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NEWS SUMMARY 


AN ADVERTISEMENT for a secretary for an Incorporated 
Institute (understood to be the Institute of Builders) has been 
published. p. 163 

A SHORT, SHARP CAMPAIGN against the proposal to build 
car parks under London squares was advocated by Mr. Peter 
Shepheard during a discussion at the AA. p. 167 


THE REQUIREMENTS of professional bodies (including the 


RIBA and the RICS) in terms of the General Certificate of 


Education have been issued by the Ministry of Education. p. 168 


ANXIETY to co-operate with architects is the encouragement 
of higher standards of private house design is expressed by the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders in their annual 
report “‘ but this co-operation will not be fully effective until 
the members of the profession are able to convince the industry 
that they can design houses with due regard to economy in 
construction.” p. 182 


REPUTABLE BUILDERS must take precautions to see that 
no chance is given to the ve builder to appear, let alone 
survive, in the years to come, Mr. George Grosvenor, retiring 
President of the NFBTE, has ‘ok Bristol builders. p. 183 

EXTENSION of “ guerrilla action”’ and token strike campaigns 


by steel erectors is promised by the Constructional Engineering 
Union. p. 193 
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POLICY FOR THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY? 


'T'HE building industry would do well to take note of the 
new Fabian Society pamphlet—* Policy for the Build- 
ing Industry.” It is not, in our view, a good publication— 
indeed, it seems to us both unfair and muddle-headed—but 
the imprimatur of the Fabian Society may give it consider- 
able influence in certain quarters. Moreover, although 
many of the criticisms are greatly exaggerated it suggests 
some important points to which the industry might well 
give fresh thought. 


The pamphlet has been written by a Mr. Kenneth Albert, 
described as an engineer and surveyor, who was until 
recently “a director of a building and civil engineering 
firm.” The Fabian Society indicate that his views are not 
necessarily those of the Society, but the pamphlet has 
been approved “as worthy of consideration in the Labour 
movement.” Mr. Albert’s theme is that the industry 1s 
inefficient, and that the main solution to this problem is to 
set up a public corporation which should carry out most 
building and civil engineering work of a capital nature. 
This corporation, he suggests, should be built up of units 
of not more than 500 operatives covering all trades, so 
based that, by and large, all work would be undertaken 
within ten miles of the depot. “There would be 
co-operation between adjacent units and continuous inter- 
change of operatives on a loan basis to keep all trades busy. 

. The class of work varies from job to job, so that great 
fluidity of labour must be maintained at site level at all 
times to get the greatest efficiency.” 


Even if Mr. Albert’s criticisms of the industry were 
justified, it is difficult to see how an organisation of this 
type would overcome the problems in question. One of 
Mr. Albert’s main criticisms is the unsatisfactory labour 
position. There is, he says, no confidence between 
employers and operatives, and joint consultation is lacking. 
This criticism seems to us highly exaggerated and scarcely 
fair to an industry whose record of good labour relations 
is second to none. But suppose this criticism were true— 
would a public corporation necessarily improve relations? 
The record of several public corporations over the last few 
years seems to have been no better than that of some 
privately owned industries. What of the railway dispute 
and the recent trouble at London Airport? Again, is Mr. 
Albert satisfied that his proposal to “lend” operatives 
from one unit to another would make for harmonious 
industrial relationships? The suggestion that operatives 
might be “lent” in this way is reminiscent of the workings 
of the National Dock Labour Board; a recent investigation 
of conditions at the port of Manchester suggests that one 
of the difficulties there has been that many of the men 
did not know by whom they were employed, thus giving 
rise to confused relationships. 


Another of Mr. Albert’s criticisms is that there are too 
many firms in the industry and that many of them are 
under-capitalised. “It is an astounding fact that the 
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number of general builders, according to the Ministry of 
Works returns, is 122,800.” That figure is, undoubtedly, 
too large, the probable explanation being that Mr. Albert 
has misinterpreted the MoW figures. There are about 
120,000 firms in the industry, but some of these are 
specialists and sub-contractors, not general builders. The 
true figure of general builders is about 104,000. Of 
course, this latter figure is high, but that is not necessarily 
an indication of inefficiency. As the Director of the Build- 
ing Research Station has pointed out (The Builder, January 
7, page 19), the relative proportion of large and small firms 
in the USA is broadly similar to that in this country—a 
fact which suggests that the structure of the British building 
industry may after all correspond to the social and 
economic needs of the country. No doubt, the existence 
of such a large number of firms has some disadvantages 
—for instance, it increases the difficulty of disseminating 
new technical information—but it is no solution to set up 
a public corporation to take over new capital work. Mr. 
Albert suggests that the corporation should take over all 
new work to the value of £5,000 and over. But the great 
majority of firms in the industry are engaged in minor 
repair and maintenance, and would not be affected by the 
proposed corporation. It is clear, therefore, that such a 
corporation would not significantly reduce the number of 
firms in the industry. 


Again, there seems little significance in the statement that 
many firms are under-capitalised. Although many firms 
do not carry a large capital, they can readily borrow on a 
short-term basis for specific contracts. Bankruptcy in the 
industry is due more often to firms tendering out of their 
class and, by putting in a low tender, getting work for which 
they are not equipped. The answer to that problem is not 
to set up a public corporation but to extend the practice 
of selective tendering. 


Mr. Albert regards selective tendering as providing a 
means for contractors getting together to agree a price, and 
he would, no doubt, claim it as an advantage of his scheme 
that it would do away with tendering. Few people, 
whether inside or outside the industry, would consider that 
to be an advantage: tendering is clearly an important safe- 
guard against high prices, and Mr. Albert offers nothing 
in the way of an alternative safeguard. 


There is, however, a warning for the industry here. 
Many members of the public do think that there is no real 
competition in the industry, and the recent disclosures about 
the London Builders’ Conference will have fostered that 
belief. There must be no revival of practices of the type 
recently condemned by the Monopolies Commission. There 
is another danger, too, which the industry must avoid: the 
very proper emphasis on the importance of pre-planning 
has led to the suggestion that the contractor should be 
brought in at the very start on a non-tendering basis. 
Valuable as this suggestion, under certain conditions, could 
be, if that became the general practice, the industry would 
lose one of its strongest arguments against measures of 
the type proposed by Mr. Albert. Finally, the industry 
might well look again at its own labour conditions. 
Although Mr. Albert’s complaints are somewhat 
exaggerated, conditions are still sufficiently uneven to pro- 
vide ammunition for critics; still worse, they are, 
undoubtedly, a deterrent to recruitment. 


BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENT 
LINES 


(THE Ministry of Transport possess, in relation to town 

and country planning, powers which may fairly be 
described as autocratic. For instance, the provisions of any 
order designating a trunk road under the Trunk Roads 
Act, 1946, must be incorporated in the local development 
plan and cannot be made the subject of an objection to that 
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plan; whilst is it true that objections may be made to the 
original order, the public inquiry into any such objections 
will be conducted by the very department which made 
the order. Again, where application is made to a local 
planning authority for permission to carry out development 
in proximity to a trunk road, the Ministry of Transport 
may direct the authority to refuse permission or to attach 
conditions to any grant of permission—a power which the 
Ministry do not seem to have used as wisely as they might 
have done. 


These various powers have at least been conferred upon 
the Ministry of Transport by or with the sanction of Parlia- 
ment. The Ministry cannot, however, claim the same justi- 
fication for their latest incursion into the field of town and 
country planning. Embedded in a memorandum accom- 
panying a circular to local authorities is the following state- 
ment : — 

“In view of the powers now available to local authori- 
ties as planning authorities for the control of development, 
it is no longer necessary for councils to safeguard future 
road improvement schemes by using their powers under 
section 5 of the Roads Improvement Act, 1925, or section 
33 of the Public Health Act, 1925, to prescribe building 
and improvement lines. Accordingly, the Minister will no 
longer entertain applications for grant in respect of ex- 
penditure incurred by councils in meeting claims for com- 
pensation payable in consequence of the prescription of 
building and improvement lines.” 


The consequences of this decision may be far-reaching 
and may lead to considerable injustice to many building 
owners and developers. Although, at first sight, it might 
appear reasonable and indeed sensible to leave the estab- 
lishment of building and improvement lines to be dealt 
with by planning control, the effect will be to deprive the 
developer of a valuable right of compensation. If the local 
planning authority, in granting planning permission, attach 
a condition requiring the setting back of a building to a 
certain line, there will be no compensation even under 
the provisions of the new Town and Country Planning Bill. 
Section 23 of the new Bill provides that compensation shall 
not be paid for any condition relating to: “ (a) the number 
or disposition of building on any land; . . . (c) the manner 
in which in any land is to be laid out for the purposes 
of development, including the provision of facilities for the 
— loading, unloading or fuelling of vehicles on the 
and.” 

It would seem that either of these paragraphs would 
exclude the possibility of compensation in the circum- 
stances just mentioned. 

The action of the Ministry of Transport is all the more 
remarkable in that local planning authorities were told in 
Ministry of Local Government circular 58/51 that “in 
general, the powers of the Planning Act ought not to be 
used to duplicate or alter the impact of more specific legis- 
lation, particularly if the result would be to deprive the 
developer of compensation to which he would have other- 
wise have been entitled.” Surely, the Minister of Transport 
does not expect local planning authorities to ignore the 
specific advice of the Minister directly responsible for plan- 
ning matters! 

Another odd feature of the whole business is that in 
passing the 1947 Planning Act, Parliament recognised that 
the various statutes relating to building and improvement 
lines might now be regarded as obsolete, and gave to the 
Planning Minister power to exclude these enactments by 
means of a general development order. The successive 
Ministers in charge of planning have not seen fit to make 
such an order—possibly because they realised that the 
effect would be to deprive the building owner of his com- 
pensation. The Minister has, however, achieved the same 
effect by withdrawing the grant. We venture to hope that 
Parliament will inquire into this matter. 
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Notes of the Week 


PRESIDENT ON PARADE 


JKOLLOWING a custom which is of 

some standing in point of time, the 
incoming president of the LMBA, Mr. 
Laurence Holloway, FIOB, entertained 
members of the technical Press to lunch 
on Monday and answered their questions. 
These concerned the improvement hoped 
for in managerial efficiency; architectural 
efficiency (here Mr. Holloway (who was 
speaking in a personal capacity) pleaded 
for reasonable time to price tenders); plus 
rates and merit money; grading of crafts- 
men; the relationship of contractor to sub- 
contractor (here he suggested that the 
builder should be empowered to obtain 
prices for sub-contract work rather than 
the architect); accident reduction; and, 
lastly, reducing the cost of building. The 
two chief ways of securing a reduction, 
said Mr. Holloway, were for builders to 
increase the efficiency of their own organi- 
sations, and for the operatives to give 
a much bigger response to incentive 
schemes. As regards the price of materials, 
he thought there was as much competition 
between producers as ever, and that pro- 
ducers could not do much when such 
essentials as coal and transport were State 
controlled. Mr. Holloway’s_ direct 
answers to questions were well received. 


PRIBA’S ESCAPE 


THEIR many friends in the profession 
and in the building industry will be glad 
to learn that the President of the RIBA 
and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Aslin, 
have made a complete recovery from their 
experience of last Friday morning, when 
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COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, JANUARY 31 
THE PLANNING ForuM.—‘* Management of Housing 


Estates,’? by Mr. W. G. Cusack, FRICS. 28, King- 
street, WC2. 6.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
RIBA.—President’s address to students. Distribu- 


tion of prizes and studentships. Criticism of work. 
66, Portland-place,-Wl. 6 p.m. 
FEDERATION OF CLINKER BLOCK MANUFACTURERS.— 


Annual lunch. Holborn Restaurant. 1 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—** Italy—An Appre- 


ciation of Post-War Architecture and Engineering 
Developments ’’ by Mr. Bryan Westwood, FRIBA, and 


others. 34, Bedford-square, WCl. 8 p.m. 
LONDON BUILDERS’ FOREMEN’S ASSOCIATION.— 
* Modern Practice in the Production of Sand and 
Aggregates,’’ by Mr. W. Wallbridge. Memorial Hall, 


Farringdon-street, EC. 6.15 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
RoyaL Society oF ArTs.—** Chandigarh and Plan- 
ning Development in India,’ by Mr. E. Maxwell Fry, 
CBE, FRIBA, and Miss Jane B. Drew, FRIBA. 
RSA, John Adam-street, Adelphi, 


We2. 5.15 p.m. 


BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—AGM. 47, 
Bedford-square, WC1. 12 noon. 

East HAM EDUCATION COMMITTEE.—Presentation 
of certificates and prizes to students of East Ham 


Technical College, Town Hall, East Ham. E6. 7.30 


p.m 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five Conuties AA.—-An Archi- 
tect’s Impression of Russia,’’ by Mr. A. Douglas 
Jones, FRIBA. Royal Birmingham Society of Artists’ 
Galleries, New-street, Birmingham. 6 p.m. 

Town PLANNING INsTITUTE.—** Redevelopment of 
Blighted Areas in Birmingham,’’ by Sir Herbert Man- 
zoni, CBE, MICE. Livingstone Hall, Broadway, 
Westminster, SW1. 6 p.m. 








they were found unconscious in a hotel 
bedroom at Stoke-on-Trent. The previous 
evening Mr, Aslin had given the address 
at a prize distribution in the town. 

It is understood that Mr. and Mrs. 
Aslin had been affected by an escape of 
gas from a fractured main situated some 
50 ft. in front of the hotel. 
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MR. S. F. S. WILKINSON 


Mr. S. F. S. WILKINSON, CB, deputy 
secretary, Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, will shortly retire from the 
Ministry to engage in industry. This was 
announced last week at the annual 
luncheon of the Southern Counties 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 
Mr. Wilkinson has had a long and dis- 
tinguished career in the Civil Service, 
beginning with Lloyd George’s National 
Health Insurance Commission and end- 
ing as Under-Secretary for Housing, 
where since 1951 he has played an impor- 
tant part in Mr. Hareld Macmillan’s 
housing drive. Those who have met with 
Mr. Wilkinson’s unfailing efficiency and 
courtesy in their dealings with the 
Ministry will wish him every success. 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 


THE following advertisement, which 
appeared in The Times of January 14, is 
understood to relate to the Institute of 
Builders: “APPLICATIONS are _ invited 
from well-educated men, 35 to 40 years 
of age, for the Secretaryship of a well- 
known Incorporated Institute, leading to 
responsibility for day-to-day manage- 
ment. The post requires experience of 
Committee work, and of building tech- 
nology and practice, with sound admini- 
strative ability. Commencing salary, 
£1,250, with service agreement and pro- 
vision for superannuation. All particulars 
to Messrs. Beachcroft and Co., 29, Bed- 
ford-square, London, WC1.” 

We understand that Lt.-Col. I. L. 
Roney-Dougal, who has been Secretary 
since 1952, has tendered his resignation to 
the Council of the Institute with effect 
from the end of March. 








sphere ” 


Everest, 
Willett, Ltd. 


RESTORATION OF “THE CHAMPION,” 


OFFICIALLY opened last week, 
house, situated in Wells-street, London, W1, has been re- 
stored for Barclay Perkins and Co., Ltd., the brewers, with 
the intention of creating the cosy and intimate “ 





Wi 


“The Champion ” public 


pub atmo- 


all too often absent from the modern or modern- 
ised inn. This has been achieved by the architects, John and 
Sylvia Reid, AA.RIBA, without reverting to period copy- 
ism, by the robust use of colour, 
intricacy and variety of detail. 
some interesting Victorian items of public-house equipment. 
The outside of the building has also been restored. 
The quantity surveyors were Messrs. Davis, Belfield and 
and the general contractors Messrs. 


texture, pattern and 
The clients had preserved 


William 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


CLICHE? 
To the Editor of THE BUILDER 


SIR, —In his letter (The Builder, Decem- 
ioe oy ‘Inquisitive ” questions a 
particular architectural treatment which 
is presumably not to his liking. It would 
have been helpful had he been more 
specific. 

However, there are one or two points 
implicit in his remarks which deserve 
answer. The features to which your cor- 
respondent refers no doubt occur in one 
form or another on more than a few 
buildings, yet it is dangerous, erroneous 
and cynical to infer that they do so for 
the same reasons or for none at all except 
as a fashionable appendage. 

Having worked on one building where 
exactly these features which “ Inquisi- 
tive” mentions play a vital and integral 
part in the architectural “statement” I 
should like to make a few observations 
on their particular raison d’étre. It 
should not be assumed, however, that 
these have any relevance to any other 
building. 

The specific problem was that of satis- 
factorily terminating a nine-storey block 
of flats at roof level and of achieving an 
architectural unity in the treatment of 
the building as a whole. All too often no 
attempt is made to combat the otherwise 
apparently arbitrary number of storeys. 
Architecturally speaking, this factor is 
indeed quite arbitrary, having been 
decided on grounds of expense and town 
planning policy, 

The problem is not new and many 
solutions have been propounded through 
the centuries. Of these probably the 
most successful are the cornice and the 
false storey. For reasons of expense and 
height restriction the cornice was the form 
adopted. The detailed design of this had 
to take account of many factors, not least 
the height of the building and the acute 
angles from which it is viewed. The 


** When I think for five minutes 
of Ictinus, Anthemius of Tralles, 
and Christopher Wren I wish I'd 





dropped an RSJ instead of a 
mere half-fletton !”’ 
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result is therefore a considered solution 
to particular architectural problems solved 
in terms consistent with the particular 
genre of the whole. Further, the eleva- 
tions were broken down into carefully 
proportioned and defined segments in 
order to give an aesthetically satisfactory 
relationship between segment and seg- 
ment and between each of these and the 
whole form of the building. 

Perhaps “Inquisitive” will consider 
this still as a waste of money and 
material. But what meaning should we 
attach to waste in relation to architecture? 
Not, I hope, to money and material spent 
with enthusiasm and endeavour to create 
a work of architecture in the face of all 
the restrictive and frustrating regulations 
and conditions, not least of finance, that 
confront the client and his architect to- 


day. 
Davip J. Dupree [ARIBA] 
33, Holland Villas-road, W14. 


THE TRADITIONS OF CONDUIT 
STREET 
To the Editor of The Builder 


wIR,—Mr. C. W. Craske’s entertaining 

reminiscences under this heading in 
your January 14 issue must have stirred 
memories among some of your readers 
who are getting on to the stage of the 

“lean and slippered pantaloon.” A 
few random recollections of one such, 
earlier even than your contributor’s, may 
possibly be of interest. 

My memories of Conduit-street go 
back to the early years of the century, 
when the main approach to the Institute 
was along a Regent-street still very much 
as Nash left it. Norman Shaw had just 
broken into the perfect stucco outer 
curve of The Quadrant with his monu- 
mental Piccadilly Hotel, and there were 
a couple of intruders higher up—one on 
the right-hand side just beyond Brewer- 
street, and another on the left near 
Oxford Circus. In those days the street 
seemed to be about twice its present 
width owing to the lowness of those 
Regency fagades—a gay, pseudo-classi- 
cal masquerade that in retrospect seems 
enchanting. 

At 9, Conduit-street W. J. Locke, with 
the success of “ The Beloved Vagabond ” 
behind him, was deciding to make novel- 
writing a whole-time occupation, and the 
young Mr. (later Sir) Ian MacAlister was 
about to succeed him in the secretary- 
ship. In those days the ordinary general 
meetings were held in the Library on the 
first floor, when chairs and tables were 
cleared out and the room filled up with 
long, leather-seated forms, to the secret 
irritation, I always felt, of Rudolf Dircks, 
the librarian. 

The “ papers” in those days, when the 
Institute was much more of a “learned 
society,” were nearly always on some 
subject of historical or archaeological 
interest, and one felt somehow that any 
concern for practical matters was slightly 
bad form. Aloof figures like Lethaby, 
H. H. Statham and Phené Spiers would 
turn up and stagger the juniors with their 
erudition. Occasionally the venerable 
T. G. Jackson, RA, would allow himself 
to be enticed from the seclusion of his 
beloved ‘“ Eagle House” at Wimbledon, 
to take part in a discussion on some such 
subject as “The Early Romanesque 
Churches of Lombardy.” One sensed 
that the Institute had a special respect 
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for Jackson and would have liked him 
as a member. 
The Institute at this time was growinz 


rapidly, and soon acquired land behind 


No. 9, on which two galleries were 
erected from the designs of Henry T. 
Hare, with additional access from 
Maddox-street. In one of these—long 
and narrow, with a barrel-vaulted plaster 
ceiling—the ordinary general meetings 
were thus held, to the relief of Dircks. 
The galleries could not have been very 
satisfactory, for they were demolished 
not long after and replaced by a large 
meeting room designed by Arthur Keen. 

The RIBA Journal, a very different 
affair from the present admirable pro- 
duction, was filled almost entirely with 
reports of papers read and _ official 
announcements. It was edited by George 
Northover, who worked in a small room 
at the top of the building, reached by 
what was formerly the servant’s staircase. 
(No. 9, designed in 1779 by James Wyatt, 
was once a private house.) Northover, 
a stooping, bearded little figure always 
dressed in a frock coat, struck me as a 
rather pernickety person when I first met 
him, but he mellowed greatly in later 
years, though he always seemed worried 
and overworked. When I went to say 
good-bye to him on his retirement he told 
me he proposed to devote the rest of his 
life to the study of French literature. 
Earlier in life I believe he had been a 
printer’s reader, and one can well under- 
stand that he had had enough of English. 

Among the scores of meetings at Con- 
duit-street that I attended, a few stand 
out with special prominence. One of 
these was the Town Planning Conference 
of 1910, at which Kitchener read a paper 
on the planning of Khartoum. Some- 
one had the brilliant idea of forming a 
guard of honour for him from the Corps 
of Commissionaires, all men who had 
served in his campaigns. Kitchener was 
greatly pleased and spent several minutes 
outside No. 9 talking to the veterans and 
examining their medals. I shall never 
forget the terrific reception he had from 
the packed audience when he entered the 
meeting room. For several moments he 
stood, a stern statuesque figure on the 
rostrum, completely unmoved by the 
cheering. Then suddenly he raised his 
right hand and there was at once utter 
silence as he began to read his paper. 
Kitchener undoubtedly had some magic 
in his personality. 

The next (and last) time I saw him he 
was a more portly figure in military 


uniform, surrounded by staff officers, 
clambering up “W” Beach to Cape 
Helles, from which he proceeded to 


survey through field glasses the narrow 
peninsula, where, about three miles in- 
land, the patchy smoke of battle drifted 
above the ruined village of Krithia on 


the slopes of Achi Baba. When he 
turned away, the fate of the Gallipoli 
campaign had been decided. Another 


figure at the 1910 International Town 
Planning Conference was D. H. Burn- 
ham, the — distinguished American 
architect, who, through his influence in 
determining that the architectural style 
of the World’s Fair at Chicago in 1893 
should be classic, was perhaps more 
responsible than anyone else for setting 
back, for 30 years, architectural pro- 
gress in the United States. 

I remember him as a grey-haired giant 
of a man, who lectured rather modestly 
on the replanning of San Francisco after 





January 28 1955 


1ave liked him 


1e Was growinz 
>d land behind 
galleries were 
; of Henry T. 
access from 
of these—long 
-vaulted plaster 
neral meetings 
‘lief of Dircks. 
lave been very 
sre demolished 
ced by a large 
; Arthur Keen. 
very different 
admirable pro- 
t entirely with 
| and official 
ited by George 
1 a small room 
ig, reached by 
vant’s staircase. 
y James Wyatt, 
>.) Northover, 
| figure always 
struck me as a 
vhen I first met 
reatly in later 
eemed worried 
I went to say 
irement he told 
the rest of his 
nch literature. 
1e had been a 
-an well under- 
ugh of English. 
eetings at Con- 
1, a few stand 
nce. One of 
ing Conference 
x read a paper 
rtoum. Some- 
of forming a 
‘rom the Corps 
men who had 
Kitchener was 
several minutes 
le veterans and 
I shall never 
n he had from 
he entered the 
al moments he 
figure on the 
noved by the 
he raised his 
; at once utter 
ead his paper. 
id some magic 


> I saw him he 
re in military 
staff officers, 
each to Cape 
proceeded to 
es the narrow 
three miles in- 
f battle drifted 
of Krithia on 
a. When he 
* the Gallipoli 
led. Another 
ational Town 
_ D. H. Burn- 
-d American 
is influence in 
hitectural style 
hicago in 1893 
perhaps more 
else for setting 
hitectural pro- 


ey-haired giant 
ather modestly 
Francisco after 





January 28 1955 


the earthquake. He designed the original 
Selfridge Store, but, tiring of the com- 
plexities of the London Building Act, 
passed the job on to R. Frank Atkinson. 

The most embarrassing moment I re- 
call at a meeting at Conduit-street 
occurred at the end of a paper read by 
March Phillips, author of that remark- 
able book “The Works of Man.” He 
showed a number of slides of buildings 
recently erected from the designs of 
distinguished British architects, unex- 
pectedly subjecting each to the most 
caustic criticism. It was a gross breach 
of good manners, and_ unfortunately 
several of the architects concerned were 
in the audience. 

The career of architecture in 
Edwardian times was a very different 
thing—at least for the chief member of 
the hierarchy—from what it is to-day. I 
remember hearing Blomfield say that it 
was quite wrong for a young man to 
study the technicalities of architecture 
until he had completed a general educa- 
tion at a university. That would make 
the student about 23 before he got down 
to serious study for the purpose of earn- 
ing a living. For how many, I wonder, 
would that be possible to-day? 

ANON. 
THE SMALL QS OFFICE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


S/R—I have read with interest the 
> Economics and Dilemmas of the 
Small Quantity Surveyor’s Office in your 
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issue of January 14 and am sorry the 
statement of account is not more typical. 
I feel the figures quoted are not extracted 
from the practice accounts and it is a 
pity they were included. Mine was a 
very similar modest practice in which we 
very seldom deviated from the RICS scale 
of fees. My suspicions as to the authenti- 
city of the accounts were therefore con- 
firmed by the car expenses figure of £150. 
which, | am sure, should be at least 
double if the permissible depreciation is 
included. 

In particular though, if the writer of the 
article attempted to work on the minimum 
gross profit of the 10 per cent. he assumes, 
he would not last long in practice. The scale 
fees certainly are not based on this, and no 
prospective private practitioner should be 
led to believe the figure is in any way 
realistic. The profit should be more like 
25 per cent. to 334 per cent. This would 
make the accounts in the article show out- 
goings of £4,950 if £150 is added to the car 
allowance, and £1,650 gross profit, making 
a total of £6,900. The income would thus 
be £2,690 to the principal doing a consider- 
able amount of taking off. 

Again if the practice was normal, this 
£6,900 almost certainly would be balanced 
on the other side of the profit and loss 
account by such figures as “ cash received 
£3,000,” and “cost of works in progress 
£3,900,” which latter would have absorbed 
most of the loaned capital. 


The seemingly attractive income of 
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£2,690 would be distributed in this way: 
Drawings, including income tax and surtax 
or provision for these on £2,690, £1,700; re- 
duction of borrowings or overdraft, £900. 
Each year such sums must be left in the 
practice to reduce borrowings or build up 
capital, and somehow they are never seen 
again, but presumably executors have the 
pleasure of paying estate duty on part 
at least. So the provident principal pays 
income tax and surtax year by year on 
money he leaves in his business to finance 
current work and safeguard staff salaries in 
time of drought, and then has the doubtful 
pleasure of knowing his efforts will bear 
more fruit to the Treasury by way of estate 
duty at his death while the firm he has spent 
his life building up will probably get into 
difficulties in finding the money. 

It is a great pity that at least the cost of 
maintaining a business in existence for one 
year, as shown by the last year’s accounts 
admitted for income tax purposes or the 
average of the last three years, cannot rank 
for a special exemption from estate duty. 
There are many, many occasions when the 
principal of a small practice wonders 
whether he made a mistake by going into 
private practice on his own. I think a mix- 
ture of loyalty to clients, pride, and optimism 
keeps him struggling on until he is too old 
to be considered for a senior appointment. 

To some of us at least, though, it is all 
very much worthwhile. 


A. P. HOLDSworTH [FRICS] 
73. Bower-road, Sheffield, 10. 





THE “ LYCEE MARSEILLEVEYRE” 


By B. S. Townroe, 


()NE of the finest new schools in 
Freace, already partly occupied, is 

the “ Lycée Marseilleveyre,” which over- 
looks the Mediterranean. The architect 
is Gaston Castel, Prix de Rome, and it 
has been planned for 750 students, of 
whom 200 will be boarders. These will 
be girls alone, and the dormitories have 
been planned accordingly. It is proposed 
to offer accommodation during July, 
August and September to students from 
Great Britain, and the appearance of the 
new school, due partly to its position in 
a park of more than 30 acres overlooking 
the Gulf of Marseilles, is most attractive. 
Originally the estate belonged to a 
Marseilles millionaire, who gave it and 
his chateau to the State. His former 





A hostel for girls at the ‘‘ Lycée Marseilleveyre.” 
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residence has been adapted to be the ad- 
ministrative centre of the school, and the 
tennis courts and gardens have been laid 
out for school games, including a swim- 
ming bath. The trees, many over 100 
years old, are being carefully preserved. 
The school buildings are separate, some 
being for general education and others 
for specialised classes, including labora- 
tories. There are three educational pavi- 
lions, two hostels for the girls, and a 
sanatorium. 

The architect, M. Castel, who has been 
assisted by his son-in-law, M. Michaelis, 
has adopted the Provengal style of archi- 
tecture, sometimes called the ‘“ Farm- 
School” style—the roofs and external 
structures being very reminiscent of the 


farms seen in Provence, while the inter- 
nal design is influenced by the latest ideas 
of French education. Bearing in mind the 
heat of the sun during the summer 
months, no doubt the Provengal style of 
building, well tried over the centuries, is 
most fitting for such a situation. On the 
other hand, there are rapid changes of 
temperature during the winter months, 
when after sunset it is often extremely 
cold, and therefore an elaborate system 
of central heating has been installed. 
Architects of schools in England may be 
amused at the sanitary system adopted. 
This is said to be “ clasical,” wes being 
in the * Turkish fashion ” for the children 
and in the “English fashion” for the 
masters and mistresses. 

The classrooms are planned in the be- 
lief that the closest possible contact must 
be established between teacher and 
student, and are therefore only large 
enough for 24 or, at the most, 26 children. 





One of the school’s teaching blocks. 
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LETTERING ON 
BUILDINGS 


I.—Roman Orthodox and its 
Derivatives 
By JONAH JONES, ARCam.A 


Sine is a tendency among architects 

and builders to ignore the lettering 
which is often the final embellishment of 
their work. More is the pity, for our 
Roman alphabet was in the first place a 
perfect marriage between building and 
the text which it bore. 

The function of lettering is primarily to 
proclaim, and secondarily to adorn. In 
the interests of the former it should 
always be legible. As for adornment, 
the “‘face’’ or style of letter should be 
chosen with an eye on the function of the 
building and its services. For example, a 
civic building is undoubtedly best served 
by a pure Roman based on the Trajan 
inscription, the most civic of styles. A 
railway or underground station is admir- 
ably served by the strict sans-serif first 
drawn out by Edward Johnston, a form 
owing much to the Trajan structure. 
A woman’s fashion store may well take 
an informal script. But legibility must 
never be sacrificed for the sake of adorn- 
ment. 

Lettering on buildings should be bold 
and architectural, owing nothing to 
copperplate or other cursive forms which 
depend on the vagaries of pen on paper 
or parchment. Gothic is to be dis- 
couraged on the grounds of illegibility 
to our un-Teutonic eyes, whatever 
Bismarck (who, watch in hand, timed 
himself on one occasion) may have said 
in its favour as a fast-reading style. 
Even the quasi-Tudor building can forgo 
this archaism, for there were, of course, 
Roman faces then to provide a model. 


IMPORTANCE OF SCALE 


Scale is important. Lettering below 
one inch is next to useless on buildings, 
and texts should be limited in order to 
make greater size possible. 

In any consideration of lettering, it is 
well to remember that our Latin alphabet 
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- on. 4 
Brackets grow 





These two sketches illustrate the author’s 
remarks on the formation of orthodox Roman 
lettering. 


is based on the excellent capitals which 
emerged from the chisels of first- and 
second-century carvers, those on the 
Trajan column inscription being the best 
known of these. No craftsman ever 
showed greater architectural sense than 
the carver of this inscription. His upright 
strokes are firm supporting columns and 
his curved forms show an understanding 
of the Roman innovations in arceolated 
buildings. 

These capitals, since they are the 
prototype of all subsequent faces, are safe 
as far as orthodoxy goes. But they can 
claim intrinsic merits, for they stand any 
test on buildings and they bear the final 
beauty of a thing done absolutely well. 

The proportions of orthodox Roman 
capitals are full and round. There should 
be no meanness. This fullness of 
individual letter is enhanced by fairly 
open spacing. It is almost better to have 
too much rather than too little “air ’”’ 
round the letters, though there is a right 
amount, determined by the length of the 
inscription. A short legend in very large 
capitals can take a lot of air. The best 
example of such an inscription adorns the 
Liverpool entrance of the Mersey Tunnel, 
where the space of one M is allowed 
between each 6-in. letter on a plain stone 
surface. But an inscription of considerable 
length does not allow this luxury and a 
“hair ’’ space (to adopt a printer’s term) 
is sufficient, provided an even texture is 
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False True Cutting Angle 
sustained. A fine example of the lovely 
texture thus obtained can be found in the 
War Memorial at New College, Oxford, 
where the names, instead of being arranged 
in columns, follow one another in the 
manner of text. 


THE TRAFAN CAPITALS 


The individual shape of Trajan capitals 
is a supreme example of artistic form and 
its subleties are not always appreciated 
or practised by letterers nor demanded 
by architects. It can fairly be said of the 
Trajan alphabet that there is not a straight 
line in it, any more than there is in a Greek 
temple. A geometrically straight stroke 
in this alphabet would lack freedom and 
grace, as would a straight-sided Doric 
column, devoid of entasis. Bi-concavity, 
if used as subtly as entasis, achieves this 
freedom and furthermore provides the 
ideal springing for the serif bracket. 

The Roman carvers, with true archi- 
tectural sense, were ever conscious of the 
force of gravity. Their letters stand firmly 
on their feet, even the one-sided F or P 
standing on a well-braced termination. 

The whole should be drawn, freely and 
without inhibition. Nothing can surpass 
a well-drawn ‘Trajan inscription for 
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This example of Roman capitals and numerals was carved on 
slate by David Dewey and was exhibited at the Royal Academy 
last year. 


Presentation plaque in Principal’s House, University of Wales, 
Aberystwyth. It isin Hopton Wood Stone, and was carved by 
Jonah Fones. 
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style, but a stiffly drawn one bears only a 
ghost of resemblance to the original. 
Slavish copying is not necessary—the 
character and freedom are the goal. 

In carving, the incision should be deep, 
with approximately 60 deg. cutting angle. 
The edge should be precise and clear, 
throwing a sharp shadow, while the centre 
cutting line should be straight or correctly 
curved as the case may be, and centred, 
without any deviation to destroy the 
shadow. In brush-drawn letters, too, 
the edge must be sharp, the serifs drawn 
out finely to a hair’s breadth, and the 
colours should be in clear contrast. 
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While it is better to leave incised lettering 
uncoloured, it is occasionally desirable, 
for the sake of legibility, to rub in black 
or brown on a dark-coloured stone like 
Hornton. In sign-writing it is usually 
better to draw light-coloured letters on a 
dark background. 

Once the basic laws of the orthodox 
Roman are remembered, it is with greater 
authority that one employs other letters 
in their different contexts. Conversely it 
will be found that, once the parent form 
is forgotten, weakness and _ illegibility 
are not far off. 

(To be concluded) 





CAR PARKS UNDER LONDON SQUARES 


Forum at the Architectural Association 


A FORUM on the question of building 
a car parks under London squares 
was opened by Mr. Peter F. Shepheard, 
ARIBA (president, Architectural Asso- 
ciation), Mr. Edward Playne, DSC, 
FRIBA, and Mr. Colin D. Buchanan, 
ARIBA, AMICE, at the Architectural 
Association, Bedford-square, WCl, on 
January 20. The chair was taken by 
Mr. C. G. L. Shankland, ARIBA. An 
account of the'forum is given below: — 
Mr. C. D. BUCHANAN: Two years ago 
I was on the working party set up by the 
Minister of Transport to report on car 
parking in the inner area of London, and 
found myself at loggerheads with the 
party over this very point. Speaking in 
a personal capacity, my advice regarding 
underground garages is— Don’t.” 


ASSESSING REQUIREMENTS 


The working party combined many 
interests, including various authorities, 
the Metropolitan Police, motoring and 
other organisations. After a preliminary 
survey, we found that 25,000 cars were 
being parked on the streets at peak 
hours, and that nearly half of these were 
“long-stayers,” driving up in the morn- 
ing and parking their cars until they 
went home at night. About 7,000 cars 
were also being left in commercial 
garages and off-street sites. Available 
parking space fell short of requirements 
by about 12,000 cars. Various solutions 
were put forward, including pontoons 
on the Thames; building over main-line 
stations and squares; and, over my dead 
body, various London squares were 
selected for the construction of under- 
ground garages. This still left consider- 
able car space to be found, and multi- 
storey garages were proposed. Parking 
meters were suggested, with the provision 
of parking facilities in new buildings. 


It was suggested that the Government 
should pay for the construction of the 
underground garages and let them out to 
contractors to operate on a profit-making 
basis. This would still leave a loss on 
the capital account, which could be 
shared between the Government and the 
local authorities in whose areas the 
garages were situated. A certain amount 
of subsidisation could be provided from 
motorists parking around the squares, by 
the use of parking meters. 

The main activity of the working party 
Was to ascertain present requirements. 
They did not assess future requirements 
or, what is most important, the degree 
to which improved parking facilities 


would encourage more and more people 
to use their cars, creating further prob- 
lems— what the engineers term the 
“frustration factor ”! 

Is it right that these squares should be 
torn up for what is really quite a small 
minority? Where is this infernal—and 
infernally convenient — machine, the 
motor-car, going to leave us? In a few 
years there is expected to be a million 
new Cars in this country. As to how it will 
be possible to cope with the flood of 
vehicles, I doubt whether anyone, even 
with the necessary funds, would know. 
We should admit to these traffic and 
parking problems being insoluble in the 
near future, and turn our minds to the 
possibility of restriction of the influx 
into Central London of industrial con- 
cerns and other organisations. 


If there exists the least doubt about 
the wisdom of building underground 
garages in Central London, for God’s 
sake let us not rush in and chaw up the 
London squares—it would be a dan- 
gerous and irresponsible act! 


Mr. P. F. SHEPHEARD: Mr. Buchanan 
is one of the few people in a position to 
look at this problem from the broader 
point of view. He is both architect and 
engineer, and has the facility for looking 
quite a long way ahead. I agree with 
his ‘views entirely. 

What I aoud like to talk about is the 
squares themselves, and more particu- 
larly, their trees. These magnificent 
trees are not only very well sited in price- 
less positions, but are probably the best 
kept in London. They form the character 
of the squares. 

It has been suggested that it would be 
possible to preserve the trees and still 
have underground car parks. This is not 
true. The trees’ need for deep soil pro- 
vided over the car parks would create 
vast costs, and the car parks would so 
alter surface drainage conditions that 
they would not survive. Most tree roots 
are in the top 6-8 ft. of soil, but never- 
theless depend on conditions lower down 
for their supply of soil oxygen and drain- 
age. A slab of concrete situated beneath 
them would destroy the soil’s percola- 
tion qualities. I cannot think of any 
solution to the drainage problems, and 
these trees are extremely valuable. An 
alternative might be to “ make do” with 
3 ft. or soil, and plant flowers, bushes, 
and cherry trees. Take a look at 
Grosvenor-square—one of the most 
criminal acts. ever committed by a 
Borough Council! 
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A short, sharp campaign against the 
proposal is important. It is not possible 
for the layman to judge the value of trees 
against the problem, and we must be 
very careful that we are not foisted with 
a ministerial fait accompli. 

Mr. E. PLAYNE: I am in a rather diffi- 
cult position, having been told that under 
no circumstances may I divulge any de- 
pes of the proposed schemes. However, 

I shall make my observations as balanced 
as possible. 


COMPLEX PROBLEM 


The problem is not as simple as you 
might think. The proposals put out by 
the Government are merely a survey. 
Nobody will consider them seriously until 
the bills of quantities and so on have 
been completed and put before them. 

There is also a very great circulation 
factor involved in the design of under- 
ground garages. You may have people 
arriving in large parties whe do not wish 
to go down into the car park, but instead 
wait on the surface for their friends (who 
most probably would come up through 
the wrong exit anyway). Another con- 
sideration is that of ventilation shafts, as 
well as the provision of emergency exits. 
There is also the question of area control 
by attendants, particularly over the 
enormous queues of cars during the rush 
hours, as well as police requirements. 


Architecturally, the interior treatment 
of these underground garages would be 
dominated by beams, and as far as 
colour and lighting are concerned, the 
division of the parking areas into sections 
by the use of different colours would form 
a convenient guide as to where individual 
cars had been left. Regulations require 
the provision of a separate connection 
from each floor to the surface, as well as 
one main staircase. There must also be 
emergency stairs at 100 ft. intervals, so 
there is a grave risk of hosts of little 
staircases coming up in the squares all 
over the place. One stipulation concern- 
ing the ramps is that they must have 
gradients of 1 in 10 where they are 
covered, and 1 in 15 where they are open. 
There are two _ alternatives—circular 
ramps in centralised spirals, or long 
ramps rising around the sides of the 
square. There could be no question of 
tunnelling, because of the fantastic ex- 
pense, and surface excavation is doubt- 
ful if you wish to leave the trees stand- 
ing round the edges. 


TREES’ PRESERVATION 


Mr. SHEPHEARD: No trees could 
possibly survive around the edges, 
because of the vast root-spread neces- 
sary. So far as planting trees of varying 
ages in the same group is concerned, this 
is already being done in various squares, 
but the additional weight of the trees 
over the garages would need support, and 
I feel sure that in the final stages of the 
proposals, this idea would be dropped. 
In any case, it is rather optimistic to ex- 
pect them to grow successfully in less 
than 10 ft. of soil. 

Mr. S. H. STATHAM: We have to re- 
member that these trees are one of the 
greatest inheritances we have. Neverthe- 
less, we should beware of being too dog- 
matic. After all it is the parking problem 
that is the main question. 

The fact must be faced that future 
travel will be by car. Even now, it is 
cheaper for four people to travel by car 
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than by public transport. People are 
bound to become more motor-minded, 
and if there were restriction of traffic in 
the central areas of London, the value of 
property in those parts would deterior- 
ate. I feel that there is no real solution 
to the problem; only a compromise. 

Mr. KING: I have studied the legisla- 
tion affecting London squares, and the 
act that safeguards them is the London 
Squares Preservation Act of 1932. This 
act stipulates that nothing must be built 
over these squares, nothing has been said 
about building under them. However, 
even if you had underground garages 
under all the squares, you would still need 
many more multi-storey garages. Why 
not provide a bold answer to the problem 
by erecting multi-storey garages only? 

Mr. PLAYNE: The real argument for 
underground garages seems to be that 
you can park more cars in a cube than 
Over a square. 

Mr. SHEPHEARD: Nothing seems to 
have been mentioned about the pos- 
sibility of linear car parks, such as under 
Park-lane, from Marble Arch to Hyde 
Park Corner. I should think that up to 
2,000 cars could be accommodated under 
Park- lane, and this would simplify such 
planning factors as _ ventilation and 
access, as well as avoiding congestion in 
access streets, such as might be experi- 
enced where Grosvenor and Berkeley- 
Squares were concerned. 


PERIMETER CAR PARKS 

Mr. LINDEN: Would it not be possible 
to provide carparks around London’s 
perimeter for those motorists coming 
from greater distances? They could then 
leave their cars on the outskirts and 
“commute ” the rest of the journey into 
central London. 

Mr. BUCHANAN: That has not been 
considered by the working party because 
of their instructions. The survey sug- 
gested that the main problem did not 
arise from people coming from far out, 
but from those who live in comparatively 
close regions, such as Earls Court or 
Kensington. These people find that if 
they wish to use public transport, all 
buses and trains are packed by the time 
they reach their areas. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I shall now ask Mr. 
Playne to make some general comments 
on the discussion. 

Mr. PLAYNE: This discussion has 
covered a very wide field. However, we 
cannot put the world right altogether, 
and that is why I am restricting my com- 
ments to the architectural problem in- 
volved—that of finding a solution in the 
face of certain conditions. I do not feel 
that the underground car parks is the 
most sensible idea. Such a proposal needs 
opportunity for large-scale planning, 
such as the London County Council has 
had on the South Bank, and we are in 
no position for this. 

Mr. BUCHANAN: The impression I 
have as far as the traffic problem is con- 
cerned, is that although phenomenal 
amounts of money have been expended 
in the United States, they still have not 
got the better of it. 


SIGN DESIGN COMPETITION 


In response to many requests the closing 
date for the Sign Design Competition spon- 
sored by the Electrical Sign Manufacturers’ 
Association has been extended to February 7. 


THE BUILDER 


January 28 1955 


THE GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 


Requirements of Professional Bodies 


(THE Ministry of Education have 
issued a circular (No. 227, dated 
January 13) setting out the requirements 
of professional bodies in terms of the 
General Certificate of Education. 


The circular explains that one of the 
main purposes of the examination for the 
General Certificate of Education, which 
the examining bodies conduct with the 
Minister’s approval, is to serve the needs 
of candidates who desire to secure by 
this means exemption from examinations 
giving entry to professional studies. With 
this end in view, it is designed to be taken 
at a relatively late stage in the school 
career at a standard sufficient to enable 
the pupil to display substantial compe- 
tence. 


The Secondary School Examinations 
Council has, on the Minister’s behalf, 
been in touch with professional bodies as 
to the requirements which they have seen 
fit to lay down in terms of the General 
Certificate of Education. The list of these 
requirements contained in the circular 
has been authorised by the professional 
bodies concerned. 


It will be recalled, states the circular, 
that the examination provides for papers 
with a “qualifying” purpose at the 
Ordinary level and at the Advanced 
level. A pass in the former approximates 
to a credit in the School Certificate, a 
pass in the latter to one at Principal level 
in Higher School Certificate. For the 
General Certificate itself there are no 
minimum or group requirements of sub- 
jects, and the examination is open to 
candidates no longer at school. No 
candidate may be entered for the ex- 
amination who has not attained the age 
of 16 on or before September | in the 
year of examination unless the Head of 
his school certifies that it is educationally 
desirable for him to do so and that he is 
fully up to the required standard. 


Among the professional bodies listed 
in the circular which accept a General 
Certificate of Education for the purposes 
mentioned below, provided it satisfies 
the minimum requirements specified, are 
the following : — 


The Royal Institute of British Architects (as 
a qualification for the Probationership) : Either 
(a) passes at Ordinary level in five subjects: 
or (b) passes in one subject at Advanced and 
three subjects at Ordinary level. 

Under either alternative, two subjects must 
be (1) English language and (2) mathematics 
(elementary), except as stated in the bracketed 
note after (n) below: the remainder must be 
taken from the following list:—(a) English or 
English literature, (b) a modern language other 
than English, (c) Latin, (d) Greek, (e) art, (f) 
history, (g) geography, (h) economics, (i) general 
science, (j) physics, (k) chemistry, (1) physics 
with chemistry, (m) mechanics or mechanical 
science or applied mathematics, (n) any other 
mathematical subject not mentioned above. 
(Pure and applied mathematics, which is avail- 
able only at Advanced level, must not be taken 
with any of the subjects under (m); if pure 
mathematics is taken, another subject must be 
substituted for mathematics (elementary) under 
(2) above.) 


Under either alternative, the applicant will 
be required to submit drawings in support of 
his application for the Probationership. 


The Incorporated Association of Architects 
and Surveyors. (i) (as a qualification for entry 
to the Surveying Sections): passes at Ordinary 


level in four subjects, of which two must be 
(1) English language and (2) mathematics; (ii) 
(as a qualification for entry to the Architectural 


Sections): passes at Ordinary level in six sub- 
jects, of which three must be (1) English 
language, (2) mathematics and (3) art. 


The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(for exemption from the Preliminary Examina- 
tion): passes at Ordinary level in five subjects 
which must include (1) English language, (2) 
mathematics and (3) one of the following: 
geography, history, English economic history, 
or ancient history. Three of the five subjects 
must be passed at one and the same examina- 
tion. 


Engineering Joint Examination Board (for ex- 
empuion from _ the Common Preliminary Ex- 
amination administered by the Engineering 
Joint Examination Board on behalf of the 
bodies listed below): Royal Aeronautical 
Society ; Institution of Civil Engineers; Institu- 
tion of Electrical Engineers; Institution of Gas 
Engineers ; Institution of Heating and Ventilat- 
ing Engineers; Institute: of Marine Engincers; 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers: Institution 
of Municipal Engineers; British Institution of 


Radio Engineers; Institution of Structural 
Engineers: passes at Ordinary level in four 
subjects, (1) English language, English or 


English literature, (2) mathematics, (3) and (4) 
either two approved science subjects or one 
approved science subject and*a language other 
than English. In addition, passes at Ordinary 
level will be accepted as exempting from the 
Common Preliminary Examination on a ™ sub- 
ject for subject ” basis. 


The Institution of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers, (i) (as a qualification for election as 
a Student): as for the Royal Aeronautical 
Society, etc. (see under Engineering Joint Ex- 
amination Board above). (ii) (for exemption 
from Section A of the Associate Membership 
Examination): passes at Advanced level in any 
of the following five subjects will exempt from 
Section A of the Associate Membership | Ex- 
amination on a “ subject for subject ’’ basis:— 
(1) mathematics, (2) applied mechanics, (3) 
engineering rawr Wy (4) heat and (5) one subject 
chosen from electricity, physics, chemistry, 
workship technology. 


The Institution of Mechanical Engineers. (i) 
(for exemption from the Preliminary Examina- 
tion): as for the Royal Aeronautical Society, 
etc. (see under Engineering Joint Examination 
Board). (ii) (for exemption from Section A 
of the Institution Examination which consists 
of English, mathematics, applied mechanics, 
engineering drawing, together with two subjects 
chosen from applied heat, principles of electri- 
city, physics, chemistry, workshop technology): 
a pass at Ordinary level in English language, 
English or English literature will exempt from 
English, and passes at Advanced level in 
mathematics or approved science subjects will 
exempt from the corresponding subjects, except 
that no exemption will be granted from the In- 
stitution Examination in engineering drawing. 


The Institute of Quantity Surveyors (for enrol- 
ment as students of the Institute): Either (a) 
passes at Ordinary level in five subjects, (1) 
English language, (2) mathematics, (3) 
geography, (4) and (5) chosen from English or 
English literature, ancient history, medieval 
and modern history, economics, general science, 
biology, geology, chemistry, physics, plysics- 
with-chemistry, applied mathematics, any 
language other than English; or (b) passes in 
one subject at Advanced and three subjects at 
Ordinary level, of which three must be (1), (2) 
and (3) at (a), and the fourth chosen from the 
subjects listed under (4) and (5) at (a). 


The Town Planning Institute (as evidence of 
preliminary education for Studentship): Either 
(a) passes at Ordinary level in five subjects; or 
(b) passes in one subject at Advanced and four 
subjects at Ordinary level; or (c) passes in two 
subjects at Advanced and two at Ordinary level: 
or (d) passes at Advanced level in three subjects. 
Under any of these alternatives, passes 10 
English and mathematics must be included. 
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Some of the 900 guests at the dinner. 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
Sir Winston Churchill Attends the Annual Dinner 


“TT is not easy tosee how anything short 

of a world crash can deprive the build- 
ing industry of a prolonged demand for 
its services, or prevent a constant flow of 
work in which steadily improving 
methods will carry with them steadly 
improving conditions. 1955 may be the 
greatest building year in this century.” 
THE PRIME MINISTER (Sir Winston 
Churchill, KG) made this point in his 
speech on Tuesday night at the Dorches- 
ter Hotel on the occasion of the annual 
dinner of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. The Presi- 
= (Mr. George Grosvenor) was in the 
chair. 

Sir Winston said: “I am very glad to 
come here to-night and express my 
thanks to the President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
for the many kind things he has said 
about me. It is certainly an important 
and even outstanding occasion in the 
history of the British building industry, 
both for employers and for trade 
unionists, and I am complimented to 
have been asked to come as one of the 
rank and file! In case there should be 
any difficulty about it, I have brought 
my ticket as a bricklayer with me (here 
Sir Winston waved his union membership 
card). It is quite true there were some 
difficulties of a technical nature after it 
had been given to me in 1928, and I 


believe that the cheque with which I paid 
my subscription was framed instead of 
cashed. At that time I took the advice 
of the Law Officers of the Crown and 
they assured me that my legal status as 
a trade unionist rested on secure founda- 
tions! 


TRADE UNIONS’ PART 


“ Trade unionism in Britain has done 
a good job for the nation. Its leaders 
are playing an ever-increasing part in our 
complicated native-grown system of 
society and Government. A large part of 
the influence of our trade union leaders, 
which is perhaps greater than in any 
other country, undoubtedly comes from 
the long terms for which they hold their 
offices, and the difficulty of getting them 
out once they are in! They are able to 
stand a lot of knocking about and are 
able to serve causes independent of the 
popular feeling of the moment. Of 
course there are disputes in every trade, 
but there are very few on a large scale 
in the building industry that cannot be 
settled by patience and good will. 


““T have thought a lot about the build- 
ing trade in my day and there was one 
feature in it which I felt sure must often 
have caused an underlying sense of 
anxiety to bricklayers and their mates. 
As they laid the bricks with their skill. 
including the angies and apertures, and 
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The Prime Minister is at the top table, fourth from left. 


the structure mounted steadily—and often 
rapidly—they could not help asking 
themselves ‘ What happens when the job 
is done?’ They must sometimes have 
felt like the shipwrecked sailor on a raft 
who has to burn up one of his planks 
every day to cook his dinner! I am quite 
sure that this feeling has, in fact, passed 
away. There is no doubt that the build- 
ing trade employers and men have only 
to do what is right and fair to each other 
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Sir Winston Churchill responding to the 
toast of H.M. Government. 





E* 





























































































168B 


and to their fellow countrymen to have a 
long and assured stability of employment 
before them. 

“ We live in an anxious and uncertain 
world where all sorts of things may 
happen, but it is not easy to see how any- 
thing short of a world crash could deprive 
the building industry of a prolonged de- 
mand for its services and provide a 
constant flow of work in which steadily 
improving methods will carry with them 
steadily improving conditions, and here, 
let me say that the high sense of responsi- 
bility very widely shown by unions in re- 
cent years has been met by the qualities 
of the employers. There are still two sides 
in industry but they work together in in- 
creasing accord. The common interest is 
now widely understood and this must 
ever be a source of confidence and good 
will between the employers and wage 
earners. 

““We have now entered the New Year 
1955. This will be the first year since 
1940 in which the building industry has 
been free of direct control. It may well 
be the greatest building year in our his- 
tory. Since the,present Government took 
office almost a million houses have been 
built in Great Britain. This means that 
at least three million people are living in 
new homes, and one has the gratifying 
thought that that should be a very 
sensible easement to the life of a nation 
and be particularly welcome to young 
married couples seeking a home of their 
own. I have followed with attention the 
progress of our British building and re- 
building for many years. As long ago 
as 1944, as we approached the climax of 
the war, I took the chair of the Housing 
Squad, as we were called, and I men- 
tioned in a broadcast 300,000 as a figure 
at which we should aim. When six years 
later we declared our resolve to build 
300,000 houses a year we were told this 
was impossible. When the final figures 
are available it will be seen that last 
year we built nearly 350,000 including 
over 250,000 to let and nearly 100,000 for 
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the owner-occupier.” “I like,” added Sir 
Winston, “that old saying ‘ An English- 
man’s home is his castle.’ 

“ At the outbreak of the last war slum 
clearance came to an abrupt end. After 
the war there was no option but to con- 
centrate upon new building, but now we 
have felt able to call upon local authori- 
ties to prepare programmes of slum 
clearance which will sweep away the 
worst of our accumulation. We have also 
asked them to give increased attention 
to the task of looking after the older 
houses which, if brought up to date, 
could still render many years of useful 
service. The building industry is there- 
fore faced with a considerably increased 
programme. To achieve this task will 
call for the highest qualities and effort. 
Labour-serving devices, a much better 
term than labour-saving, should be freely 
welcomed. The demands made on the 
industry are widely felt. In some parts of 
the country stone craftsmen are well 
needed for a skill differing little from that 
expected of their forefathers when 
Roman legionaries worshipped Mithras 
in his Temple beside the Thames. For 
others it is the men of the building in- 
dustry who are responsible for the erec- 
tion of the more modern though less ele- 
gant structures which atomic scientists 
demand in the civil and military field. 

“The builder may find himself called 
upon to restore the past or to open the 
future. I feel tonight that the British 
building industry has a buoyant future 
before it. That it will be worthy of this 
opportunity, that it will keep pace with 
the demands of modern society and the 
speed of modern life, that it will main- 
tain the structure of taste and good 
workmanship of which British builders 
have been proved throughout the cen- 
turies is my belief. 

“IT wish you all good fortune and 
success.” 

The Prime Minister was responding to 
the toast of HM Government, proposed 
by the President. Mr. GROSVENOR said: 





Sir Winston Churchill with the President and Mrs. Grosvenor at the National 
Federation Dinner. 
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“ Tonight I am especially privileged be- 
cause I have the undoubted honour to 
couple with the toast the name of the 
Prime Minister, for whom we all have 
the very highest regard and to whom we 
extend the warmest of welcomes. As 
the only living Honorary Freeman of the 
City of Bath, the Prime Minister will be 
interested to hear that in the Bath Public 
Library’s copy of Philip Guedalla’s 
*“Mr. Churchill—a Portrait,’ on page 40, 
where the sentence occurs * but Randolph 
Churchill left a son,’ an admiring reader 
has written *‘ Thank Heaven, and this is 
endorsed by a second reader, ‘ So say I — 
and so say all of us. 

“ All those engaged in the great work 
of constructing the homes and the many 
other buildings essential to a_ healthy, 
happy and prosperous nation regard your 
presence here tonight, Sir, as a great 
honour, and my Federation is delighted 
to share that honour with the rest of the 
team, having proved that the best results 
can only be achieved if we all work as a 
team. 


EVER HIGHER STANDARDS 


“We have assumed, Prime Minister, 
that by and large you are reasonably 
pleased with our efforts both during and 
since the War. We realise, however, that 
you are never fully satisfied and we sus- 
pect your hope is that we shall build to 
ever higher standards and at an ever in- 
creasing pace and at diminishing prices. 
Your presence here tonight will do a great 
deal to stimulate all of us to greater efforts 
in those directions, and the knowledge that 
in pursuing an objective you, being an 
expert bricklayer and therefore blessedly 
human, are not unaccustomed to putting 
pep into everybody, will also be helpful.” 

For very many years the Federation 
had done its best to co-operate with the 
Government of the day, and knew that its 
help had been appreciated, Mr. Grosvenor 
continued. The Federation had not always 
seen eye to eye with any Government, 
but when it had differed it had recognised 
that the task of a Government was to 
govern, and that even the best of Govern- 
ments sometimes made mistakes and 
occasionally made itself responsible for 
legislation which most people found diffi- 
cult to understand. 

“IT am confident,” concluded the Presi- 

t, “ that in the months and years which 
lie ahead we, the building team, shall in- 
crease our efforts to provide all those 
buildings essential to the spiritual and 
social needs of the people. May we 
never again be called upon to repair and 
replace the ravages of War.” 

The toast of “ The Guests” was pro- 
posed by Mr. Harvey Frost (President- 
elect) in a witty and cordial speech. MR. 
CHARLES Bowy er (President, RICS) who 
responded, referred to the amount ol 
legislation currently being passed. Laws, 
he said, used to be codes of simple be- 
haviour. Now what had they become? 
Gibbon, in his Decline and Fall, referred 
to the 12 tables of Roman law which 
eventually became overwhelmed with new 
statutes. Gibbon recalled a law which 
laid down that anyone who proposed a 
new statute should present it with a rope 
round his neck; if the new proposal was 
rejected, he was immediately strangled. 
“TI wonder if there is not a lesson for 
use here,” said Mr. Bowyer. 

e's A list of some of the guests present is oD 

page 1 
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View of front elevation. 


OFFICE BUILDING AT ATLAS ROAD, WILLESDEN 


Architects 
J}. STANLEY BEARD, BENNETT & WILKINS 


Quantity Surveyors 
VEALE & SANDERS 


Builders 
SIR ROBERT McALPINE & 
SONS, LTD. 


Main entrance. 
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A director’s office with conference room adjoining. 


HE new three-storey office block on the site of the 
Atlas-road, Willesden, meat-products and bacon 
factories of T. Wall and Sons, Ltd., houses the entire 
office staff of those two factories. The new building 
releases previous office space in the meat-products 
factory which is urgently needed by the production 
side. 

The site chosen for the building looks directly 
on to the approach road which serves the factories. 
The new block occupies the whole of the frontage 
at present available, and is so designed that an addi- 
tional floor can be added if required. 

The main entrance, staircase, lavatories and cloak- 
rooms are located at the north end of the building so 
as to allow uninterrupted office space on the south side. 
This is 104 ft. long and 42 ft. wide, with provision for 
further extensions southwards. The building spans 
an access road near its north end, and to allow 14 ft. 
clear headroom here a ground-storey height higher 
than normal was necessary. The whole of the main 
part of the building is planned on a 4-ft. grid, which 
particularly suits the Holoplast partitioning adopted 
for the two upper floors. 

Piling —Previous experience in building on this 
part of the site indicated that there would be a very 











considerable depth of filling, and, in fact, this was 
found to be about 54 ft. The whole of the building, 
except the ground-floor slab, is supported on 17 in. 
diameter piles each about 60 ft. long. The use of 
bored piles enabled work to start almost at once and, 
by using several rigs, all 65 piles were completed in 
seven weeks. 

The structural frame of the building is of reinforced 
concrete with hollow pot floors spanning across the 
building and supported on beams at the outside and 
down the centre, thus giving completely flush ceilings, 
except for the central beam. ‘The first floor and roof 
project beyond the general building face on the two 
long sides and form a frame which is filled in with 
Wallspan curtain walling about 18 ft. high, fixed at top 
and bottom and gaining intermediate support from the 
second floor. ‘The hollow aluminium Wallspan mul- 
lions at 4 ft. centres are placed approximately 4 in. 
clear in front of the reinforced concrete columns and 
beams. The space allows unobstructed runs both 
horizontally and vertically for ducting or other services. 

Windows.—All the windows embodied in the Wall- 
span are aluminium to avoid painting and are of two 
types on each floor—projected top-hung for the main 
windows with small horizontally centre-pivoted 
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Second-floor plan. 
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windows above. The undercill 
panels and a band at the top are 
filled with Vitroslab panels consist- 
ing of an outer square of obscure 
glass completely sealed at the edges 
to an inner skin of coloured glass and 
backed with insulation board to give 
a total thickness of 13 in. and an 
insulation value better than that of 
an 11-in. hollow brick wall. 

Heating and lighting. —Heating is 
effected by Vectair convector units 
which run continuously along the 
two long sides of the building, sup- 
ported on light metal frames behind 
Vitroslab panels and so arranged 
that the offices are always correctly 
heated and the face plates always 
removable, no matter how the par- 
titioning is arranged on the 4-ft. 
grid. With the continually chang- 
ing requirements of a modern office 
organisation, it is essential to pro- 
vide for the greatest flexibility of 
partitions ; by arranging the Vec- 
tairs in this manner any change of View in entrance hall. 
office layout can be carried out with- 
out difficulty. 

Lighting is by means of 4-ft. and 
5-ft. twin-tube fittings with 2-ft. 
twin-tube fittings in the corridors, 














oe all mounted directly on the ceiling. 
mene, The lighting conduits are run in the 
a7 ye screed of the floor or roof above. 

seal, An extensive system of under- 
eted in floor ducting is incorporated to allow 

for internal and external telephones 
nforced and power outlets at 6 ft. centres 
oss the and for the use of socket outlets 


ih adil for all three services, thus avoiding 
the more usual black bakelite GPO 





pee box outlets. 

he two Floors and panelling—The en- 
in with trance hall is paved in San Stefano 
1 at top marble and Hadene stone, the main 
-om the staircase being finished with terrazzo 
in mul- treads and risers, an open, anodised 
y 4 in. aluminium balustrade and a quar- 
ins and tered-elm dado on the wall side. 
is both The floors and lower 7 ft. of the 
ervices. walls of the lavatories and cloak- 
e Wall- rooms are finished in terrazzo and 
of two the floors of all the offices in 
1e main muhuhu wood blocks. Following 
pivoted is a list of sub-contractors :— 


Piling, Pressure Piling Co. (Parent), 
Ltd. ; Wallspan and windows, Williams 
and Williams, Ltd. ; heating and ven- 
tilation, Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd. ; 
electrical and underfloor duct work, 
David Thomson and Sons, Ltd. ; 
terrazzo, Marriott and Price, Ltd. ; 
woodblock floors, Horsley, Smith & Co., 
Ltd. ; external concrete paints, Stic B 
Paint Sales, Ltd. ; basement water- 
proofing, Sika, Ltd. ; stone and marble 
pavings, J. Whitehead and Sons, Ltd. ; 
handrailing, etc., Light Steelwork 
(1925), Ltd. ; plumbing, Smeaton and 
Sons, Ltd. ; joinery, James Walker, 








re: Ltd. ; partitioning, Holoplast, Ltd.; 
: = furniture, Story & Co., Ltd. 

— — 
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Clean entrance and water tower, housing plenum and calorifier plant. 


PITHEAD BATHS AT LADY VICTORIA AND 
LINGERWOOD COLLIERIES, SCOTLAND 


Architect to Welfare Branch, National Coal Board (Scottish Division) 
D. D. JACK, FRIBA, FRIAS 


Assistant Architects 
G. N. MACKINTOSH, ARIB4A, ARIAS, T. W. GALE, LRIBA, AIAA, D. W. SEATON, 
Dip.Arch (Edin.), ARIBA, ¥. A. DEWAR 
Clerks of Works: }. H. C. MARSHALL and A. L. T. BANNERMAN 
Builders: WHATLINGS, LTD. 








View from south, showing (on left) gantry linking with Lady Victoria Colliery. 
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HE site chosen for the installa- 
tion of these pithead baths 
covers an area of about three acres, 
and the approach road to it from 
the main highway passes the colliery 
and sub-area offices. The north- 
west corner of the site is occupied 
by the area laboratory buildings 
recently erected. There is a varia- 
tion in levels over the site which 
falls about 10 ft. from back to front. 
The facilities provided and the 
standard of the various finishes are 
in accordance with those agreed by 
the National Coal Board for pit- 
head baths generally. 

The scheme is built strictly to a 
utility pattern where the appearance 
and efficiency depend mainly upon 
the planning and adequacy of the 
fittings, the only departure from this 
standard being in the entrance hall 
and lobby which have a slightly 
better quality finish in the hard- 
wood screens and the _ revolving 
door, and the walls and floors are 
made as attractive as possible by the 
use of decorative tiling and hung 
ceilings. Glass screening also is 
used with some effect in this part 
of the building to give brightness 
and added interest in the con- 
temporary style. 

In consultation with the Board’s 
Chief Civil Engineer, Mr. A. Young, 
MInstCE, it was decided to 
erect the building generally of 
brick load-bearing walls with con- 
crete floors and flat roofs. The 
foundations are of 12 in. thick 
reinforced concrete strips on stiff 
clay foundation and the under- 
building generally is of 18 in. solid 
brickwork. The ground floor is of 
poured concrete. The first floor of 
the two-storey portion is con- 
structed of precast reinforced con- 
crete slabs, screeded and designed 
to carry a load of 100 Ib. per super 
foot resting on transverse precast 
concrete beams fixed at 7 ft. 6 in. 
centres. 

These concrete beams in turn are 
supported at their outer ends on 
18 in. thick by 1 ft. 104 in. solid 
brick piers between windows and 
internally on continuous spreader 
beams. At window heads, a con- 
tinuous precast beam acts as both 
lintol and tie. External panels be- 
tween piers are of 18 in. cavity 
brick walls with 9 in. inner skin. 

The construction on single-storey 
portions and at first floor are similar, 
namely, 14 in. cavity walls with 
solid brick piers where the windows 
are closely spaced and roofed in 
one span by precast prestressed 
hollow concrete slabs designed to 
take a superimposed load of 20 lb. 
per square foot. 

The floors mainly are finished in 
asphalt which is especially neces- 
sary on the first-floor where exces- 
sive water from the bath-house 
would otherwise percolate through 
to the rooms below. The bath- 
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Clean entrance lobby, showing staircase leading to first floor. 


houses are tiled to ceiling height. 
The cubicle partitions specially 
designed for this purpose are of 
24-in. glazed brick. 

The medical centre is provided 
with all the necessary fittings and 
equipment in accordance’ with 
accepted standard practice for a 
scheme of this size. The canteen, 
which is separate from the main 
block, is designed to give a light 
meal or snack to the men before 
or after their work. The dining 
space has been made attractive by 
means of tiling and decoration 
bearing in mind that it will have to 
stand up to a great deal of wear 
and tear over a number of years. 


The approximate cost of the 
scheme is made up as _ follows: 
Pithead baths building (£166,673), 
canteen (£15,164), medical centre 
(£11,226), gantry (£28,305), covered 
way, including site works (£8,500). 
Following is a list of sub-contractors: 


Precast concrete, Concrete, Ltd.; heating 
installation, Richard Crittall and Co., Ltd.; 
asphalter, W. G. Walker and Sons (Edinburgh), 
Ltd.; tiling, S.G.B. (Dudley), Ltd., and 
Carter and Co. (fixing by R. Campbell and 
Sons); electrical installation, James Kilpatrick 
and Son, Ltd.; clothes lockers, Vernons 
Industries, Ltd.; water storage tank, Mather 
and Platt, Ltd. ; patent glazing, W. H. Hey- 
wood and Co., Ltd.; ironmongery, N. F. 
Ramsay and Co., Ltd.; terrazzo, R. Campbell 
and Sons; sanitary fittings, J. and R. Howie, 
Ltd.; revolving doors, Colmans, Ltd.; boot 
cleaning and greasing equipment, Gummers, 
Hey zarden work, Bannatyne and Jackson, 

td. 


Boot brushing and greasing room at pit entrance ( first-floor level), looking down 
gantry leading to pithead. 
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Beg oli BUNGALOW AT HARLYN BAY, NEAR PADSTOW, CORNWALL 


ckers, Vernons 
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20, R, Campbell Architect Te > which pret sop 
. Saks beak eer is built forms part of the san 
nent, Gummers, VYVYAN SALISBURY, FRIBA dunes overlooking very fine coastal 
a scenery, and the windows of the 

principal bedroom and sitting-room 

Builder have been placed on the corner to 
H. FORCE take advantage of the magnificent 
scenery. The site is very exposed, 
and as much protection as possible 
has been provided to the entrance, 
together with a covered way between 
the garage, fuel stores and back door. 
The hot water is provided by an Aga 
model CB. 

Construction.—All walls are 
concrete block. External walls have 
a cavity and are rendered in cement 
and finished with white Cullamix 
Tyrolean finish. The roof is 
covered in Delabole slates; garage 
roof is covered with felt set in 
bitumen. Windows are galvanised 
iron with dub-frames. 











Finishes —All floors throughout 
the bungalow are wood block. Walls 
are finished with a rough surface and 
distempered ivory. All woodwork 
is stained and wax polished. 








With outbuildings, loggia, garage 
SCALE OF FEET and covered way, the total floor area 
je Dee ‘S 29 ss was 1,295 ft. super. The bungalow 
looking down was built over a period between 


Plan of the bungalow. 1951-53 for about £1,937. 
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SOCIETIES 


BIRMINGHAM AND FIVE 
COUNTIES AA 


Annual Dinner 


ROPOSING a toast to “The City of 
Birmingham” at the annual dinner of 
the Birmingham and Five Counties Archi- 
tectural Association, in Birmingham, on 
January 21, Mr. Stansfield T. Walker, presi- 
dent of the Association, said that architec- 
turally the present generation should express 
itself in terms of how it felt. Should new 
buildings be timorous or bold? Should they 
be the kind of thing which could guarantee 
a modicum of approval, or should a chance 
sometimes be taken? I suppose it does not 
matter so long as they are sincere,” he said. 
** What would be sad would be if our archi- 
tecture became a hotch-potch of clichés 
which, like any ill-founded fashion, would 
date. It remains to be seen, but my guess 
is that this vigorous city is in the mood to 
embark on a new architectural era in the 
spirit of the times, and will not be content 
to follow the City of London’s lead with 
its prospective blocks of sham solidity. 

“Unlike Coventry, who have seized their 
opportunity with such skill and enthusiasm, 
the development of our central area here 
is influenced by existing buildings. The 
bombs fell too many, but too far between 
on Birmingham.” 

However, in Birmingham, scholarship 
would have to be tempered with ingenuity 
to blend with an uncertain heritage, particu- 
larly at a time when the form of building 
had been revolutionised by changing tech- 
niques, due in themselves mainly to the 
immensely increased cost of material and 
skill. 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON 
“The Builder’ Prizes, 1954 


The Builder prizes for 1954 at the Bartlett 
School of Architecture, University College, 
London, have been awarded as follows:— 

Senior Prize: M. R. Evans; Highly Com- 
mended: Janet Bentley. 

Junior Prize: M. Bailey. 


BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
EDUCATION 


The Tite Prize and Soane Medallion 
Competitions, 1955-56 


MPHE Board of Architectural Education 
have called the attention of intending 
competitors to the fact that the closing date 
for the submission of forms of application 
for the Tite Prize is February 23, next. 

THE TITE Prize, a certificate and the sum 
of £100 for the study of the Architecture of 
the Italian Renaissance, is confined to pro- 
bationers and elected students of the RIBA 
and elected students of Dominion Allied 
Societies who have passed the RIBA Inter- 
mediate or equivalent examination, or pro- 
duce certificates from members of the RIBA 
to the effect that they have reached the re- 
quired standard. Students who have passed 
the RIBA Final or equivalent examination 
at the time of the en loge competition are 
not eligible to compete. 

Under the arrangements for the competi- 
tion only one en loge competition will be 
held. This will take place in London and at 
non-Metropolitan centres on March 31, next. 
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THE SOANE MEDALLION and the sum of 
£120. The competition is confined to 
members of the RIBA and of the Allied 
Societies Overseas and elected Students of 
the RIBA and of the Allied Societies Over- 
seas, who have passed the RIBA Final or 
equivalent examination or who have pro- 
duced certificates from members of the 
RIBA to the effect that they have reached the 
required standard. With regard to the RIBA 
Final or equivalent examination, students 
need not have passed the Professional 
Practice Examination to be taken after 12 
months’ practical experience. 

The en loge competition for the Soane 
Medallion will be held on the same day as 
that for the Tite Prize, i.e., March 31. The 
closing date for the submission of forms of 
application is February 25, next. 


Forms of application for admission to the 
competitions may be obtained at the RIBA. 
66 Portland-place, London, WI1. 


CAEN RISES AGAIN 


By a Correspondent 


N June 4 next, there will be special 

ceremonies at Caen, in Normandy, to 
mark the rebuilding of the University of 
Caen. This was founded in 1432, with 
the agreement of King Henry VI of 
England, and was completely destroyed 
during the Battle of Normandy in 1944. 
It has now risen from its ruins, and the 
white stone of the new buildings forms a 
landmark visible for miles. 


The architects, M. Bernard and M. 
Hur, are well known in France. The 
former won the “ Grand Prix de Rome.” 
The plans have been carried out under 
the general direction of the director of 
the “ Ecole de Beaux-Arts.” 

I visited Caen immediately after the 
war, and was horrified by the destruction. 
No other town in Normandy, except Saint 
Lo, suffered so badly. According to the 
Mayor, M. Guillou, in the centre of the 
city no fewer than 8,000 of the 10,000 
houses were utterly destroyed by bombs 
and shells. Out.of 55,000 inhabitants. 
10,000 were buried beneath the ruins. 

British architects will particularly 
mourn the loss, not only of the extremely 
picturesque old private houses, but of 
the Town Hall, the Natural History 
Museum and the Museum of Antiquities. 
The Ducal Palace has gone forever, an 
the famous wooden house, built in 1380, 
was burnt to ashes. Fortunately, the 
Church of St. Pierre, a masterpiece begun 
in the style of the thirteenth-century 
Gothic, although hit by shells, remains 
as an example of French Renaissance 
architecture. 


SPEED OF REBUILDING 


Caen to-day is a most stimulating place, 
not only because of the speed of the re- 
building, but as an example of the 
indomitable spirit of its inhabitants. Great 
blocks of flats have been built which, for 
strength of construction, attractiveness of 
design and comfort, bear comparison with 
any working-class block dwellings erected 
since the war in the British Isles. Indeed, 
there is much to be learnt at Caen in the 
lay-out of some of the new streets, with 
the buildings placed at an angle, so as to 
catch every possible ray of sunshine, and 
in the economical use of the local stone, 
of which several of our English cathedrals 
were originally built. 
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The outline of a well-thought-out town 
plan is visible, even to the non-technical 
visitor, if he stands outside the station 
and looks to the north. From there he 
can admire a vista along a broad boule- 
vard to the ancient castle, which resisted 
modern bombs and shells, and can see in 
the background the new University. 


THE NEW UNIVERSITY 


The creation of a modern University 
has been an immense enterprise, and is a 
proof in steel and stone of how quickly 
the battered ruins have been replaced. 
Alone of all the universities of France, 
Caen suffered the complete destruction of 
all its buildings. But the soul remained 
alive. An outward and visible home in 
which to provide for the needs of 3,500 
students and research workers is already 
completed. It was indeed a fine gesture 
by the Speaker of the House of Commons 
to be present himself on the day when 
the first stone of the new building was 
laid, for since the year 1424 Franco-British 
intellectual co-operation has been the 
inspiration of this Norman University. 

The rebuilt University is linked with 
the centre of the town by a new road, 
with attractive flats on each side, which 
leads direct to the administrative build- 
ings. Higher up the hill hostels for 
students have been built. There are two 
hostels of 60 rooms each, one for men 
and the other for women, a restaurant, 
gymnasium, swimming bath and a sana- 
torium. The rector welcomes here 
teachers and students, not only from 
Great Britain, but from the United States, 
Canada and the Scandinavian countries. 

Behind all this material reconstruction 
are a handful of far-sighted men and 
women who have provided the necessary 
drive and inspiration. One of the most 
remarkable of these is M. Daure, the pre- 
sent rector of the University, who is a 
man in his fifties, and who was moved 
from Bordeaux to Caen in order to guide 
the University’s renaissance. In pre-war 
years he was known as one of the out- 
standing scientists and mathematicians in 
the academic world of France. During 
the war he was a mysterious figure, the 
anonymous leader of the Resistance 
Movement in one of the most important 
regions of France. When liberation came 
and he was appointed by General de 
Gaulle to be one of the first Prefects, his 


d contribution to victory became known. 


His main concern since then has been the 
rebuilding of the ancient University, so 
that once again after more than 500 years, 
it has become a centre of study and 
friendship between Normandy and the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. 


A BUSY RETIREMENT 

FEW ARCHITECTS in retirement can be 
busier than Mr. Sidney Loweth, who re- 
cently gave up as Kent County Architect. 
Since then he has been nominated to stand 
for Ashford Urban area in the forth- 
coming Kent CC elections; placed on the 
Kent Council of the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem; become CPRE Warden of 
Folkestone and Hythe; elected to the 
executive of the Hythe Citizens’ Union, 
and appointed architect for the Parmiters 
Foundation School, Cambridge Heath. 
Those who admire Mr. Loweth’s bound- 
less energy will be delighted to know that 
he has found so much with which to 
occupy himself in a retirement which 
clearly is one in name only. 


Janus 
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News of the Week 


ADDRESS TO STUDENTS 


M R. C. H. ASLIN, CBE, FRIBA, presi- 

dent of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, will deliver an address to 
students at the RIBA on February 1. He 
will also distribute prizes and student- 
ships. Mr. Raymond C. Erith, FRIBA, 
will criticise work submitted for the prizes 
and studentships, 


HOSPITAL BUILDING 


A SCHEME has been poperre by J. F. 
Watkins and Partners, of High W combe, 
Bucks, for extensions to the adcliffe 
Infirmary, Oxford. The scheme will 
include, in the first instance, the erection 
of two new wards, the reconstruction of 
three other wards, twin operating theatres 
and considerable extensions to the 
laboratory and research departments. The 
cost of the work will be in the region 
of £400,000, 


COVENTRY ARCHITECT 


Mr. ARTHUR GEORGE LING, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, chief planning officer of the 
LCC since 1946, has been appointed 
Coventry City architect and planning 
officer in succession to Mr. Donald E. 
Gibson, CBE, ARIBA, who becomes 
county architect for Nottinghamshire on 
February 1. Salary for the Coventry post 
is - rig rising to £2,650. Mr. Ling. is 
age 


APPOINTMENT OPEN 


THE Post of Deputy County Architect, 
Devon, is advertised in this issue. 


RAILWAY MODERNISATION 


Detalts of British Railways’ £1,200m. 
modernisation scheme were made known 
on Tuesday. Most of this money, it 
appears, will be s gam on electrification, 
the replacement of steam by diesel loco- 
motives and new track and signalling 
equipment, but large sums will also be 
spent on new bridges and tunnels and 
£20m. has been allocated for bridge re- 
newals alone. A substantial sum, of the 
order of £55m., has also been allocated 
for the reconstruction of passenger and 
parcels stations and carriage cleaning and 
servicing depots. Completion dates for the 
major portions of the plan are not 
hazarded, though it is indicated that the 
task might be spread over something like 
15 years. 

The aim, it is stated, must be “to ex- 
ploit the great material advantages of rail- 
ways as bulk transporters of passengers 
and goods and to revolutionise the charac- 
ter of the services provided by both.” As 
for freight, it is estimated that, even allow- 
ing for some ratienalisation of production 
to save transport, the total demand will 
continue to grow. 


“WINTRY JOKE” : 


Burst and frozen pipes are still all too 
common in our homes as soon as we get 
a cold spell. In a leading article in last 
Saturday’s John Bull the question is 
asked, “ Are the British never going to 
tire of this wintry joke?” The solution 
suggested by John Bull, the adoption of 
a National Code of Plumbing, would 
appear to have much to-commend it, for 
it seems that the existing by-laws still 
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leave the way open for the thoughtless 
builder to lay pipes in exposed places in 
lofts and elsewhere. America already 
has such a code, which can be adapted 
according to the local climate. 

Plumbers, according to the editorial. 
are not ah ygwane A to blame, and most of 
them would welcome the general adop- 
tion of good plumbing practice. They 
blame the builders for putting the pipes 
in the wrong places. Architects must 
bear some share of responsibility, but the 
majority of privately built houses are, of 
course, “ designed ”’ without the aid of an 
architect, : 

However, as has been pointed out by 
the DSIR, even the best frost-proofed 
plumbing heeds care by the householder. 
Pipes must be lagged and, as a last 
resort drained. 


PLANNING IN INDIA 


A TALK on “ Chandigarh and Planning 
Development in India” will be given by 
Mr. E. Maxwell Fry, CBE, FRIBA, and 
Miss Jane B. Drew, FRIBA, at the Royal 
Society of Arts on February 3. 


ROMAN LONDON 


AN ADDRESS on “ Roman London ” will 
be given by Mr. W. F. Grimes, CBE, 
PSA director of the London Museum, at 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors on February 7 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


Mr. T. J. Hocxina, chief clerk of work 
of Plymouth City Architect’s Depart- 
ment, has been appointed clerk of works 
to. the Reconstruction .Committee of 
Coventry Cathedral. 

Trained in a family business and then 
acting as general foreman to a number of 
Plymouth firms, Mr. Hocking entered 
Admiralty service in 1938 and from then 
until he entered the City Architect’s 
Department in 1946 he was engaged in 
civil engineering and general building 
work in various places, including Scot- 
land, West and South Africa and the 
Middle East. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Messrs. RAGLAN Squire & PartTNers, architects 
and consulting engineers, have opened an office in 
Baghdad. Their address is Selim Building (New 
Spinneys), El Rashid-st., Baghdad, Iraq, where they 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues, etc. The 
firm’s Rangoon office has now been transferred to 
343, ee Rangoon, Burma (P.O, Box No. 
1256). Mr. RAGLAN Squire leaves early in February 
for Rangoon, Dacca and Baghdad, and will return 
in April. Mr. Bye and Mr. JOHNSON also leave 
ng for visits to Rangoon and Baghdad respec- 
tively. . 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, January 27, 1855 


THE NEW COMMISSION OF METRO- 
POLITAN SEWERS. — A general court was 
héld on 16th inst. Sir John Shelley 
brought into special notice a subject to 
which we have strenuously drawn atten- 
tion, namely, the fact that the Commis- 
sioners of Sewers are virtually and 
actually not Drainage Commissioners. 
Mr. waites added a new instance of 
what we have also pointed out — that 
tenants will rather submit to be without 
drains, and to suffer from all the abomi- 
nations of cesspools, than set what little 
passive power the commissioners may 
have to work for the amendment of these 
crying evils. Something must be. done 
about it—that seems very clear. 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION 
DINNER 
List of Guests 


AMONG the 900 guests present at the 
National Federation of Building Tsades 
Employers’ dinner in the Dorchester 
Hotel on Tuesday night (reported on 
page 168a) were the following:— 


Mrs. G. W. Grosvenor, Mr. Nigel Birch 
of Works) and Mrs. Birch, M. A. 
Fed. of Building and i 
Borie, Mr. Charles Connell (Pres., British 
Fed.) and Mrs. — +, 2 Harvey 
Charles Bowyer, Mr. Basil Spence, M. R, 
Pradeau (Pres., French. ““ red. of Building Ti 
Employers), Si 


Lord Terrington, Mr. J. H. 
Sir Richard and Lady Coppock, Mauri 
Lady Dean, Sir Nicolas and Lady de Villers M. 
Mme. A. P. Ducret, Sir Robert and Lady Fi 
Dr. F. M. Lea and Mrs. Lea, Sir Frederick 
Sir Charles Mole, Mr. Eric Seal, Dame Evelyn 

Sir Jonah and Lady Walker-Smith, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gwe 3 pitzcmh. Mr. and Mrs, G. Banks 
and Mrs. R. R. O. Barwick, Mr. and Mrs. F. 
Beazley, M. Ww. an Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Bryant, Mr. and Mrs. E. G. S. we 
Mrs. C. D. Calverley, Mr. and Mrs. D. 
T. Fife Clark, John Colville, Mr. 
Comben, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
& S. Cothliff, Mr. and Mrs. Dudley 
Mrs. Curton. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. A. de Vigier, Mr. and 
Farrow, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Forsha 
Kc. 5. Foster, Mr. and Mrs. R. 
yn Ne. B. J. Garrett, S. R. Gerdes, Mr. and 

A. Gerrard, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gilbert, 
Mrs. R. G. Harvey Greenham, Nigel 
vice-Pres., NFBTE), Mr. and Mrs, S. 
Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Henderson, Mr. 
McCowan Hill, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald 
Mrs. L. J. Holloway, Mr. and Mrs. Wilfrid 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hudson, Mr. 
G. H. A. Hughes, Mr. and Mrs. I. 
Mr. and Mrs, R. Kean, Mr. and pi. = 
Mr. and Mrs. J. As Laing, Mr. and Mrs. W 
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Mr. and Mrs. Leighton, Mr. afd Mrs. 
Leslie, R. a “Lloyd, Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Longley, D. C. Mallam, Mr. ont Mrs. D. E. ~ 


bine Parish, Mr. and Mrs. R. Porter, Mr. 
Mrs. Alan Pitt Robbins, Mr. and oh Denis eho: 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Ian Robertson, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Gordon Rowlands, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Russon, 

. W. ee eee 
Seen, F. M. Sleeman, C. D. Sp 
E. Stenning, Sydney Tatchell. 
H. Tha 


Mrs. L. 


Smith, Mr. and Lestie Wallis, Mr. and Mrs. 


Norman Walls, Mr. and irs. N. E. Wates, s 
and Mrs. R. W.. Wates, Mr. and Mrs. R. W. 
Whittington, Mr. and Mrs. S. F. Wilkinson and Mr. 
and Mrs. R. S. Williams. 


OBITUARY 
N. S. Pippard 


WE REGRET to announce the sudden death 
of Mr. N. S. Pippard of the Building Opera- 
tions Research Unit, DSIR, on January 12. 
Mr. Pippard, who was 57, was for many 
years a master builder and had a wide 
experience of building practice. 

On demobilisation in 1945 he joined the 
Chief Scientific Adviser’s Division of the 
Ministry of Works and became very inter- 
ested in certain problems associated with the 
economics of building. In 1950, when the 
division was transferred to DSIR, Mz. 
Pippard became a member of the staff of the 
Building Research Station, and, at his death, 
was a senior experimental officer in the 
Building Operations Research Unit. 

During the last four years Mr. Pippard 
had been intimately concerned with building 
organisation and, in association with some 
of his colleagues, had been author of a num- 
ber of papers which have appeared in The 
Builder and other technical journals. 

Mr. Pippard will be greatly missed 
by his many friends and particularly by his 
colleagues at the Building Research Station. 


Arthur Welford, ARIBA, FSA 


WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
occurred on January 22 at Woodbridge, 
of Mr: Arthur Welford, ARIBA, FSA. 
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BUILDING IN KUWAIT 
Mr. Frankland Dark’s Talk at the AA 


% BUILDING in Kuwait” was the 

title of a lecture by Mr. B. FRANK- 
LAND Dark, FRIBA, given at an informal 
meeting of the Architectural Association 
at 36, Bedford-square, WC1, on Wednes- 
day, January 12. 


Mr. Dark said that Kuwait was a small 
city at the north-west end of the Persian 
Gulf. A trading settlement had been on 
the site for 300 years. Before the advent 
of oil the town had specialised in smugg- 
ling, gun running and the slave trade. For 
the past 200 years Kuwait had been ruled 
by a sheikly family having two branches. 
The present ruler was the most self-less 
man that he (Mr. Dark) knew of in the 
Arab world, his main object being to 
create a welfare state, himself taking prac- 
tically nothing of the wealth accruing 
from the production of petroleum now 
going on there. He wished to see that 
wealth broadly distributed amongst the 
people. Alongside the Sheik was a 
development board consisting of wealthy 
and old-established merchants, and this 
board was now reinforced by people who 
had recently migrated to Kuwait, which 
had become a sort of Klondike, attracting 
people, not only from neighbouring coun- 
tries, but also from every part of the 
world, 


As part of the policy of spreading 
wealth through the community it had been 
decided about a year ago that people 
could stake out claims to land required 
for the new city, and that the state would 
buy those areas to which a claim had 
been established. There was some question 
as to exactly where the new town was 
to be built, and there was one landowner 
who claimed that the plot he had to dis- 
pose of would be Kuwait’s Piccadilly 
Circus. He wanted £2m. for it. The 
development board thought this claim 
excessive, but the landowner sought and 
obtained an interview with the Sheik him- 
self. After this interview he announced 
that he would give the land gratis to the 
town in order that a much-needed water 
tower might be built. This seemed a 
magnificent gesture, but admiration 
ceased when it became known that the 
claimant had got his £2m. The Sheik 
had provided it out of his private purse. 


LACK OF WATER 


Lack of water was the reason why the 
country round Kuwait was desert: the 
soil was fertile, and for a few weeks in 
March and April the land was covered 
with flowers. One lantern slide showed 
that trees would grow if there was water. 
But during most of the year the whole 
country was burnt up. Temperatures 
ranged from 38° F. to 126° F. in the 
shade. In the sun they went up to 186° F. 
The more shade you could give the more 
you knocked off degrees of temperature. 
Thick walls and roofs were also useful, 
but there were in Kuwait prefabricated 
buildings constructed of materials giving 
but little resistance to heat, and yet where 
the conditions were bearable. But these 
were very large buildings and well venti- 
lated. He did not know what would be 
the result if similar construction was 
carried out for small buildings. 


The lecture was illustrated by coloured 
lantern slides showing old and new build- 
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ings. Mr. Dark said the old buildings 
had a character of charm and beauty. He 
contrasted a recently erected minaret with 
an old one. He showed the old house 


that the Sheik used now only for public’ 


business. There the Sheik went every 
morning, and anyone with a grievance 
had the right to see him. 

One slide showed a wall around the 
old town: it was erected in 1927 to keep 
out marauders. Other slides showed 
houses, shops, schools, a dormitory block 
in a technical college, a policeman’s 
shelter, a power station built in 1947, etc., 
etc. One photograph showed a jetty a 
mile long: it is the largest jetty in the 
world built for the shipment of oil. 
Another slide showed a house built for 
a European resident, Colonel Dickson. 
The walls of thjs house were thick. To 
make the roof chandles, i.e., poles to span 
from 12 to 13 ft. long were laid from 
wall to wall or from wall to a thick 
beam. Laid from wall to wall these 
chandles determined the width of the 
room; laid to a beam they gave a module; 
the room in such a case being a multiple 
of those modules. On the chandles split 
bamboos were laid, and on these mud 
was placed to a minimum depth of 8 in. 
This thickness was afterwards increased 
to 12 to 18 in., according to the necessity 
for filling in cracks. 

Mr. Dark said that beautiful colour 
effects were produced on the walls when 
the sun was near setting. Another inter- 
esting fact was that a public square had 
been paved with concrete which had not 
been brought to a smooth surface but 
roughly finished with a board. The effect 
was not only that the pavement was not 
slippery, but there was a pattern of shade 
restful to the eye. 


FEW LOCAL MATERIALS 


Mr. ALEXANDER GRAY asked to what 
extent local materials were now used in 
building in Kuwait. 

Mr. Dark said that the only things 
locally produced were sand and water. 
Bricks came from Irak and Persia, cement 
from all over Europe, timber from Europe 
and Africa. Everything was imported. 

Mr. Gray said that he had made a 
short visit to Kuwait a couple of years 
ago, and tonight it had been a delight 
to see those fascinating parts of the world 
again in the wonderful coloured photo- 
graphs that had been shown. When the 
sun’s glare was softened in the evening the 
colours came out. It was interesting, too, 
to see the almost medieval aspect of the 
people, and the medieval set-up of society 
in Kuwait. It was like England in the 
time of King John. The industrial and 
commercial buildings in Kuwait were as 
good as those anywhere else in the world. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. 
Dark. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


EARLY VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURE IN 
BRITAIN. Two vols. By  Henry-Russell 
Hitchcock. (London:. The Architectural 


Press.) Price £7 7s. 


THE HANDBOOK TO DECORATING AND PAINT- 
ING. By Cecil Jasper. (Worcester: Little- 
bury and Co., Ltd.) Price 12s. 6d. 


Down TO EartTH. By Robin Place. (Lon- 
don: Rockliff Publishing Corporation.) 
Price 16s. 
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SOME RECENT COURT 
CASES 


By a Legal Correspondent 


ARCHITECTS and builders, among 
others, will be interested in three 
recent court cases, one decided by the 
High Court and two in the county courts; 
In a case heard at the Chippenham 
County Court before Judge Jenkins, QC, 
a firm of architects claimed £52 10s. for 
services in connection with the prepara- 
tion of plans and specifications for a 
house. The plaintiffs were instructed to 
build a house and sent plans to the defen- 
dant and asked for observations. The 
defendant made 36 amendments or 
modifications. Thereupon the architects 
wrote to the effect that they wished to 
terminate their agreement to act as 
architects and stated that they would fer- 
ward an account for services rendered. 
They claimed that the contract was 
divisible and that they had obtained a 
right to payment when the contract was 
partially performed. 

The learned judge held that the con- 
tract was not divisible and there was no 
justification in law for bringing the con- 
tractual relationship to an end. The fact 
that use had been made of the plans by 
the defendant did not affect the position 
as there was no express contract that the 
defendant should pay for the use of the 
plaintiff's documents. Judgment was 
therefore given for the defendant. 


QUANTITY SURVEYOR’S CLAIM 


In the case of Payne v. Wheeldon, 
heard at Derby and Long Eaton County 
Court before Judge Braund, there was a 
claim by a quantity surveyor against a 
building contractor for fees. In the con- 
tract tenderers were asked to add to their 
tender 24 per cent. for surveyors’ fees 
and £14 for “typing and printing” ex- 
penses. It was agreed that these items 
were attributable to the plaintiff’s work. 
Clause 10 of the RIBA form of contract 
provided “The fees for preparing bills 
of quantities and the surveyor’s expenses 
(if any) stated therein shall be paid by 
the contractor to the surveyor im- 
mediately after receiving the amount of 
the certificate in which they are in- 
cluded.” 

The contract was for £2,400 and the 
plaintiff proved five certificates amount- 
ing to a total of £2,235. The plaintiff 
claimed £73 14s. Od. of which he had 
been paid £50. The learned judge de- 
cided that the employer was liable to 
pay the expenses but the method was by 
including them in the payment from 
time to time by the contractor. The con- 
tractor, who was a third party, was under 
no contractual obligation but was 
responsible for “‘ money had and received 
to the use of the plaintiff.” 

In the five certificates it appeared .that 
some part of each payment was attribut- 
able to the plaintiff’s work especially as 
they bore in four cases out of five a 
definite proportion to the total contract 
prices; namely, two at 25 per cent. an 
two at 1234 per cent. Therefore the 
plaintiff's total claim of £73 14s. 0d. 
should be accepted with a reduction 
corresponding to the relation the total 
value of the five certificates, namely 
£2,235, had to the contract price of 
£2,400. This worked out at £68 12s. 0d. 
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and, deducting the £50 already paid, 
judgment was given for the plaintiff for 
£18 12s. Od 


ARBITRATOR’S JURISDICTION 


The case of Windsor Rural District 
Council v. Otterway and Try, Lid.. 
heard in the Queen’s Bench Division of 
the High Court before Mr. Justice Dev- 
lin, was a special case stated by an 
arbitrator. under §S.21(1)(a) of the 
Arbitration Act 1950 asking whether he 
had jurisdiction to review the final certi- 
ficate. 

The difficulty arose in _ reconciling 
clauses 24(f) and 27 of the RIBA stan- 
dard form of contract. Clause 24(f) pro- 
vided that on the expiration of a certain 
period after completion of the works 
the architect should issue a final certifi- 
cate of the value of the works and that 
certificate except in certain circumstances 
should be conclusive evidence as to the 
sufficiency of the works. By clause 27 
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a dispute as to the construction of the 
contract or as to any matter arising 
thereunder or in connection therewith 
was to be referred to arbitration. The 
arbitrator was empowered “to open up, 
review and revise any certificate—and 
to determine all matters in dispute—in 
the same manner as if no such certificate 
had been given.” 

In the Windsor case, after the certifi- 
cate had been given and final payment 
made, it was claimed by the owners and 
the architect that the contractors had 
been overpaid some £1,000 in the mis- 
taken belief that the sum was due to 
them. The point for decision was 
whether clause 24(f) precluded the 
arbitrator from inquiring into the case. 
Mr. Justice Devlin held that the con- 
clusiveness of a final certificate under 
clause 24(f) was subject to the arbitrator’s 
right of review, and that he had the 
power to make an award as if no final 
certificate had been given. 





TOWN PLANNING DECISIONS 


Proposed Additions to Erith House: 
Minister Disallows Appeal 


FOLLOWING a public inquiry, the 
Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has dismissed an appeal by Mr. 
J. D. Hudson against the refusal of Erith 
Borough Council to grant planning per- 
mission for alterations and additions to a 
semi-detached house at No. 162, Park- 
crescent, Erith. It was proposed to remove 
the existing garage and replace it by a larger 
one with a bedroom and small kitchen over. 
Permission had been refused by the 
Council on the grounds that the develop- 
ment, if permitted, would seriously detract 
from the appearance of the house and if 
repeated by owners of other properties in 
the road would result in the formation of 
terraces of a most unsatisfactory’ design. 

On behalf of the Council, it was stated in 
the course of the inquiry that Park-crescent 
was one of the best residential roads in the 
borough and that the Council was anxious 
lest its appearance should be spoiled. The 
average distance between the houses was 
114 feet, whereas the present proposal 
would reduce the space between No. 162 
and its neighbour to two feet. In the Coun- 
cil’s opinion, that would not only have a 
detrimental effect upon the appeal premises, 
but also upon the appearance of the road 
generally. There were some 5,000 similar 
houses in Erith, and it was therefore very 
necessary to avoid creating a precedent in 
the borough for development such as that 
under appeal. The Council would, however, 
consider favourably any proposal which 
might be submitted for an addition at the 
tear of the house. 

The aprellant’s case was that the develop- 
ment was needed to enable him to convert 
the house into two self-contained units so 
as to provide accommodation for a relative. 
He did not agree that the amenities of the 
house or the road would suffer, and he had 
no reason to suppose that his neighbours 
would wish to carry out similar additions. 
There was no evidence that his proposal 
would ultimately result in the whole road 
becoming a terrace of houses. An addition 
at the rear of the premises would deprive 
the neighbouring owners of light and de- 
tract from their amenities, and he did not 
wish to build in that manner, 

The Minister, in the course of his decision, 
states that he is satisfied that in general it 
would be wrong to allow substantial exten- 


sions of the nature proposed at the side of 
semi-detached houses of the type under 
appeal. He can see no sufficient reason 
which would justify him in reversing the 
Council’s refusal, but his decision is given 
without prejudice to the Council’s considera- 
tion of any application for permission to 
develop the rear of the property. 


Commercial User in City-road, 
Islington: LCC’s Refusal Upheld 


THe appeal of Mr. S.C. Morris, of City 
Industrial, Ltd., against the refusal of the 
LCC to permit the use of No. 317, City-road, 
Islington, Ni, for office, showroom and 
warehouse purposes has been considered by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment following a public inquiry. 

The appeal premises comprise a large 
Victorian house with three floors, basement 
and an attic room, occupying the block 
between Oakley-crescent and Nelson-terrace 
on the north side of City-road. 

On behalf of the appellant it was stated 
that his company’s existing premises were 
inadequate for a business which was rapidly 
expanding. New premises on a main road, 
with facilities for loading and unloading off 
the highway, were, therefore, essential and 
the appeal premises would meet all those 
requirements after war damage had been 
made good. The appellant claimed existing 
use rights for warehousing on the ground 
floor and in the basement and yard, and 
submitted that there was a_ substantial 
demand for industrial and commercial pre- 
mises in the area which it was difficult to 
satisfy. The development of the City-road 
frontage eastwards from Nelson-terrace for 
residential purposes, he said, was wrong, as 
this was a main traffic artery and should be 
reserved for commerce. It would be 


‘uneconomic, added the appellant, to restore 


the house for résidential purposes. 

On behalf of the LCC it was stated that 
the best use of the appeal premises was for 
residential’ purposes, and this was _ its 
zoning in the Development Plan. There 
was still a very long waiting list for hous- 
ing accommodation in the borough, and all 
the substantial areas available had already 
been developed. The Metropolitan Borough 
Council were now considering the develop- 
ment of small sites and the appeal premises 
formed part of one of these. Five acres of 
frontage land had been zoned for residential 
purposes and to add these to the areas 
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already zoned for commerce, as suggested 
by the appellant, would in their opinion be 
excessive. There was not enough evidence, 
added the Council, to prove whether any 
part of No. 317, City-road had established 
rights for a commercial use, 

The Minister, in the course of his decision, 
says he can see no reason to dissent from the 
views expressed by the Council and, without 
prejudice to his decision on the Development 
Plan, he considers that it would be undesir- 
able to permit a commercial use on this 
site. He has accordingly decided to dismiss 
the appeal. 


Alterations to Sixteenth-Century 
Colchester House: Appeal Allowed 


A QUESTION of aesthetics arose at a recent 
town planning inquiry at Colchester. 
Among the numerous houses there scheduled 
as buildings of architectural or historic 
interest worthy of preservation was No. 26, 
East-street, a mid-sixteenth-century residence 
owned by Mrs. R. Richardson. She wished 
to alter it to make it look what she described 
as “a hundred per cent. Tudor,” but plan- 
ning permission to allow her to carry out 
the desired exterior alterations was refused 
by the Colchester Corporation, acting on 
behalf of the Essex County Council. 

No. 26, East-street is included in the 
statutory list prepared under Section 30 of 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947: 
The building dates from the middle of the 
sixteenth century, is two storeys in height, 
timber-framed and plastered, with a tiled 
roof. The upper storey projects on the 
north front. There is an early eighteenth- 
century modillion-eaved cornice and the win- 
dows date from the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth cen‘uries. East-street itself consists 
mainly of old houses, timber-framed with 
plaster fronts and gables and many have 
overhanging top storeys. 

It was explained on behalf of the appel- 
lant that she wished to remove the plaster 
and to expose the timber framing and stud- 
ding of the ground-floor face. She found 
sash windows inconvenient and wished to 
replace the existing windows with [leaded 
casements. She proposed also to replace a 
Georgian front door with one battened and 
studded. ; 

A witness for the Council drew attention 
to the architectural value of the house and 
explained that it was one of a group of, 
timber-framed houses which were re- 
plastered in the eighteenth century. The 
Council considered that the merit of the 
house itself and the appearance of the street 
would be damaged by the introduction of 
pseudo-Tudor features and they pointed out 
that timber-framed houses in East Anglia. 
were seldom left with their timbers exposed 
in Tudor times, but were commonly plas- 
tered over. 

The Minister states that he has carefully 
considered the report of his Inspector and 
the representations on behalf of the parties. 
He does not dissent from the local plan- 
ning authority’s opinion that the alterations 
proposed by Mrs. Richardson do not repre- 
sent a return to the appearance of the house 
at any earlier date. He considers, therefore, 
that her proposals shouid be considered on’ 
their merits as innovations. In this connec- 
tion he is aware of the substantial changes 
that have taken place in East-street from 
time to time in the past, and in his view it 
would not be right for him in this particular 
case to refuse permission to Mrs. Richard- 
son to follow her own taste in carrying out 
the alterations. He has accordingly decided 
to allow the appeal. 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
BUILDING TRADES EMPLOYERS 


Seventy-seventh Annual Report 


"THE seventy-seventh annual report of 

the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers was presented at 
the Federation’s annual general meeting 
in London on January 26. The following 
is a summary of the main points of the 
report : — 


General Review 


Building output has continued its not- 
able expansion, and, bearing in mind the 
return of conditions of almost complete 
freedom and the steps being taken to 
ensure still further improvements in build- 
ing efficiency, the industry is confident 
that it will be well able to cope with the 
considerable volume of building work 
which, subject to certain important con- 
siderations, lies ahead. 

The number of new houses completed 
in 1954 is certain substantially to exceed 
last year’s total and will approach the 

re-war record. At.the same time the 

ures for industrial building proposals 
“approved” have risen appreciably, 
which -indicates that a marked increase 
in actual factory building, coupled with 
a larger demand for plant and machinery, 
will occur in 1955. The fact that the 
expansion of the house-building pro- 
gramme has not taken place at the ex- 
pense of other types of new building has 
already disproved any suggestion that a 
continuance of building licensing is 
necessary in the public interest. 

The growing measure of freedom which 
the building industry has experienced has 
been accompanied by a steady improve- 
ment in the supply of the basic building 
materials. No action taken to improve 
building output can possibly be fully 
effective if the flow of building materials 
to individual building sites is inadequate 
and the manufacturers are to be congratu- 
lated on increasing their output to such 
an extent that, although shortages of cer- 
tain materials are still occurring in certain 
areas, the supply of the major materials 
is just about keeping pace with the total 
demand. 

It would be unwise, however, to assume 
that no hazards lie ahead, either for the 
country as a whole or for the building 
industry. The present combination of 
full employment, rising production and 
tising consumption can be maintained 
only if there is no set-back in our over- 
seas trade and if serious industrial unrest 
can be avoided. 


COSTS AND PRODUCTIVITY 


_-The- important role of the building 
industry is evident: total output of build- 
ing and civil engineering work is now 
approaching £2,000 million annually and 
the effects of any increase in building pro- 
ductivity or of any reduction in building 
costs are bound to be transmitted 
throughout the whole economy. It is 
noteworthy that building output con- 
tinues to increase. 

Provided costs are maintained at a 
reasonable level, the outlook for the build- 
ing and contracting industries for the 
next few years is promising. The past 
year has, however, provided further evi- 


dence that building costs are at a level 
which may, sooner or later, result in an 
appreciable falling-off in the demand. The 
reduction in the amount of the housing 
subsidies and the increase in unsubidised 
private house-building will inevitably 
result in a clearer appreciation of eco- 
nomic facts. The spread of the “ do-it- 
yourself ” movement and the expansion 
of the direct labour departments of some 
local authorities and industrial concerns 
are indications, that the public is seeking 
other methods—which may often prove in 
practice to be less economic—of reducing 
its expenditure on building. As the Presi- 
dent said in his recent Christmas 
message: “The Government, quite 
rightly, is determined to keep before it a 
large building programme. Our job in 
1955 is to carry it out efficiently and 
speedily, conserving labowr and materials 
wherever we can and doing all in our 
power to keep costs down.” 


SUPPLY OF MATERIALS 


With demand pressing so closely on 
production, local and even national short- 
tages of particular materials are likely to 
occur from time to time and these can 
have serious effects on building produc- 
tivity and costs. 


Bricks—Taking the country as a whole, 
enough bricks are being produced for the 
current building programme, but supplies 
in particular localities sometimes fall 
short of demand, particularly when orders 
have not been placed well in advance; 
in some parts of the country, moreover, 
transport problems have persisted, 


Cement.—Cement supplies generally 
have improved, although so long as any 
quantity of cement has to be imported to 
meet demands the position cannot be re- 
garded as entirely satisfactory. A possible 
cause of future difficulties lies in the fact 
that concrete consists mainly of sand and 
gravel and fears have been expressed that, 
owing to the reluctance of some planning 
authorities to permit new excavations, the 
output of sand and gravel may not keep 
pace with the demand. 


Steel—Early in the year supplies of 
building steel showed considerable im- 
provement, but in more recent months 
the position has deteriorated. Reports 
suggest that there is now a general short- 
age of building steel. In the case of ferro- 
concrete bars, for example, it is difficult 
to find a supplier who will quote for de- 
livery in less than four or five months and 
difficulties are occurring also with regard 
to structural steel. 


Other Materials—Following the re- 
opening of the Australian and New Zea- 
land markets, sanitary earthenware 
supplies have frequently been difficult. 
Asbestos-cement products have also been 
in short supply, although it is understood 
that production is already rising to meet 
the increased orders. 


MATERIALS PRICES 


The Price Indices of the main building 
materials (based on June 30, 1949=100) 
are set out in the following table: — 
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Building Material or Monthly Averages - Nov. 

Group of Materials 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 
Bricks se .- 100 103 115 125 130 135 
Glazed wall tiles .» 100 107 118 121 123 129 
Sheet and plate glass... 100 100 101 114 127 128 
Cement is eos 98 100° 122 129-127 131 
Cast stone and concrete 

products .. 100 100 105 113 118 119 
Plasterboard ... ws ST BS 196 42 1235 421 
Roofing felt ... -. 100 100 118 129 124 124 
Paint for building an 

decorating ... .- 100 105 130 137 135 131 
Heavy steel joists— 


sections and bars ... 100 100 109 138 144 149 
Cast iron pipes and 

fittings ey. .- 100 101 105 120 130 135 
Galvanised tanks, cis- 
101 107 116 134 129 146 


terns... oe ome 
General builders’ cast- 
i te .- 100 101 107 118 119 119 


ings 

Aluminium sheet .. 109 118 128 147 146 153 
Lead—pig and pipe ... 116 128 192 165 125 143 
Copper sheets andtubes 109 142 173 202 200 221 
Zinc—G.0.B. ... wee. 98- 153. 220 192 101 109 
Electrical appliances ... 100 100 109 116 i13 1i2 
Electrical materials ... 100 101 110 118 117 110 
Imported softwood ... 100 96 144 148 144 

Wallpaper wo 100 806 2? S31 Ye 317 


All Materials ... 100 106 126 134 130 132 


Notes : (1) These Indices are based on average delivered 








prices. 
(2) The 1949 Indices are averages for July to 
December, inclusive. 


Representatives of the Federation have 
discussed . with representatives of the 
National Council of Building ‘Material 
Producers the possibility of reducing or 
stabilising prices of building materials. 
Federation representatives pointed out 
that the building industry was frequently 
criticised for the high cost of building 
although about 60 per cent. of their costs 
consisted of the cost of materials and 
were, therefore, beyond the direct control 
of the builder. Representatives of the 
manufacturers stated that the building 
materials industry had, in fact, done all 
it could to keep the costs of its products 
as low as possible; they pointed out that 
in the past year, there had been increases 
in the prices of coal and of transport 
which had not so far been passed on to 
the consumer. The level of building 
material prices had in fact remained 
reasonably steady over the last two years 
and had certainly not risen during that 
period by the same proportion as the raw 
materials of other major industries. So 
long as there was no prospect of real 
stability in their own eosts, the building 
materials manufacturers pointed out, 
they were not in a position to give any 
guarantee in regard to their prices for 
the future. 


ADVISORY SERVICE 


It will be one of the functions of the 
advisory service to collect and to make 
information available to the industry. 
Discussions, conferences and _ short 
courses may also be arranged. When the 
service is established, charges will be 
made to the firms using it at rates that 
will enable the service to be self-support- 
ing. The amount of time spent on 
assignments can vary from a few days to 
several months; this will make it possible 
for both small and large firms to use the 
service, which will be available to all 
building and civil engineering contractors 
in the United Kingdom. 

The success of the service will depend 
first on the selection and training of suit- 
able staff with knowledge of the indus- 
try, and, secondly, on the short _investi- 
gations of particular problems. If, as is 
hoped, the service becomes self-support- 
ing within two or three years and can 
subsequently expand its activities out of 
its Own resources to provide valuable 
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information on the whole technique of 
building management, the time and 
money which are being devoted to its 
establishment will have been fully 
justified. The building industry is among 
the first in this country to make provi- 
sion for a comprehensive service of this 
nature. 


MONOPOLIES COMMISSION 


In March, 1953, the question of the 
supply of new buildings in the Greater 
London area costing more than £1,000 
each to construct was referred by the 
Board of Trade for investigation to the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 
Commission... The Commission was 
asked to consider whether arrangements 
(i) to communicate the amounts of pro- 
posed tenders to third parties by agree- 
ment or arrangement, and (ii) to adjust 
the amounts of tenders by agreement or 
arrangement with third parties, were 
being operated in that area, and, if so, 
whether they were contrary to the public 
interest. At the request of the Commis- 
sion the Federation submitted a written 
statement in regard to its objects and 
activities, and subsequently a further 
statement on.the question of cover 
prices. 

After a lengthy inquiry the Commis- 
sion published its Report in September, 
1954. It found that the arrangements of 
the London Builders’ Conference, of 
which the practices described in the 
Commission’s terms of reference form 
an integral part, “ have no such beneficial 
effect as would justify either practice, and 
that both the practices in question are 
against the public interest.” The Com- 
mission recommended that these particu- 
a arrangements should be brought to an 
end, 

Following discussions with the 
London Builders’ Conference, the 
Minister of Works announced in Decem- 
ber that he accepted and welcomed an 
assurance from the Conference that they 
had abandoned the practices criticised 
by the Commission. 

The Monopolies Commission is now 
engaged on an inquiry into the supply of 
metal windows and casement doors of 


standard sizes and design, and the 
Federation has submitted a factual 
statement based on information 


obtained from a number of members 
throughout the country in regard to 
quotations which they had received from 
manufacturers for these goods. The 
Commission’s Report on this matter has 
not yet been published. 


CO-OPERATION WITH BRS 


Encouraging progress has been made 
with the scheme referred to in the last 
annual report for developing practical 
co-operation between the building firms 
and the Building Research Station in 


determining the practicability of new’ 


materials or processes under actual work- 
ing conditions. At a meeting held 
recently at the Building Research 
Station the Federation’s Building Re- 
search and Technical Information Com- 
mittee considered reports from _ the 
officers of the Station in regard to the 
first two experiments (relating to (1) air- 
entrained mortars for external rendering 
and for undercoats in interior plastering, 
and (2) zinc oxychloride treatment for 
walls infected with dry rot) and had a 
preliminary ‘discussion of the next 
experiment to be undertaken which will 
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relate to methods of preventing deteriora- 
tion of domestic flues. 


The good response to the call for 
volunteers to carry out the first two tests 
showed that a large number of members 
are interested in new methods and tech- 
niques. While not all these firms have 
yet been able to find suitable jobs on 
which to undertake the tests, the com- 
pleted questionnaires which have been 
received to date by the Research Station 
indicate that the results generally have 
been extremely satisfactory. This should 
serve to remove any hesitation on the 
part of architects or building owners in 
authorising the carrying out of the tests 
on their work and should also reassure 
contractors that they will not incur 
additional costs. 


LABOUR RELATIONS 


The Council of the Federation has 
given attention to various aspects of 
long-term policy connected with the 
wage-structure of the industry. It is 
appreciated that the present joint agree- 
ment, administered by the National Joint 
Council, has served the industry well and 
is a model of its kind. Nevertheless, the 
development of miodern technique and 
practice may be such as to warrant re- 
examination of some of the principles 
embodied in the agreement. 


Discussions on various subjects with 
the executives of the Operatives’ Federa- 
tion have continued. In regard to 
labour productivity, NFBTE representa- 
tives have stressed the need for further 
efforts on both sides to extend the work- 
ing of incentives. The position has, 
however, been complicated by the opera- 
tives’ strong objection to labour-only 
sub-contracting; they have expressed 
special concern about the number of 
cases where such sub-contractors were 
unable during the frost to meet their 
wage obligations. The NFBTE Council 
has maintained the view that, while will- 
ing to consider all practicable safeguards 
against cases of abuse, it must also safe- 
guard the position of genuine labour-only 
sub-contractors in view of: the contribu- 
tion they make to higher productivity. It 
must be mentioned, however, that the 
Federation’s Executive Committee has 
received from the Operatives’ Federation 
definite indications of an intention to 
impede, wherever possible, a spreading 
of the practice. 

One of the most important elements in 
successful building in the near future 
(provided that materials are in reason- 
ably good supply) will be the extent to 
which members of the Federation are 
able to maintain the discipline and the 
sense of responsibility, at all levels, which 
are properly associated with a craft 
industry. In some areas there has been 
excessive competition for labour, a posi- 
tion which is aggravated by the counter- 
attractions of factories in the large engi- 
neering centres. Economic considera- 
tions, however, are now inducing a 
stricter regard to labour costs generally. 
A real contribution to the welfare of all 
in the industry can be made at this time 
by employers who, having ensured that 
the management of their jobs is efficient, 
take firm steps to eliminate slackness on 
the part of their workers. 

_ There has recently been a revival of 
the tendency for different craft unions to 
lay claim to exclusive rights to perform 
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the same operations. Such cases are 
sometimes specially difficult to settle 
because trade union rules can render it 
possible for local branches to embroil 
their national executives. Some of the 
unions have achieved greater flexibility 
and are thus able to arrange for more 
inter-availability as between the crafts. 
In several cases the Operatives’ Federa- 
tion has exercised helpful influence in 
resolving such conflicts, but in other cases 
the unions’ attitude is still unsatisfactory. 


CONTRACT MATTERS 

Attention is again called to the recom- 
mendation made to local aythorities by 
the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government in April, 1952, in regard to 
the use of the Standard Form of Con- 
tract. In theit circular (No. 42/52) the 
Ministry pointed out that the practice of 
some authorities of altering the Standard 
Form and the insertion of contrary or 
conflicting provisions in the bills of 
quantities or other contract documents 
were undesirable in that they were liable 
to lead to reduced competition or to 


higher tenders. The Council of the 
Federation fully endorse this recom- 
mendation. 


The Contracts Committee have re- 
viewed the position of the contractor 
under the RIBA Contract with respect to 
defects which may arise through faulty 
design. The Federation has_ been 
advised by counsel that the contractor is 
not liable to the employer under that 
contract for such defects. The Contracts 
Committee examined carefully the 
grounds for that advice and the manner 
in which this protection to the contractor 
was secured in the contract, and they are 
satisfied that the contract, as drawn, 
adequately deals with the matter. 


The position of the contractor in 
relation to nominated. suppliers under 
clause 22 of the RIBA Contract does, 
however, in the opinion of the Commit- 
tee, require to be reviewed. The 
expression ‘“ Nominated Suppliers” was 
first introduced into the RIBA Standard 
Form of Contract in 1939, and during 
the past fifteen years experience has 
been gained of the working of the 
clause. There have been considerable 
changes in practice since the publication 
of the present edition of the standard 
form, andthe nomination of suppliers of 
purpose-made prefabricated units in par- 
ticular has raised contractual problems 
not in contemplation when the clause 
was negotiated. The Contracts Committee 
feels that the responsibility of the con- 
tractor towards the employer in respect 
of goods or materials supplied by nomi- 
nated suppliers should be more precisely 
defined in the contract so as to give 
proper protection to the contractor. Such 
protection cannot, however, be secured 
unless at the same time the conditions 
attached to the nominated supplier’s 
offer, which the architect asks the con- 
tractor to accept, are fair and reason- 
able. Steps to this end have been taken 
during the year in discussions between 
the Joint Contracts Tribunal and the 
representatives of the National Council 
of Building Material Producers. It is 
hoped to negotiate and agree a form of 
tender acceptable to all parties which can 
be used by architects and quantity sur- 
veyors in inviting quotations from nomi- 
nated suppliers. 
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INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 


The year has been marked by closer 
relations with the Institute of Builders. 
‘Phere have been meetings between the 
officers and between. representatives of 
the Education Committees of the two 
bodies. A further meeting is planned for 
early in 1955. In addition, the President 
of the Institute, Mr. F. Leslie Wallis, 
OBE, JP, has visited several regional 
federations and addressed meetings of 
their councils on the work and policy of 
the Institute. 


EDUCATION AND TRAINING 


The general objects of the educational 
policy of the Federation are to ensure 
that the skilled labour force of the 
industry is both large enough and suffi- 
ciently skilled for the volume and class 
of work to be carried out, that super- 
vision is of a high standard and that the 
industry obtains a fair share of young 
men who are suitable for training for 
technical positions and as future mana- 
gers. One of the first steps in the achieve- 
ment of these objects is. to counteract the 
unfortunate tendency of some who are 
in a position to influence boys in the 
choice of careers to regard the building 
industry as an unattractive opening for 
intelligent youths. 

With the object of stimulating the 
recruitment of suitable boys, the Federa- 
tion has prepared a brochure—“ Careers 
in the Building Industry.” This brochure 
shows parents, boys, careers masters and 
youth employment officers the training 
available in the industry and the good 
orp for those who are keen. It is 

oped that wide use will be made of it 
as an aid to recruitment. 

Adult Training. In the last annual 
report it was stated that the Federation’s 
Education and Training Committee had 
drawn up a draft scheme of adult train- 
ing which was designed to provide train- 
ing, under suitable safeguards, for 
selected adults. Such a scheme would 
supplement recruitment through normal 
apprenticeship, would provide opportu- 
nities for craft training for young men— 
particularly. those who have just comple- 
ted National Service—who had not 
decided to enter apprenticeship on leaving 
school, and would regularise the present 
position whereunder labourers sometimes 
become upgraded without receiving 
proper training. This draft scheme had 
been approved by the Federation’s Coun- 
cil and was to be discussed with the 
Operatives’ organisation. 

At a joint meeting of the Executives of 
the Employers’ and Operatives’ Federa- 
tions later in the year, the representatives 
of the Operatives reaffirmed their opposi- 
tion in principle to the reintroduction of 
any systematic training of adults, whether 
under the control of the Government or 
of the industry. They said, however, that 
they would be willing to submit the pro- 
posals to a policy conference of their own 
Federation to be held in February, 1955, if 
the Employers would consider a revision 
of certain features. The draft scheme has 
been re-examined by the NFBTE Educa- 
tion and Training Committee, and, after 
some revision in the light of the joint dis- 
cussion, has been re-submitted to the 
Operatives’ Federation. 

At the invitation of the Standing Com- 
mittee for the Training of General Fore- 
men, colleges in London, Bristol, Liver- 
pool and Sheffield are running initial ex- 
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perimental certificate courses in foreman- 
ship studies. 

Federation members are recommended 
by the Council to make it known, when 
engaging general foremen, that preference 
will be given to those who hold technical 
qualifications and can show that they have 
taken a course of training in general fore- 
manship studies. Such action would en- 
courage men seeking to become general 
foremen to take a course. 


Housing 


A comprehensive review of the housing 
situation is given as an appendix to the 
report—the appendix being, in fact, the 
annual report of the Federation of Regis- 
tered House-Builders—the house-building 
section of the National Federation. Fol- 
lowing is a summary : — 


LAND SHORTAGE 


The prime importance of land to the 
house-builder is obvious and attention is 
drawn to the concern which has been ex- 
pressed by members in regard to the 
shortage of land for house-building now 
making itself felt acutely in the areas 
surrounding London and the larger pro- 
vincial centres. In the course of discus- 
sions with the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government it has been made clear 
that it is settled Government policy, for 
both economic and strategic reasons, that 
the further growth of the major metro- 
politan areas should be limited. However 
that may be, it is clearly wrong that regu- 
lations made to restrict such expansion 
should apply solely or primarily in respect 
of private development. 

Recognising the difficulty which is likely 
to become accentuated in the course of 
the next year or two, private enterprise 
will need to look increasingly to the New 
Towns and to the rebuilding of the obso- 
lete areas of existing towns for scope for 
its future activity. The contribution which 
can be made by private enterprise in this 
sphere will, it is hoped, be taken into 
account in the long-term plans of the 
Government, the Development Corpora- 
tions and the Planning Authorities. 


STANDARD OF DESIGN 


Officers of the Federation were invited 
to discuss with representatives of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects ways 
and means of encouraging the more 
general use of the services of architects in 
private house-building and also a draft 
scale of fees for the design and lay-out 
of private housing estates. A report of 
the discussions was fully considered by 
the Council and General Purposes Com- 
mittee, who came to the conclusion that 
the adoption of the scale of fees sug- 
gested by the RIBA would not materially 
assist towards attaining the desired objec- 
tive, namely, the wider use of architects’ 
services. 

There has been considerable criticism 
in some sections of the technical Press of 
the standard of design of privately built 
houses, While there may be justification 
for this criticism in some cases, the general 
level of the design of private enterprise 
houses is higher than it was before the 
war, and it is a fact that the proportion 
of such houses which are built to archi- 
tects’ plans is increasing. The Federation 
is anxious to co-operate with the archi- 
tects in the encouragement of higher 
standards of design, but this co-operation 
will not be fully effective until the mem- 
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bers of the profession are able to convince 
the industry that they can design houses 
with due regard to economy in construc- 
tion. 


STANDARDS .OF CONSTRUCTION 


The Federation is confident that the 
answer to critics of the standards of con- 
struction in private house-building has 
been provided in the industry’s own regis- 
tration and certification scheme operated 
by the National House-Builders’ Registra- 
tion Council. Recognising the growing 
importance of maintaining the confidence 
of the public in the products of the house- 
building industry, the Federation has 
during the year under review paid par- 
ticular attention to the need for encourag- 
ing a wider appreciation of the value of 
the registration scheme to the house- 
building industry. 


The New President 


THIS YEAR’S PRESIDENT of the National 
Federation, Mr. Harvey G. FRosrtT, 
OBE, FIOB, was educated at Trent 





Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, FIOB, the 
new President of the National Federation. 


College, Derbyshire, and subsequently 
trained as a civil engineer, under articles, 
and admitted as a student to the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers in 1911. 

In 1914 he was commissioned with the 
9th (S) Battalion, Suffolk Regiment, and 
later volunteered for observer duties 
with the Royal Flying Corps. In April, 
1916, he was shot down in air combat 
near Ypres and severely wounded and 
taken prisoner. . 

On demobilisation in 1919, Mr. Frost 
took over the family business, established 
by his grandfather in Bury St. Edmunds 
in 1834. It is interesting to note that 
records exist of members: of the family 
being engaged in building business in 
Bury St. Edmunds as far back as 1660. 
The Bury. St. Edmunds ‘and District 
Building and. Allied Trades Employers’ 
Association was. founded by Mr. Frost’s 
father in 1919 and Mr. Frost was presi- 
dent continuously from 1923-1952. His 
son is now president of the Association. 
Mr. Frost, who is a vice-président of the 
Institute of Builders, played a prominent 
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part in ARP affairs in Bury St. Edmunds 
during the last war and subsequently 
commanded a company of the 2nd 
Suffolk Battalion of the Home Guard. In 
1940 he organised contractors in the 
county to carry out defence works and 
the repair of bomb damage both locally 
and, for 18 months, in London. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Frost has 
taken a deep interest in the training of 
apprentices and young recruits to the 
industry. In 1946 he played a leading 
part in setting up a technical school for 
day-release classes for apprentices in 
Bury St. Edmunds, and he is now chair- 
man of the governors of the Bury 
Technical Institute, whose new buildings, 
officially opened in 1951, had to be 
enlarged in 1954 and are already burst- 
ing at the seams again. 

In addition to his work as chairman of 
the local employment committee of the 
Ministry of Labour and his membership 
of the disabled advisory committee and 
youth employment committee, Mr. Frost 
is also county leader of the Ministry of 
Works Building Emergency Organisation. 
During 1950-51 he represented the build- 
ing industry in the team sent by the 
Anglo-American Productivity Council to 
study methods of training operatives in 
the USA. Other details of Mr. Frost’s 
career are: Chairman of the Regional 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee since 
1946; director of the Bury St. Edmunds 
Permanent Benefit Building Society; 
Income and Land Tax Commissioner; 
past-president of the Bury St. Edmunds 
Rotary Club; member of the National 
Joint Apprenticeship Board and chair- 
man of its registration and certification 
sub-committee; chairman of the East 
Anglian Regional Advisory Council for 
Further Education; past chairman of the 
Regional Joint Consultative Board for 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and Build- 
ers; and chairman of the consultative 
committee for building subjects of the 
City and Guilds of London Institute. 

Mr. Frost was awarded the OBE in 
1952 and was also elected president of 
the Eastern Federation and junior vice- 
president of the National Federation in 
the same year. He was elected senior 
i of the National Federation 
In ° 


The Senior Vice-President 


Mr. NIGEL HANNEN is a grandson of 
Benjamin Hannen, senior, who was the 
first president of the London Master 
Builders’ Association (from 1872-77). He 
was educated at Radley College and 
Trinity Hall, Cambridge. Mr. Hannen 
was elected a member of the council of 
the London Master Builders’_Association 
in 1938, and after serving on its admini- 
strative committee and representing the 
LMBA on the council of the National 
Federation he was elected honorary 
treasurer of the LMBA in 1946 and 
president in 1949, 

Mr. Hannen has also been the London 
representative on the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry since 
1951. He is chairman of the Employers’ 
and General Foremen’s National Joint 
Advisory Committee, was a member of 
the Simon Committee on the Placing and 
Management of Building Contracts 
(1943) and of the Howard Robertson 
Committee on Tendering Procedure, 
whose report was published in 1954. 

Other bodies with which Mr. Hannen 
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is associated are: The Advisory Council 
on Building Research and Development 
of the Ministry of Works, the Advisory 
Council on the Relationship between 
Employment in the Services and Civilian 
Life, and the Associates Committee of 
the British Road Federation. He is a 
Commissioner for Income Tax and Land 
Tax for Holborn. 


“GIVE THE JERRY- 
BUILDER NO CHANCE” 
National President's Call to Industry 


SPEAKING at the annual general meeting 
of the South Western Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers at Bristol, on January 
19, Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, national presi- 
dent, said that with the freedom house- 
builders now had it was likely that well over 
100,000 houses would be built for sale in 
1955. Freedom was not without its respon- 
sibilities and it was therefore the duty of 
all house-builders to ensure that the houses 
they built were of good design and sound 
construction. Reputable builders must take 
precautions to see that no chance was given 
to the jerry-builder to appear, let alone 
survive, in the years to come. 

“The best way to make certain of this,” 
Mr. Grosvenor continued, “is for house- 
building firms to register as such with the 
National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council and operate under its system of in- 
spection certification and guarantee. 

“This is the industry’s own voluntarily- 
imposed scheme of self-discipline to achieve 
the highest standards of service to the 
public, and I am convinced that it is the 
best means of ensuring that the houses we 
build remain the best in the world for the 
price.” 

Mr. G. W. Enocu, retiring president of 
the South Western Federation, said that an 
“auction” for building trade labour could 
start through the evil practice indulged in 
by some employers of paying wages over 
the agreed rate. 

He continued: “With the abolition of 
licensing we are able to devote more atten- 
tion to the question of costs, which are so 
disturbing. And yet we are faced with the 
evil practice indulged in by a minority of 
contractors of paying wages in excess of 
those laid down by joint agreement with the 
industry—not for the purpose of rewarding 
increased output but for the purpose of 
attracting labour. 

“How can our efforts to lower costs be 
successful if this practice is to continue? 
It can only start a competition for labour 
—more in the shape of an auction than 


anything else—with a resultant increase in. 


our prices to our customers. 

“Let us not confuse this matter with the 
earning power of the operatives. No one 
objects to the operatives earning a greater 
wage packet if earnings are related to out- 
put in conjunction with an incentive’ scheme. 
To pay more for the rate for no increase 
in output will get us nowhere and will be 
to the ultimate detriment of the operatives 
themselves.” 

Of past licensing restrictions, Mr. Enoch 
said: “Had it not been for the representa- 
tions made by the National Federation to 
the Government of the day from time to 
time for modifications of proposed licensing 
procedure and limits, many of us might not 
have been in business today.” 

Mr. J. G. Parsons, Westbury, Wilts, was 
inducted as president of the South Western 
Federation for the current year. 
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NFBTE PRIZES 
National Awards for 1954 


ON the recommendation of its Education 

and Training Committee the Council 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has approved the follow- 
ing awards under its National Prize 
Scheme :— 


MEDAL AWARDS 

(i) To Craft Apprentices and Young Craftsmen. Silve 
Medal, Certificate and cash prize of £50 to F. Hearn. 
formerly an apprentice carpenter and joiner, of Swans- 
combe, Kent (formerly indentured to Wisking and 
Gillespie, Ltd., Gravesend). Bronze Medal, Certificate 
and cash prize of £40 to A. E. Williams, formerly an 
apprentice bricklayer, of Seedley, Salford, 6 (formerly 
indentured to Messrs. W. Fearnley and Son, Ltd., 
Salford). 


(ii) To Building Students. 
and cash prize of £50 to J. Cordwell, apprentice surveyor 
and estimator, Wolverhampton (formerly articled to 
William Whittingham, Ltd., Wolverhampton). Bronze 
Medal, Certificate and cash prize of £40 to A. E. Walters, 
surveying assistant, of Aldershot (formerly articled to 
R. Holford and Co., Ltd., Guildford). 


Silver Medal, Certificate 


REGIONAL PRIZES: 
(i) To Craft Apprentices. 


Ist Prize (£25) 2nd Prize (£20) 
Eastern Federation C. J. Marshall, K. J. Howard, 
Ipswich Ely 
Liverpool Federation L. F. Keeble, R. W. Jones 
Liverpool, 7 Liverpool 11, 
LMBA J. A. Leary, J. Banks, SE} 
Brockley 
Midland Federation B. Dews, . Treece, 
Harborough Magna _ Nottingham 
North Western . Dunkerley, E. M. Plumbley, 
Federation Oldham Bolton 
Northern Counties J. L. ‘Lovell, No award 
Federation Grangetown 
Southern Counties A.S. Beardmore, D. Goddard, 
Caversham Southampton 
South Wales No award R. Jones, Newport 
Federation 
Yorkshire Federation M. Stancliffe, R. D. Pickles, 
Huddersfield Halifax 
(ii) To Stadents 
Ist Prize (£25) 2nd Prize (£20) 
Eastern Federation M. R. Beck, R. F. Stenning, 


Leigh-on-Sea 
Liverpool Federation E. M. Smith, 

Liverpool, 4 
LMBA 


M. W. Goddard, D. S. Noulton, 
Bedfont Sws 
Midland Federation W. C. Buffery, M. Drysdale, 
Bloxwich Wolverhampton 
E. R. Evans, W. Mahon, 
Flixton Golborne 
Southern Counties B. G. Sarney, M. G. Ballard, 
ederation Bracknell Brailes 
South Wales N. James, No award 
Federation Gwann-cae-Gurwen 
South Western J. T. Gripe, R.P. Robertson, 
Federation Newquay Cheltenham 
Yorkshire Federation A. M. Wright, .J. Henderson, 
Wakefield Leeds, 8 


Cambridge 
No award 


North Western _ 
Federation 


The medal awards are made to the two 
best young craftsmen or apprentices and the 
two best building students in England and 
Wales who obtained the Higher National 
Certificate in Building during the year. 


The Regional Prizes are awarded to the 
two best young craftsmen or apprentices and 
the two best building students in each of the 
Federation’s ten Regions who obtained the 
Ordinary National Certificate in Building 
during the year. 

The awards are open to young craftsmen, 
apprentices and students who have been 
indentured or articled to firms in member- 
ship with the NFBTE. In the selection of 
candidates consideration is given to examina- 
tion results, school reports, industrial experi- 
ence and aptitude, recommendations of the 
Technical College Principal and the recom- 
mendations of the employer. 

The medal awards will be presented at the 
Federation’s annual general meeting to be 
held at the Victoria Halls, Bloomsbury, 
WC1, on January 26. The _ successful 
candidates will be introduced to the National 
president and to members attending; the 
awards will be distributed at ceremonies to 
be arranged by the respective regional 
federations affiliated to the National Federa- 
tion. 








184 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
BUILDERS 


The Annual Luncheon 


(THE official luncheon on the occasion of 

the annual general meeting of the 
Southern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers was held at the Con- 
naught Rooms, London, on January 21, with 
the president, Mr. George Banks (Seven- 
oaks), in the chair. The guests included 
Mr. S. F. Wilkinson, CB (Under-Secretary, 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment), and Mr. George Grosvenor (president, 
National Federation). 

Mr. GROSVENOR, who proposed the toast 
of the Southern Counties Federation, paid 
tribute to the sustained and stirring work 
undertaken by that Federation over a long 
period. The Southern, he said, were first 
among equals. He was sorry that they had 
not succeeded in persuading the National 
to allow them to pay the merit money they 
had asked for, but in his view it was only 
a matter of time before they got-it through. 
Mr. Grosvenor concluded by paying a 
warm tribute to Mr. W. S. Jones, who had 
been a most useful and lively president. in 
1954. 

Responding, Mr. BANKs said that the tide 
had turned and that quality of work was 
improving. The industry must see to it 
that it produced economic building, not in 
first cost only but in maintenance. So far 
as house building was concerned, we had 
the Federation of Registered House Builders, 
which guaranteed something to people whose 
houses were perhaps their greatest invest- 
ment. The industry must secure the fullest 
collaboration with designers and suppliers. 


NEED FOR FAITH 

The Southern Counties, the president con- 
tinued, had appointed a special officer who 
would be at the call of any member firm 
which had a special difficulty. He added 
that what the industry needed most was 
faith in the future and faith in its capacity 
to fulfil the nation’s needs. 

The president then made a presentation 
to Mr. W. S. Jones, immediate past president, 
and Mrs. Jones of a pair of occasional tables 
to mark the Federation’s appreciation of 
the past president’s unsparing work during 
his year of office. Mr. Jones, in reply, 
expressed his thanks to his officers and 
council for their support and also to Mr. 
Gerdes and his staff. It had been a par- 
ticular pleasure to him during the year to 
note how willingly the architects and sur- 
veyors had made their contribution to 
co-operation. 

The toast of “ The Guests” was given by 
Mr. E. G. LLEWELLYN, senior vice-president. 
Mr. Llewellyn paid a special tribute to Mr. 
S. F. Wilkinson, who, he said, was about 
to leave the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, where, since 1951, he had had 
a special responsibility for housing. 

Mr. WILKINSON, responding, said that the 
seven or eight years at the Ministry in which 
he had been associated with the building 
industry had been the most pleasant of his 
civil service life. They had also brought 
him into contact with the remarkable 
achievements of Messrs. Macmillan, Marples 
and Mills. There was one thing that he 
felt bound to comment upon, and that was 
the industry’s claim, “Give us our freedom 
and we will bring down prices.” Well, the 
industry had got its freedom, but prices 
had not d-opped. It might be that builders, 
like othef men, sometimes deluded them- 
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selves. The Southern Counties builders had, 
however, done much to help the housing 
drive. Whereas in 1951 private housing in 
the Federation’s area had been 14 per cent. 
of the total, in 1954 it had been trebled 
and now represented 42 per cent.; this com- 
pared with a figure for the whole country 
of 27 per cent. Quite clearly the Southern 
had “Gerded” up its loins! _ 

Previous to his speech, Mr. Wilkinson had 
presented prizes to apprentices and students. 
The prize list is: — 

NATIONAL FEDERATION PRIZES 

(a) Apprentices and Young Cootrepen Ondinery 
National Certificate: 1st prize (£25): S. Beardmore 
(employed a Samuel Elliott & Sons (Reading). Ltd.); 
2nd prize (£20): D. Goddard (H. G. Ross & Son, 
Ltd., Southampton). 

(b) Students—Ordinary National Certificate: ~ 
prize (£25): B. G. Sarney (J. M. Jones 
(Builders), Ltd., Maidenhead); 2nd prize (£20): M. G. 
Ballard (J. F. Booth & Son, Ltd., Banbury). 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES FEDERATION PRIZES 

(a) Apprentices and Young hae awh 
National Certificate: Prize (£15) B. W. Hunt (Hawkins 
Bros. (Gosport), Ltd.); prize (£15): I. Gibbs (Graves- 
end Borough Council). 

(b) Students—Ordinary — Certificate: prize 
(£12): R. A. Adams (W. A. Fussell, Southampton); 
prize (£12): M. C. Lewendon (Tigwell & Stephens, 
Ltd., Basingstoke). 

(c) Students—Higher National Certificate: prize 
(£25): D. M. Hott (Boyd & Murley, Ltd., Reading). 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES SCHOLARSHIP AND WELFARE FUND 
FoR HIGHER EpUCATION IN BUILDING—BEsT RESULT 
IN ORDINARY NATIONAL DIPLOMA 


Prize (£20): B. A. Seaton (J. M. Jones & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., Maidenhead). 


THE ART OF ESTIMATING 


London Foremen’s Association Lecture 


(THE January education lecture to the 
London Builders’ Foremen’s Association 
was given by Mr. G. T. B. WINSTANLEY, 
FBICC, on January 5. The subject of his 
lecture was “ Estimating.” 

Mr. Winstanley spoke of the origin of 
the contract, and how the architect, quantity 
surveyor, estimator and contractor each 
played their part. The client first approached 
the architect for designs and approximate 
costs and, when the client had approved the 
building project, the architect then passed 
his drawings and specifications to a quan- 
tity surveyor to prepare the bills of quan- 
tities. Mention was made of the different 
and varying types of contracts, all of which 
had an important bearing on the prepara- 
tion of the estimate. 

The speaker went on to say that after 
the bills of quantities had been passed to 
the estimator, two important factors were 
given priority. First, inquiries were sent 
out to various suppliers. Two copies of the 
bills of quantities were sent to each supplier, 
one to be retained for reference should he 
be the successful merchant quoting, and one 
to be returned to the estimator for his 
scrutiny, correction and attention, to enable 
him to determine the most suitable quota- 
tion 

The second important operation was the 
visit to the site, and from this visit (some- 
times accompanied by the general foreman 
who was to execute the contract) much 
valuable and necessary information would 
be obtained to enable head office to pre-plan 
the contract. Discussion would take place on 
such items as site conditions, the possibilities 
of using cranes and other types of modern 
plant for speedy and economic building, the 
nature of subsoils, availability of labour in 
the district, and supplies of basic materials. 

Dealing with the preplanning at the office, 
Mr. Winstanley stressed correct assessment 
of the costs of plant and machinery, welfare 
facilities, administration, etc. 

Mr. Winstanley then dealt with the 
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economics of estimating, and the method by 
which the estimator arrived at figures for 
each item. Craft and labour rates, national 
insurance, holidays with pay, tools and fares 
and other items all had to be faithfully and 
correctly dealt with, proving that there was 
a vast difference between estimating and 
guessing. Mr. Winstanley then worked out 
various examples to show how prkes were 
built up, discussed and finally adopted. 


LIVERPOOL FEDERATION 


Annaal General Meeting 


(THE annual general meeting of the Liver- 

pool Regional Federation of Building 
Trades Employers wag held at the Adelphi 
Hotel, Liverpool, on January 19. The annual 
report was presented by the retiring presi- 
dent, Mr, J. S. CorHLirr, and the following 
extracts have been taken: 

The year 1954 has been another year of 
solid progress, despite exceptionally bad 
weather over a period of many months. 
Licensing controls have at long last been 
finally swept away, both in regard to general 
constructional work and also private house- 
building. 

I am extremely sorry to have to record 
that representations which we made to the 
Liverpool Law Society with a view to secur- 
ing a reduction in the conveyancing charges 
falling upon builders and purchasers have 
come to nought. Solicitors themselves agree, 
individually, that they are considerably 
overpaid. when’ dealing with several trans- 
actions from the same Title and, throughout 
our negotiations with the Liverpool Law 
Society, the society has not attempted to 
justify the charges in such cases. We must 
now again examine other means that may be 
open to our members of reducing the impact 
of solicitors’ charges, and stamp duty, on 
new house property. One way in which this 
can be achieved is for builders, in suitable 
cases, to convey the land separately and to 
enter into a building contract for the erection 
of a house thereon. We are advised that 
this can lawfully be done, with proper safe- 
guards for all parties, and we shall be 
pleased to supply further information to 
those members concerned. 

The steady increases in the total number 
of apprentices indentured and registered is 
gratifying but the number of new entrants in 
certain trades, particularly stone-masons, 
gives cause for some concern. This position 
is partly brought about by the attitude of 
the local branch of the Masons’ Union, but 
it may be that some of our masonry 
members. might be able to do a little more 
than they are at present doing to arrest the 
decline in personnel in this important craft. 

As most. members will be aware, the 
Monopolies? Commission reported adversely 
in regard to certain practices of the London 
Builders’ Conference. I wish to emphasise 
that our contracting section has never had 
any connection whatever with the London 
Builders’ Conference or its objects, and that 
on no account do we tolerate any rigging 
of prices. 

At the same meeting the new president 
was installed. He is Mr. Arthur Hopley, 
managing director of Messrs. A. Hopley 
(Little Sutton), Ltd. Other officers installed 
were: senior vice-president, Mr. A. R. Green- 
halgh (Wm. Moss and Sons, Ltd.); junior 
vice-president, Mr. T. V. Prosser (Wm. 
Thornton and Sons, Ltd.); honorary 
treasurer, Mr. T. W. Platt (George Platt and 
Sons, Ltd.); honorary auditors, Mr. H. Saow 
(W. H. Snow, Ltd.) and Mr. R. E. Costain 
(R. Costain and Sons, Ltd.). 
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MORTGAGES AND 
RENT CHARGES 


New Regulations Published 


YHE Town and Country Planning (Mort- 
gages, Rentcharges, etc.) Regulations, 

1955, have been published by HM Station- 
ery Office as Statutory Instrument No. 38, 
price 6d, ite 

These Regulations make provision for 
cases where a payment under Part I of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1954, or 
compensation under Part II or Part V of the 
Act is payable in respect of an interest in 
land subject to a mortgage, a rentcharge or 
the trusts of a settlement, or (in cases under 
Part. 1 and Part V) in respect of a claim 
holding which is subject to a mortgage. 

Part Il of the Regulations deals with 
mortgages. Regulation 3 provides that in 
cases where the right to apply for a pay- 
ment under Part I of the Act arises 
in respect of a past transaction involving a 
disposition of land, the Central Land Board 
are to notify persons who are or were mort- 
gazees of the land under mortgages created 
beiore July 1, 1948 (the date on which the 
development value of land became subject 
to the provisions of Part VI of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, which 
provided for claims in respect of develop- 
ment value to be satisfied out of the fund 
set up for that purpose). 


Mortgagees who wish to receive a pay- “ 


ment under Part I of the Act of 1954 in 
respect of.the development value of the land 
are to notify the Central Land Board, and 
are placed under the same obligations in 
respect of any payment which they receive 
as if it were proceeds of sale of the land 
subject to the mortgage. Provision is made 
for ensuring that where there is more than 
one mortgagee priorities are observed; and 
for enabling a mortgagee to apply for the 
payment where no application is made by 
the mortgagor. 

Regulation 4 contains similar provisions 
in relation to compensation payable under 
Parts II and V of the Act, in cases where the 
value of land is depreciated by a planning 
decision or order. In relation to deprecia- 
tion occurring in the future, which is dealt 
with by Part II of the Act, the provisions 
extend also to mortgages created after the 
coming into operation of the Act, subject to 
any provisions to the contrary in the 
mortgage. 

Regulation 5, which deals with mortgages 
of claim holdings (which were formerly 
claims established under Part VI of the Act 
of 1947), provides that where a mortgagee 
is entitled to a payment under Part I of the 
Act of 1954 or to compensation under Part 
V of that Act, he is to account as if the 
sum paid to him were proceeds of sale of 
mortgaged land. Thus after any debt due 
to him has been satisfied, the balance of the 
sum which he receives will go to the person 
who would have been entitled to the claim 
holding but for the mortgage. 

Part III of the Regulations deals with 
tentcharges created before the coming into 
operation of the Act of 1947, or after Janu- 
ary 1, 1955 (the date of commencement of 
the Act of 1954). Where the value of the 
land subject to such a rentcharge is depré- 
ciated by a planning decision or order and 
compensation is payable in respect of the 
depreciation under Part II or Part V of the 
Act, the rentcharge owner is empowered by 
Regulation 7 to make a rentcharge claim. 
He is then to be entitled to a payment 
determined in accordance with the Schedule 
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to the Regulations, in respect of the depre- 
ciation in value of his security.. Where a 
payment is made, there is to be a conse- 
quential extinguishment of part of the rent- 
charge under paragraph 3 of the Schedule. 
Rights of appeal to the Lands Tribunal are 
provided by Regulation 9, where disputes 
arise as to the amount of a rentcharge pay- 
ment. 

Part IV of the Regulations deals with 
cases where land in respect of which a pay- 
ment under Part I or compensation under 
Part II or Part V of the Act becomes due 
is settled land. In such cases the trustees 
of the settlement are to be entitled to claim 
and receive the payment or compensation. 


AGEING MEN IN BUILDING 
Nuffield Foundation’s Third Report 


life in the building industry, “ Age- 
ing Men in the Labour Force,” by Mr. 
F. Le Gros Clark, MA, has now been 
published by the Nuffield Foundation. 


The new report deals with the prob-’ 


lems of organising older workers in the 
industry. It makes a fresh approach to 
the subject—the kind of research 
approach that, as the Foundation sug- 
gests, may have to be adopted in many 
of the industries where older men are 
employed. Men have often to be 
organised in teams or gangs for a steady 
ow” of production; and the question 
is how late in life under these conditions 
ageing operatives can hold their place in 
the labour force, and what adjustments 
could be made to enable them to pro- 
long their employment. Since it is the 
supervisory staffs who have to organise a 
variety of men, young and old, for 
definite tasks the report is based on the 
collective experience of 78 building firms 
and general-foremen. The firms were 
asked to consult with their foremen 
before making their replies; and in most 
cases they seem to have done so. 

There is a fairly common agreement 
among them on one point, that the 
elderly operative builder would be well 
advised to quit constructional work for 
the more restrained tempo of mainten- 
ance and repairs. The foremen are 
explicit that they can usually handle at 
least twice as high a proportion of old 
men on repair work as they can on a 
new building site. It is already known 
that a considerable number of building 
workers do make this kind of transition 
with advancing age; and it is suggested 
that their best plan is to do so while 
their vigour is still relatively unimpaired 
and while they have time to readjust 
themselves to repair work and to become 
familiar with the local property. As the 
report shows, at least a third of the 
building force of the country is probably 
at any moment engaged on housing and 
other maintenance; and this, it is felt, 
could absorb most of the older opera- 
tives who have a mind for it. Mainten- 
ance staffs should not, however, be too 
heavily weighted with ageing and less 
agile men. 


COMPOSITION OF GANGS 


Building forémen do not as a rule 
favour placing their older men in 
separate gangs, states the report. This 
may be good practice in some industries; 
it is not in building. Their experience is 
that, if men in a gang are tempera- 
mentally well adjusted, the younger will 
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help the old; the older men frequently 
set going a steady rhythm of work. But 
where modern “bonus incentives” are 
adopted, there may be difficulty in some 
operations with the older and necessarily 
slower men. In fact, it is better if 
possible to set an old craftsman or 
labourer to work on his own, especially 
in finishing off, clearing up and making 
good. 

It seems evident that, from the some- 
what nomadic nature of much of the 
industry, a foreman may not find it easy 
to judge the capabilities of an elderly 
man applying for a job. In an old- 
established building firm, says the report, 
especially where a body of regular 
operatives is employed and where many 
of the local craftsmen are knowp 


- personally to the foremen, an ageing man 
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has usually as good a chance of remain- 


conditions. But on a large civil engineer- 
ing site, for instance, a foreman has little 
means of judging at sight the staying 
power of an old-labourer. It is admitted 
that in such a case much depends on the 
availability of young labour. 

The report examines briefly the present 
age-structure of the industry and gives 
reasons for supposing that the proportion 
of craftsmen over sixty years will 
increase significantly in the next decade 
or so; but this need not, the report 
shows, have any serious consequences 
for the industry. There is some evidence 
that at least sixty per cent. of craftsmen 
remain thoroughly active and efficient 
into their mid-sixties; but the work must 
be adapted to their slowly declining 
powers, and the rate at which their 
powers decline will obviously vary from 
man to man. 


CONCLUSIONS 


The report concludes by saying that 
the building industry as a whole seems 
fairly well adapted to give elderly men 
a chance of remaining in employment, 
provided they are carefully distributed 
throughout the full range of building jobs 
and contracts. There is otherwise bound 
to be a steady loss to the industry of 
men who are still reasonably effective. 

While such men might in theory 
gravitate .to jobs outside the industry 
altogether (always a doubtful prospect in 
later life), they would represent a serious 
loss of building experience. But it is 
agreed that the re-deployment of the 
older men within the industry would 
require planning and forethought on the 
part of all concerned. In fact, the con- 
tinued employment of older men here, 
as in many other industries, will depend 
upon the extent to which we are pre- 
pared to adapt the job to the man. No 
one would suggest that an ageing crafts- 
man should be automatically drafted 
into maintenance work. All we need is 
that he should find the transition an easy 
one, if he wants to make it. For this 
purpose some current superannuation 
schemes may have to be reconsidered; if 
they involve a fixed retiring age or a 
restriction on the employment of men in 
their late fifties, they are likely to dam 
up — normal flow into maintenance 
work. 


A limited number of copies of the full 
report are available free of charge from 
the Nuffield Foundation, Nu Lodge, 
Regent’s Park, London, NWI. 


G 
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SAFETY ON SITE 
Accident Prevention Talk 


T the 20th meeting of the London 
Building and Engineering Contrac- 
tors’ Accident Prevention Group, held in 
London, on January 19, a talk was given 
on “A Site Safety Officer’s Duties,” by 
Mr. STANLEY J. BuxTON, safety officer. 
Speaking of accident records and 
statistics, Mr. Buxton said that the safety 
officer on the job could not give the time 
for keeping such records. The informa- 
tion must be passed to the head office, 
where there were staff who could devote 
their time to such records. In his organi- 
sation, they were compiled by the person- 
nel department. It had been estimated 
that during the past four years the acci- 
dent rate has been reduced to 43 per cent. 
of what it had been at the commencement 
of that period. Of accidents in 1954 19 per 
cent. had been of a major character and 
81 per cent. were minor accidents. Of the 
19 per cent. the bulk had been punctured 
feet. Of the other major accidents, two 
had been concerned with broken bones. 


In connection with the Regulations, 
Mr. Buxton spoke of the importance of 
avoiding petty restrictions which people 
tended to ignore. Contractors working on 
jobs lasting less than six weeks were in- 
clined to be careless about safety, possibly 
because these were not notifiable to the 
Factory Department. 

Designers could help a lot more by 
finding out what was to be done with 
what had been designed. An illustrative 
case was that of a precast concrete beam 
in which the provisions for attaching lift- 
ing tackle had been made too small. As 
a result the men were wrapping ropes 
round the beam. These could easily slip 
or snap, thus causing an accident which 
could be prevented by careful designing. 
In this case, special hooks had been made 
to fit, whereas standard lifting tackle 
should have been used. 


SAFETY OFFICERS 


Safety officers should be appointed 
from men who were tradesmen, with some 
knowledge of all sides of the business. 
They were able to take an intelligent 
interest in the problems, and talk to the 
men at their own technical level. Nothing 
irritated a man more than to be told to 
do something by an officer who did not 
know anything from a practical point of 
view. A safety officer had to be known 
to everybody on the job, and the men 
must feel that he had their interest at 
heart as much as the company’s. He need 
not be popular, but must be respected, and 
he could only be respected if he knew 
what he was talking about. Support from 
the directors was most essential. Results 
in so far as the safety officer’s work was 
concerned meant a reduction in accident 
rates, clean and tidy sites and no adverse 
reports from Factory Inspectors. The 
company was out to make a profit, and 
the men were there to earn good wages. 
In achieving these aims, bad habits could 
develop. Men could, and did, take chances 
to earn more bonus. There was a definite 
explanation for every accident, and it was 
the business of the safety officer to find 
that explanation. Even more, it was his 
duty to anticipate, using his experience. 

It was a matter of courtesy to call on 
the agent in charge when visiting a job, 
but Mr. Buxton emphasised the impor- 
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tance of talking to the men when there 
was something that needed putting right. 
It was better to talk to one or two men 
individually than to a crowd. The indi- 
viduals would spread the information 
among the others. The safety officer 
should preferably go around the job on 
his own, rather than with the agent, so 
that he could stop and give whatever time 
necessary to deal with anything that was 
wrong. Even on the best jobs, a safety 
officer did not usually have to go far to 
find something that needed attention. 

_ Mr. Buxton concluded by pointing out 
that although building was regarded by 
the layman as having a higher percentage 
of daredevils than any other industry, 
this was untrue. Due to the —_ variety 
of his work, the general building crafts- 
man, who might be building a couple of 
bungalows one month and a ten-storey 
building the next, became accustomed to 
climbing around scaffolds and ladders, 
and was in no more danger than the lay- 
man on his kitchen chair. 


THE FACTORIES ACT 
Engineering Inspector's Comments 


GOME comments on the Factories Act 

and Building Regulations were given 
on January 19 by Mr. W. D. SHort, engin- 
eering inspector of the Inspectorate of 
Factories, at a meeting of the London Build- 
ing and Engineering Contractors’ Accident 
Prevention Group. Mr. Short dealt particu- 
larly with Building (Safety, Health and Wel- 
fare) Regulations No. 34, and his comments 
are given below:— 

Regulation 34 deals with the construction, 
maintenance and inspection of lifting appli- 
ances. A lifting appliance has been defined 
as a crab, winch, pulley block or gin wheel, 
used for raising or lowering, and a hoist 
crane, sheerlegs, excavator, drag line, pile 
driver, pile extractor, aerial cable or over- 
head runway. This definition is more com- 
prehensive than that of a lifting machine 
under section 24 of the Factories Act. k 

The first thing to note is that the regula- 
tion applies not only to the lifting appliance 
itself but to alf parts, including working 
gear and all plant and gear used for anchor- 
ing and fixing such appliances. All the 
appliances and parts must be of good 
mechanical construction, sound material, 
adequate strength and substance and free 
from patent defect. 

All these appliances and their working 
year have to be properly maintained. Main- 
tenance has been defined under section 152 
of the Factories Act, which applies to build- 
ing operations. By definition it means: 
maintained in an efficient state, in efficient 
working order and in good repair. The 
requirement is again an absolute one and 
cannot be qualified so as to suggest that the 
duty is merely to take every practical and 
practicable step to ensure that the appliance 
is in safe and efficient working order. These 
appliances must be inspected weekly. 

The inspection should specifically embrace 
all parts which require lubrication (so far 
as this can be done without dismantling) 
of the working gear, anchorages and all 
fixings. When the inspection has been made, 
the result must be entered in the prescribed 
register form 91 and the record signed by 
the actual person carrying out the inspec- 
tion. Details of all defects should be entered 
into column 3B of the register. The last 
part of regulation 34 deals with those cases 
where, by virtue of regulation 99, registers 
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are not required to be kept on the site in 
respect of requirement under regulations 20, 
34 and 75. This arises where the employe 
has reasonable grounds for believing that 
the operation will be completed in less thay 
six weeks. It is to be noted that the sub. 
section does not exempt from inspection, 
This has got to be carried out in exactly 
the same way, but instead of the competent 
person having to enter the particulars of his 
inspection forthwith in the register, he js 
permitted to notify the results to his 
employer (this must be done within a week) 
and the latter is responsible for completing 
the register. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


Wood Block Flooring Problem 


Q. We have had a #-in. oak block fioor 
laid in the hall, dining-room and lounge of 
our house and have had a considerable 
amount of trouble with it. It has curled up 
at edges (as much as ;¢ in. in 23 in.) leaving 
gaps in the surface. This has twice been 
attended to since being laid in June, and 
after ‘being sanded and surfaced again | 
found evidence of wood worm, noticeable 
only when the wood is in the raw state. It 
has all been polished again and the firm 
concerned say that they will replace the 
damaged blocks. I feel that, as I only saw 
a small area of the floor in its raw state when 
the infestation was very obvious, in all 
probability many more blocks could be 
affected without being visible. 

When I broached this point, I was in- 
formed that wood worm is transmitted only 
through wood with fresh progeny being laid 
inside the wood. I, however, understood 
that this was not so, and that the beetles 
themselves were responsible. 


As a result, I have visions of my new 
house being infested with wood worm in a 
few years’ time and would appreciate your 
advice on the matter. 

G. M. W. 


A. Without seeing the oak block fioor it 
is difficult to arrive at a definite conclusion 
as to the cause of the curling of these blocks. 
There are two reasons for this taking place: 
1. Inadequate protective damp-proofing 
from the concrete under the blocks; 2. In- 
ferior quality timber used in their manu- 
facture. We imagine it is the latter cause 
as the insect attack has also been noticed in 
these blocks. This curling in the second in- 
stance is due to the blocks being cut from 
plain sawn boards, i.e., boards cut from a 
log parallel to one of its diameters. The 
shrinkage is greater on the surface of these 
boards, and the side nearest to the centre of 
the tree becomes convex. The best way to 
convert logs into boards for this purpose is 
to have the face of the boards as near as 
possible at rightangles to the annual rings. 
The shrinkage in this direction is decidedly 
less, and the boards will keep their shape 
when seasoned. 


The woodworm mentioned is not the 
common “furniture beetle” that is often 
seen in houses, as this beetle does not attack 
oak. The beetle that does is known as the 
“Lyctus beetle” and it will only attack the 
sapwood of this timber. I can assure your 
correspondent that the house will not become 
infested with this insect, but I would suggest 
that all the blocks with sapwood in them 
should be removed or injected with an in- 
secticide. This sapwood can be easily seen 
as it is white in colour. 

VG, FP, 
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STONEWORK IN BUILDING 


London Master Stonemasons’ Prize 


(THE RIBA announce that the Jury for 

the award of the London Association 
of Master Stonemasons’ Prize for the study 
of Natural Stonework (a certificate and the 
sum of £50, offered for competition 
annually), will be composed as follows: — 
The chairman of the Board of Architectural 
Education; Mr. G. W. Burlington and Mr. 
G. B. Knight (representing the London Asso- 
ciation of Master Stonemasons);Mr. D. du R. 
Aberdeen and Mr. Geoffrey Harper (repre- 
senting the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects); and Mr. G. Grenfell Baines (the 
Critic). 


The competition is confined to  pro- 
bationers and elected students of the RIBA 
who have not passed or received exemption 
from the RIBA Final Examination (Parts I 
and Il). Probationers and students cannot 
enter for the competition if they have passed 
the RIBA Intermediate Examination or if 
they have passed an examination recognised 
for exemption from the RIBA Intermediate 
Examination more than 12 months before 
the published last day for the receipt of the 
sketches. 


The prize will be offered for the best set 
of sketches illustrating the use of stone in 
buildings and their setting. Any aspect of 
natural stonework may be chosen for study, 
including, in addition to structural masonry, 
the use of stone for facings or paving. 
Marbles are excluded from the scope of the 
prize. 


The sketches may be in any medium, and 
must be accompanied by descriptive notes. 
They must be drawn from the original, and 
copies of photographs or other illustrations 
are not admissible. The examples chosen 
may be of any period or from any country. 
The sketches need not be mounted. They 
may be submitted in folio or sketch-book 
form, but in any case the total area must 
not exceed two imperial s/eets. 

Details from the Secretary, RIBA, 66, 
Portland-place, London, W1. Closing date 
November 24 next. 


MASTER BUILDERS’ 
DINNER 


Levelling Building Costs 


ADDRESSING members of the Birmingham 
Branch of the Federation of Master 
Builders at their annual dinner on January 
19, Sir HERBERT J. MANZONI, city engineer 
and surveyor, Birmingham, said the recent 
freedom from restrictions on _ building 
granted by the Government brought to con- 
tractors the responsibility of building well 
at a cost that would not eventually stifle or 
perhaps kill the industry. 


The value of labour at present stood at 
200 per cent. compared with the pre-war 
figure, while that of the building trade was 
300 per cent. “Until you bring those 
values into line there will be no free run 
of work,” he said. “ At the moment only 
the motor industry can afford building in 
any general way. 


“It is up to you to try to induce the 
materials people to bring down their prices, 
which are the cause of half the trouble. Get 
building costs on a level with normal prices 
and there will be real progress in the trade.” 


THE BUILDER 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Five Oak Estates, Ltd. (541939.) Regd. Decem- 
ber 15. Bldg. and public works contractors. Nom. 
cap.: £15,000. Perm. dir.: L. Pugh, 169, Goldthorn 
Hill, Wolverhampton. 

G,. A. Gould, ‘Ltd. 
12, Park-rd., N15. Bildrs. 


(541940.) Regd. December 15, 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
E. T. Fisher. 


Garth Development, Ltd. (541942.) 
ber 15. Bidrs. Nom. cap.: £200. 
Dunn, 24, Bryanston-sq., WI. 

W. A. Barwick (Builders), Ltd. (541959.) Regd. 
December 15, Whitchurch, Shoreham-rd., Henfield, 
Sussex. Nom, cap.: £500. Dir.: W. A. Barwick. 

A. J. Preston (Building Contractors), Ltd. (541964.) 
Regd. December 15, 4, Fountain-st., Manchester. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. J. Preston, BSc. 

Sherfields (Farnham), Ltd (542015.) Regd. 
Dec. 16. Park-row, Farnham, Surrey, bldrs. and con- 
tractors. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: M. A. Sherfield. 

Stamford Brothers, Ltd. (542016.) Regd. Dec 16, 
Connell’s Shipyard, Selby, Yorks, genl. constructional 
engrs. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Perm. dir.: T. Stamford. 

Vickers-Armstrongs (Earth-Movers), Ltd. 

Regd. Dec 16 Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
appointed by subs. Sub.: E. P. Tomlinson, 101, Old 
Church-st., SW3 (acct.). 

J. and A. Holden, Ltd. (542031.) Regd. Dec. 16, 
35, Trafalgar-st., Burnley, plumbers, glazing con- 
tractors and engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. 


Holden. 

A. Haynes, Ltd. (542039.) Regd. Dec. 17, 159, 
Fulham-rd., SW3, mnfrs. of window blinds, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: F. W. Haynes. 

Metind, Ltd. (542174.) Regd. Dec. 18, elec., mech. 
and genl. engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100,000. Dir.: Not 
named. Sub.: L. Hardie, 6, Ledcameroch-rd., 
Bearsden, Dumbartonshire. 

. A. Wilding (Builders), Ltd. (542045.) Regd. 
Dec. 17, 115-7, Hill Top-la., Kimberworth, Rother- 
ham. Nom. cap.: £250. Dir.: C. A. Wilding. 

E. K. Green and Co. (Contractors), Ltd. (542053.) 
Regd. Dec. 17, 9, Windsor-st., Chertsey, Surrey, bidrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,050. Dir.: E. J. 
Munday. 

F. and B. B. Griffiths, Ltd. (542054.) Regd. 
Dec. 17, Alma House, Rodney-rd., Cheltenham, bldrs. 
and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: F. 
Griffiths. 


Golbourn and Kelsey, Ltd. (542059.) Regd. 
Dec. 17, Garnet, Wyburns-rd., Daws Heath, 
Thundersley, Essex, bldrs., contractors and decorators, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £600. Dir.: C. R. Golbourn. 

Johnson Crozier, Ltd. (542067.) Regd. Dec. 17, 
Midland Bank-chbrs., 143, High-st., Southend-on-Sea, 
bldrs., civil engrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Perm. dir.: S. A. Johnson. ‘ 

Laurence Williams, Ltd. (542073.) Regd. Dec. 17, 
Meadow Bank, Elton, Ince, Chester, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dir.: L. O. G. Williams (perm.). 

Robco Conveyor Co., Ltd. (542084.) Regd. 
Dec. 17, Kenyon-st., Blackburn, engrs. and mnfrs. of 
bucket conveyors, spiral and belt conveyors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: E. Charlson. 

C. A. Richardson (Marlow), Ltd. (542319.) Regd. 
December 22, 1954. 27a. Little Marlow-rd., Marlow, 
Bucks, builders and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. Dir.: C. A. Richardson. 

R. V. Arrondelle & Co., Ltd. (542344.) Regd. 
December 22, 1954. 17, Bradbourne-rd., Bexley, 
Kent, constructional, genl. and mech. engrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £3,600 Dir.: R. V. Arrondelle. 

A. Burdon & Co. (Builders), Ltd. (542362.) Regd. 
December 23, 1954. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. 
Burdon, 6, Nell-ter., Highfield, Rowlands Gill, Co. 
Durham. 

A. W. Ambery, Ltd. (542366.) Regd. December 
23, 1954. Queen-st., Geddington, nr. Kettering, bldr. 
and contractor. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: A. W 
Ambery. 

D. T. Farmer, Ltd. (542375.) Regd. December 23, 
1954. 6, Crown-st., St. Ives, Hunts, plumbers, 
painters, decorators. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Permt. 


dir.: D Farmer. 

G. P. Cooper, Ltd. (542377.) Regd. December 23. 
1954, Millbrook-rd., Southampton, bldr. and con- 
tractor. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: G. P. Cooper. 

M. W. Longley, Ltd. (542388.) Regd. December 
23, 1954, 10, Cheriton-gdns., Folkestone, Kent, heat- 
ing, ventilating and genl. engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. Dir.: Major Walter Longley (permt.). 

Triford Supplies (Portsmouth), Ltd. (542407.) 
Regd. December 23, 1954. 48, Marmion-rd., Southsea, 
Hants, bldrs.’ mchts., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: 
G. R. W. Wallis. 

W. Bexton & Son, Ltd. (542409.) Regd. Decem- 
ber 23, 1954, 41, St. Mary’s-gate, Derby, plumber. 
Nom. cap.: £2,500. Permt. dir.: W. Bexson. 

W. Miles & Sons, Ltd. (542414.) Regd. December 
23, 1954. Mount Pleasant-rd., Ebbw Vale, Mon, 
bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £7,500. Dir.: 
C. H. Miles. 

Anstiss Builders and Contractors, Ltd. (542513.) 
Regd. December 29, 1954. 486, High-rd., Chiswick, 
W4, bldr. and contractor. Nom. cap.: £2,500. Dir.: 
F. A. Anstiss. 

L.W.E. (1954), Ltd. (542529.) Regd. December 
29, 1954, bldrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: L. W. Evans. Sub.: R. Edwards, 28, Onslow- 
gdns., South Woodford, E18. 


Regd. Decem- 
irs? BN. 
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THE STRENGTH OF 
PLYWOOD 


Data on Mechanical Properties 


PLYwoops can now be made which are 
practically indestructible by delamination, 
They are no longer merely materials for 
furniture and indoor fittings but are a struc- 
tural material. Increasing quantities are 
being used for such things as box- and web- 
types of girder, panel floors and walls, ships’ 
planking and concrete shuttering. 

So many thicknesses and different forms 
of construction are employed that it is im- 
possible to test them all. Yet there is an 
increasing demand for data on_ their 
mechanical properties. Forest Products Re- 
search Bulletin No. 33 “ The Strength Pro- 
perties of Plywood, Part 2: Effect of the 
Geometry of Construction,” recently pub- 
lished, provides some of these. It contains 
the results of an investigation at the Forest 
Products Research Laboratory to provide 
suitable equations for calculating the bend- 
ing, tension, compression and shear strengths 
of any plywood construction. 

All the tests were carried out on gaboon. 
From the results, equations were formulated 
which can be used in practice for calcula- 
tions on constructions of any other species 
of wood. (HMSO, price 2s.) 


ACQUISITION OF LAND 
UNDER 1954 ACT 


New Regulations Issued 


Tue Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have now issued, under Statutory 
Instruments, 1955, No. 80, “ The Acquisition 
of Land (Division of Unexpended Balance) 
Regulations, 1955.” The following explana- 
tory note is appended to the regulations: 

Section 31 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1954, contains provisions 
whereby, in cases where compensation on a 
compulsory acquisition falls to be assessed 
on the basis of existing use, any unexpended 
balance of established development value 
attached to the land immediately before the 
service of the notice to treat is to be added 
to the compensation. (This balance repre- 
sents the residue of any claim or claims made 
in respect of interests in the land on the 
£300m. Fund under Part VI of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947.) Where there 
are several interests in the land, the section 
and the Fifth Schedule to the Act provide 
for ascertaining what portion of the balance 
is attributable to each interest. Tenancies for 
a year or less or from year to year are ex- 
cepted interests and are to be disregarded. 

These regulations, which are made under 
subsection (2) of section 31, require that 
persons interested in the land, other than the 
person whose interest is being acquired, shall 
be notified of any proposal of the acquiring 
authority to pay a portion of the balance 
to that person. Persons so notified are 
enabled to object to the proposal and to 
appeal against it to the Lands Tribunal if 
their objections are not met or withdrawn. 
Regulations 3 and 4 deal with the case where 
there is no dispute between the acquiring 
authority and the owner of the interest which 
is being acquired as to the amount of com- 
pensation which he is to receive, and regula- 
tion 5 with the case where there is such a 
dispute. In the latter case, persons notified 
of a proposal to pay out a portion of the 
balance are entitled to become parties to . 
the dispute as to compensation so far as it 
relates to the balance. The new regulations 
took effect from January 21. 
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THE BUILDER 


-CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


Tt information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest. or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated, Prices for smaller quantities 
€x merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast a rte ais aan ‘<< ar . 
Pit Sand fie deo va ‘i a shi 
Washed Sand ... 
Zin. Shingle... 
2 in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze... aa gee see 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate : 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site ree abel ees ae a 

Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 
upwards to site is ses aa ae 
lto6ton~ do. ate. x2 OF. eae ee 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots aa 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. per ton. 

White Portland Cement aa ake sue dae 
Under 1 ton oe pee ane ee <a 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards of Ae sae ae me 

— Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 

‘ortland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to£1017s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High*Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up __... wes ai 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London see <a see sae cua tas 


per ton 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... eco eee 

Second Hard Stocks ... ue nae 

Mild Stocks... sea asa sae aly * 55 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. : ’ 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons 7“ ree a ove 
Cellular Me. Lees Pee ot aa wad 
Keyed ____ do. “ eee 
Rustics ese 
Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. 

Sandfaced ... ai aa esau cy see 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) * 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) * * 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... ese << 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) eee es 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _... wae cea 

2}in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) eas ae 


ce 
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3in. do. | (LondonStations) se 
2%in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red Facings 


London Sites) “= sae die, seas aa 
on Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 
Sites) Jas aaa is ease nt cea ie 
2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) a as Fale ad Sere uses 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) ae ae ois hats oy 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) _... Ae or 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings. 


Berkshire district (London Sites) ... 


on HD WO Aaooananccooooo 
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£ 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London Sites)... per 1,000 41 
2g in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) aha ‘ia ah ‘aa “se 
2$ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) ove sue see exe eee 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers ie ea aaa me a 
Headers __.., eon eee eve 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats 
Double Siretchers ... Ae. one 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints we ‘a a saa 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 
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PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
Ho.iow Cray Partition BiLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 

; lorry loads. 
Zin, ase a waa : ea ... per yd. sup. 
23 in. pa aa 
3 in. we <<0 
4 in. (6 cavity) . 

Half blocks at no extra charge. 

CLINKER CONCRETE. 


2 in. eee ns wes 100 yds. aad 

iim . ea oa 85 yds. 

. i} a oes ots 75 yds. 

4 in. ‘ aaa ad 55 yds. ia 

CRANHAM 

2 in. 

2 in. 

3 in. es i = 

4 in. “ia aaa “aa ree 

4} in. Load bearing quality ... ioe 

FLoor BLocks 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads pee ay ea aaa 

4 in. 

5 in. 

6 in. 

7 in. 

8 in. 


ecocoeco 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
under 2 tons under 2 tons 


Over 2 tons 
e +1074% 


Best Quality +674% +974% 

BS.S Best. do. +10%°+674% +10% +974° 

Tested Quality +374%4673% +374% +974° - 

B.S.S. Tested do. +4742 4.674% +474%+974% +4742 4107 s 
S. 


+» per 1,000 


eee . . . ” 


3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in 12 in. lengths) ... 
4 in. Ge “de eae aa <a 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 

Monks Park aaa . 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground ake sia aaa 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 

B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area sas 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region as wa saa 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
stcoled cills § a ia aa on 

12 in. X 6 in. do. do. ... is 

12in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated .. 

12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping 

14 in. X 6 in. do. EO cae aa ea 

44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face... Bf 

3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes .» per ft. sup. 


««. per ft. cube 


eee 
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STONE—continued 65-4. £ s. d. MET 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. Sin. x 44 in. Jin. x 34in. 13 in. X Sin. ... per ton 15 0 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft.cube 1 3 5 6in. X 3 in. 24 in. x 7} in. se ay eos ” 20 0 
Do. do. fair one mas for fair fa 6in. X 44 in. Jin. X 4in. 8in. x 4in. ... ” i740 Iron— 
- bp ‘bi fi s 9 80 ps in. x ; in. = ie : in. ove vee ese 100 Mild 
“Hard York— in. x 5in. in. X 7 in. hie meta Mild 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 8 2 9 in. X'7in. 10 in. x 8 in 12 in. x 8in 
14 in. X 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, sp on top 14 in. x S4in. 14 in. x 6in 14 in. X 8 in. 
and front ... per ft. cube 2 3 8 15in. x Sin. 15in. x 6in. 16 in. X 6 in. ‘ 10 0 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 18 3 16 in. x 8 in. 18 ins X 6in. 18 in. x 7 in. 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 10 18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. X 64 in. 20in. x 7h in. Soft ! 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd.sup 2 13 10 Steel angles average price Pr eae eae wan 7° SO 20 
TILES and PANTILES Steel tees average price. stot? ‘thes <a < ¥ E SO 24 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Fabricated work delivered London— = 
Machine- made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from pate igs a aan Ee NTS Wan, gs Mbe set ae oe 39 0 0 eh 
incolnshire district ; ate 29 8 0 er sie As id ns ” 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ‘ ate ~ 47 10 0 Stanchions : a en ee ie — o 7's r+ 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... oe 58 13 6 Compound stanchions oe ik ia « @ i> 0 Gal 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district ee See 13 1 9 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... aa bus » 80-0 0 4 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district ; 3° 8 9 Average prices not for awkward work. 24 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. a 18 9 Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 6 
Machine- -made Hip and Valley tiles do. % 1 6 6 gag diam., and —_—— ae. . . 4 
concrete tiles 104 x 64 ~ 714 6 : nee en sees ++ COR Gee 
do. Interlocking (49S)... 1 - ees fe in. do. rr -2 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. { = re ie es Kop a " : R 4 : 
SLATES . do. die a Ree mre bee th Sei 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Jao Stes. Tune ‘ : he 
Ay tye es Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : : 
M hen truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Galvanised Tube— W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings Fess 
24 x 12 . 113 0 4 ee at ° de 
22 x 12 * ote ote eee ClassB + 84 Yo Light + 24% Malleable List— 35% + 40% 
exe . sor ot BBAS 8 | GlassC + 24% = Heavy + 3147 2 aT Hea 
ack— 
D1 ia § | Casa 2% < 
18 x 10 . 53 18 9 Class B — 11% Light + 113% Malleable List — 35% 
1x 9 ; ° 475 6 ClassC + 14% Heavy + 193% Cap 
16 x 10 4470 C.1. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS Bras 
ES eee ee ns eee 34 10 6 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 6 Stop Leat 
TIMBER . utters Nozzles Ends sc 
noon... ; in. Gis, MASE eee | meee 2/11 /10 Le 
Joinery quality Ex. et per standard £110 to £130 og ie pi “a ae ae ae 347 3° °P 
Carcassing quality = £95 to £100 44 in ik: 7 aa bce chee | eer aa 3/11 1/7 T 
o 1 &. Tongued and Grooved Flooring ak s £106 0 O san. Bes ioe io oa > | SR 4/4 1/9 B 
hale Boe a ee wee 
Mahogany—African S.E. aon do. per ft.cube 1 5 0 : c 1. o. G. GuTTers s 
do. Honduras do... do. 35 3:-5:- 10 3 in. eee oe 4/3 3/10 1/- 
Oak European do. ... do. vd > 9) 16 34 in. eae = ues << -. 4/9 3/10 1/3 
do. Japanese do. - do. a 210 0 + in. ee eee eee ase eee 5/24 3/11 1/7 A i 
do. English Logs sawn do. a 110 0 44 in. aes ee eee ee see 5/84 4/7 1/9 2 j 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. Ma 3.35 0 5 in. zee ee 6/2 5/3 2/- 1 i 
Walnut = African Logs sawn do. ad 1-6 Cl. tcieieamii Pipes 1} i 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) Per yd. in 6-ft. ae Pipe Bends Branches I$ i 
Delivered London area. 2 in. a 5s Se OTD 3/7 5/1 oa 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 24 in. ne aes rer Ab: wes £08 3/11 7/- Rol 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in ae a each 112 0 3 in. wes eso" eee age enw A s/- 7/7 P 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Hi 13 0 34 in. ae Ske die head eR 5/11 9/- She 
. 6 in. . 6 in. 2 n. eee ove ose see 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. _— _ Ling mn 1 16 6 oe “ere ” we > 
2 in. + 9" top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2i c. c- Contes See Ses Bre 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. see cae one 5 29°20 54 i an ri bi i 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ye: . tenthen.. “he Se eg i one oie . 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal — 9/34 i/6 11/2 Ls 
Mrtgrgiwr icine assis J aa te 34 in. BE 9/4 12/11 Ba: 
2 ft. 9 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. . 2 5-% Fe ae fa anh ' 
% Above prices for gutters, rain- -water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 15% and Le: 
payed poe oe iin is ca tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. Le 
; S, . Oin. . Oin. in 
= pd 1 ton (89 yds. tol ton)... eos ~ per yd. et aii Sa ~ bi 
1} in. 0. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ad cs 7 4 _—" Le 
hg (52 yds. to 1 ton) 8 11} 3 cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends _ Branches E 
3 ‘ : i aed oma a ae 17/4 30/2 , 
2hin. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) : 10 3 éin om / Y 5¢ 
Sia _ (39 yds. tol ton) - i in. mee ees aa 1 36/3 36/- 61/9 3 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. me ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 1 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. Sn 
se Hardboard 7 per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per se Sea : a Su 
ee S in. i i | 
in. do. ae re ; : : Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...peryd. 3/9 — 4/10 éie | 
# in. ance Flat Building Sheets . per yd. sup a2 oe imeem + each 39 2/8 3/2 4/3 Al 
oofing Felt, l-ply... = fe es ingle Branches . » 4/6 3/4 
do. 2-ply a a a i : ; Bends square or obtuse ,, 2/8 at 3/9 ve 
Best Scotch Glue, in siabs : —~io. 5:60 | Sree . Fe 3/9 4/3 5/11 r 
pear ji : ns 5 5-0 0. in. do. ” 3/9 4/10 6/5 ' 
Croid Glue __... 28 Ib. 2 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton ots) ae per ton 58 $ 0 iowa Py a re age in. 6 in = 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) - a 5415 0 Gutters 6-ft. ane ie yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/Th , 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) per cwt. 246 3 Drop ends each 2/10 3/4 3/10 a 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) eS ZiA2 9 Stop Ends i oe ea /10 /il ye . is 5 
METALS Steet Joists, Etc. — ye a0 yy} 3/1 4/10 W 
Basis Joists— ES ote a 10 4/7 i 
6in. x 5in., 8 in. x 5in., 8 in. X 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. Union Clips ... we ow WS 1/8 2/1 2/5 G 
—— x 6 in. pm cut to —— delivered pa Sal inn ai AsBEsTOS HALF-ROUND ~—— AND iggy? E 
: in. in. in. 6in. 
7 % iT n., ee S| oes 940-0 | teem ‘eae sn yak 
ce a cin ri % os : rop r By e060 ose CAC / /5 2/8 2/11 4/3 G 
ce tie, a x 4g a » + topends... oss) gy /9 /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
”» Angles sas Sk ay? oe 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Sin. x 2+ in. Sin. x 7 i M15 0 Nozzles ous «css 5) BPE 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
43 in. x in. . ‘ 3S. Union Clips ... a ee 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 


in ree 
£ d. 


Jnou—-Staflordehize Crown Merchant Qualieg owe és age 17 6 
Mild Steel Bars... ret ‘ak aaa val nc a ee 
Mild Steel Hoops ... aaa ane is eae aia ae ee 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


s.. d 

Soft Sheets C.R. used C.A— 

20 gauge ... “i ad aa een ia cr EG 

24 gauge ... eas ee as ona ‘gi ie eee oS 

26 gauge . pee pene - 5416 0 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft _ 

20 gauge ... es ‘ina one << pee oe 

24 gauge ... sae a See os ae one joa oe | 

26 gauge ... on ase -- 64 7 6 
Gabvaniasd Flat sheets C.R. - and ( C. aie _ 

20 gauge ... cee AS ans wae: | ae ae 

24 gauge ... aa ee <6 wi oan eco o- | Gets 6 

26 gauge ... asc, Gae-ne -@ 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS Work, CopPEr, ‘Zinc, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 


All per doz. ¢in. fin. lin. I}in. 1}in. Zin. 
Seoumdows | bib cocks a 
head for. iron 77/- 114/6 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron «. 99/- 142/- 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 323/6 462/- 815/- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/- 234/4 419/- 554/6 1234/3 
Double nut boiler screws ... 16/6 23/3 42/- 43/- 59/6 83/8 
Heav Croydon ball valves ... 68/3 155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron a das «17/4 21/- 34/9 60/6 74/6 Fg 
ldin. 1}in. 2in. 3in. 34 in. 
Caps and screws 29/9 36/4 52/9 82/6 105/6 43176 
Brass sleeves ... eae és 27/6 27/6 49/6 66/- 67/- 
"14 x 6 1b. 14 x 6lb. 2x 7b. 3 x 7 1b. 
Lead P. trap with bare oepaing 


screws .- 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap , es SBS: | — 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder s. d. 

Plumbers’ om maa pis aa se ic. ‘form ae 

Tinmen’s beh oa aaa eas pod re a 4 2 


Blow p 3 
Copper a ol BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 344d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras a follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
xtra 


d. d. 

in. x 19 gauge a 12} Total per Ib. 

sin. x 18 eae 10} = o. 45 
3 i. 418 wo Pra 94 ws - 433 
1} in. x 18 ” one 8% » » 434 
lgin. X 18, 8} a “ 434 
2 Mm Kee 10} A 44} 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ s.d. 

plus gauge and manufacturing extras ‘ «. perton 35615 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. aan 

do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) és 719 6 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) se is °3 
Brass tubes basic _ cams gauge sai manufactur- 

ing extras... eve eee per Ib. 2 3% 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one Steanih in London 
or Home Counties 


S..:a& 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 142 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils Ms dt - 143 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ase a 145 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. ae ac et 147 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe nah re 145 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton. 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton pe ide po « §=©percwt. =. @ 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. ae des eas aes aa 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. en oa 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. : priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton t é€ 4 
do. White do. do. eee ea 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ae ad 79 0 
do. Fine do. do. “ és y oy a 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton — ee int Fae ae 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime oO. aa ae age aa hs § 12-6 
Lump Lime CS aco e +2 @ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in I-ton loads :.. ‘i 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in l-ton loads_... es 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ne cm ous a 2.6. a 
Hair per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board i in. thick 600 
yds. and over inone delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. a2 
1,200 yds. _... pe 214 


Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. se over in one 
delivery. Delivered site “... eae eee A ’ ae. 
1,200 yds. ... se ne ita Ae aes cs 2 43 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £ s. 4. 
Ceiling Distemper oe aa gag nee percwt. 1 7 6 
ROE CNUI 5onn , ehe «dae oat itee, gh thee e 5 5 0 
Gloss Paint ...... eh ... pergal. 210 0 
Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 cwt. drums) .. percwt. 311 0 
LeaD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 18 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. ‘jots in 1 gal. tins pergal. 3 2 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt.keg ... jt .. percwt. 619 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. aed *, 290 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra. per gal. 12 0 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. yates = 12 6 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... one ” 5 $ 
do. do.  (40gal.} do. do. ... ~ ‘ 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cana) 1 Extesior saa ie ‘i 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ‘ ee aaa a 2 0 
Paste Powder (i Ib. packets) . eel ea .-- per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper... = nag ss .. per piece 1 0 


VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 


Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside sa .. pergal. 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal hipaa tris oe aa a 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ... ie ess ai be 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... aia oe wt he 226 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... aa ae Ria as y a Oe 
Finest Carriage Varnish a px oe sae we 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... oes a ei di ss 117 6 
Japan Gold Size aaa pir wie aha saa ei 110 0 
Black Japan... ae cea mea = aa of ee 
Brunswick Black cad ‘a wi oid a a 100 
Berlin Black... aa as oss eta on i 1-3 6 
Toews ‘ a a a BA aa es 2 : 4 . 
notting (1 gal. bottles free) ... aan = BES a 

French and Brush Polish (do.) ten AE i ea 113 0 
GLASS 

Delivered London area. Per ft. super 

8. 


ay™ 


r oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 
Oz. ” ” ” 


260% =» =» w - ” a 10 
32 oz. ” *” ” ” 
in. Rolled Plate oda peed vad 9 
fs in. and 3 in. Rough Cas’ = 1 0 
+ in. Figured Roland Cathedral, Standard patterns : - 
t eee ee 
do. Standard Tints aa poe 7 1 4} 
do. Special Tints ... i ya 
4in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, “Reediyte and 
Luminating ai eco sat ’ 3 
tin. Wired Cast wad we ae 
2 in. Georgian Wired Cast... on aa 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
.B. 5? x 5} X 34 in. a aa id ie 29 
P.B.3 7} X 7% X 34 in. aad aaa aa a 42 
P.B.32 7} X 7% X 3¢ in. ee a4 aaa 4 2 
Radiused pam a to match 7 with— 
P.B.2 cad ‘ee - 5 ge 
i As Boe mee aaa pre =a ca 6 9 
P.B.32 y* eal an a 6 9 
3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ua <a an ‘ 
a! 5 ft. sup.. Se “a 45 
ee = 43 ft. sup. r <a > ee! 
Sock. x 100 ft. sup. aia i 
tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one dhe or 135 in. 
both ways ... SS = a 8 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. “sup. or ditto <5 nae “a ll 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto 4 ‘ei 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—-Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. super 
d. 


Description of Glass quantity S. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. pee = on ae <a ae 
i + a ‘<a cae rsa! oe 2,000 
e * eae ‘ as ese one i ee at 
eae “ae aes poy 10 
34 ‘ “Rolled Piate ms .. 1,000 
tin. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 1,000 7k 
+in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, "Reeded, Luminating 
and Spotlyte... a -- 1,000 10 
te in. ona ry! in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast oe ae 1 
din. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... = -- 2,000 11 
4in. Georgian Wired Cast... aa cea «ae aoe 1 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM OCTOBER 4, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. A Al 


Town. 
Aberavon 
Aberdare ... 
Abergavenny 
Abingdon 
Accrington 
Addlestone 
Aldeburgh 
Aldershot District ... 
Alfreton U.D 
Alnwick 
Altrincham .. 


Amersham .... 
Ammanford .. 


oe * pave 
=" * 


A 

az: e-la-Zouch U.D....A 
Ashby Woulds U 
Ashford (Kent) 
Ashford (Middlesex). 
Ashington 
Ashtead 
Ashton-under-Lyne ... 

—- and Brayton 
Atherstone R.D. (partsof) A 
Aylesbury A2 
Aylesby (Yorks) . 
Aylesh: 


Barnoldswick uD: . 

icy 

Barrow-in-Furness 

Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
oat Thrussington A2).. - 


Basford R.D. (exc. oe 
Banngstoke nn Al) 


seeee 


Bedwas ... fee, 
Beeston & Stapleford U. D. 
| U.D. 


Berkhamsted 
Berrington 

Berwick District.. 
Beverley 
Bexhill-on-Sea 
Biggleswade .... 
Billericay 

Billing 
Billingham U.D... 
Bilsthorpe 
Bi gton 
Birkenhead 
Birmingham C.B.... 
Bishop Auckland . 
Bishop’s Stortford . 
Bispham 

Blackburn 


Seer Ser ts Weiss o tes 
> PRAPPRPPD 


Bolsover UD... 
Bolton 


Bournemouth District 
Bracknell 

Bradford 
Bradford-on-Avon 
Braintree Al 
Breconshire, County of.. wa 
Brent Knoll 
Brentwood 
Bridlington ... 
Brierfield . 
Brighouse ... 
Brighton ... 
Bristol 


BLL BI 


bb>R> >> 


ee gi 

Brough 

Semeon (Cheshire) . 
Buckley 





Craftsmen ... 
Labourers .. 


THE BUILDER 


3/9 
3/34 


A2 A3 


3/8 3/74 
3/23 3/2 





Town. 
Bungay 
Burnham-on-Crouch 
Burnley 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. 
Bury 
Serr St. Edmunds .. 


Calder Valley 

Cambridge 

Cannock U.D... 

Canterbury 

Cardiff 

Cardiganshire, County of re} 
Carlisle A 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of {A2 


Castleford 

Caterham 
Chapel-en-le-Frith . 
Charmy Down 
Chatham & District .. 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. 
Chelmsford .... 
Cheltenham 


Chesterfield M.B.. 
Chesterfield R.D 
Chester-le-Street U.D. 
Chichester 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
huish) 
Chorley .. 
Clacton 
Cleethorpes .. 
Clevedon 
Cleveleys .. 
Clitheroe 
Coalville U.D. 
Cobham aan 
Colchest 


B>d>d>>d>2>>>-2o>>>d> 


FSS >> >EbZD>e 


Cranbrook . 
Cranleigh .. 
Crawley (Sussex) 
Crewe 

Cromer 
Crowborough 
Cuckfield 


Dalton-in-Furness ... 
Darlington District ... 


Denbigh Town 
——, “s B, 
Deviz 


Doncaster C. 

Dorking 

Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Al) 

DOVES cvcces eensscens 

Dovercourt 

Driffield U.D. 

Droitwich M.B.. 

Dudley M.B. .. 

Dunstable 

Durham City .. 


Eastbourne 

E. Glam. & Mon, Val.. 
East Grinstead Distr 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D 
Ebbw Vale & District... 
— 

ies” 

Exeter . 

Fakenham . 

Falmouth 

Fareham ... 
Faversham . 





Town. 
Felixstowe 
Filey U.D. 
Fleetwood 
Flint 
Folkestone 
Frinton ... 
Frome 
Gainsborough U.D. 
Gateshead 
Gillingham (Kent).. 
Glossop 
Gloucester 
Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ih 
Godalming 
Goole M.B.. 
Gosport 
Grantham M.B.. 
Gravesend 
Great Yarmouth A 
Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) re 
Guildford District 
Guilsborough 
Guiseley 
Halesowen M.B.. 


Harrogate 
Hartlepool 
Harwich .... 
Haslemere .. 
Hastings 
Hatfield (Herts.) .. 
Haywards Heath . 
= Hempstead . - 
enley-on-Thames . 
Hereford 
Herefordshire, Caty. of... 





eatiapine (Staffs) 
Ilkley 

Ingatestone 
Ipswich 

Isle of Sheppey .. 


Isle of Wight 
Jarrow M.B, 
or gl ey 

endal 
Kenilworth U.D. 
Kettering M.B. 
Keynsham 
Kidderminster M.B. 
King’s Lynn 
Kingskerswell .. 
Kingsteignton .. 
Kirkham 
Knaresborough U.D. 
Knowle 
Lancaster ....... diseseson 
Leamington M. B. 
Leatherhead 
Leeds 
Leicester C.B. “ 
Leighton Buzzard 
Letchworth 
Lewes ° 
Lichfield M.B. 
Lincoln C.B. .... 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool 
Liandudno ... 


boob b DLEEPPMLLLELE 


>RZB} 


pace (Devon)... 
Macclesfield 
Maidenhead 
Maidstone .. 
Maltby 

Maldon (Essex) .... 
Malvern U.D..... 
Manchester 
Manningtree 
Mansfield M.B. 
BEAIGD .ccccccee esceecs 
Margate. 

moe “-speacepnccie U.D. 


Mary; 

Matlock | UD, cose 
Melksham ...... cove 
Melton Constable 
Melton Mowbray U.D. 


Merthyr 
Middlesbrough 
Middleton 


lewbury 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Newcastle-under-Lyme . 
New Forest District 
Newmarket 

Newport, Mon. .. 
Newport Pagnell . 


Northallerton Dist. 
Northampton C.B... 
North Shields..... 
Norton Radstock . 
Norwi 


- 26 ce 6 o 2.8 


CHIRON «sets cccssse 
Ongar 


Ossett and Horbury 
ye 
Oxted .. 
Paignton .... 
nn 
Pickering as 
Plymouth 

Pontefract 
Pontypridd 


bE ZS>SESB db) 


>i 


Bb>dboddb52 


Radnorshire, County of $tA2 
Ramsgate ........006 evetecees 
Rayleigh ... 

Reading ... 
Redcar B. 

Redditch U.D. 
Redhill yes Reigate. 


Rugby M.B. .. 
Saffron Walden .. 2 
St. Albans 
St. Helens 


DOE SDELDEESEEE 


Salisbury City.... 
Salisbury Plain 
Sawbridgeworth . 
Saxmundham 
Scarborough 
Scunthorpe . 





Loughborough 
Louth hi -vaee 
Lowestoft 








Sheerness 
porn 

Shipl 

poe alee ae 
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Town. 
Shoreham 
Shrewsbury M.B. 
Sittingbourne 
Skegness U.D. 
Skipton U.D. 
Sleaford U.D. 
Slough 
Smethwick C.B. . 
Snettisham 
Somerset, County a oapaes 
Southampton gocmabenashenes 
— Dist 


Southpo: 

South PShicids —_ 
Spalding U.D. 
— M.B.. 


Sta 
Stamford M.B. 
Stantonwick 
Stevenage 
Stockport 
Stockton R.D. .... 
Stockton-on-Tees sees 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. 
Stoke Orchard 
Stourbridge M.B. 
Stourport U.D 
Stowmarket 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B. .. 
Sunderland District 
Sunningdale 
Sutton Coldfieid M 
Swaffham 
Swanage .. 
Swansea 
Swindon 
Swinton U.D. .. 
Tamworth M.B. 
Tenterden 
Tewkesbury ...... 

ames Haven .. 
Thetford ...... paeece 
Thorpe Bay 
Thurrock U.D.C. Ar 

_» North of, to Billericay > 


BES LBLEey 


> 


pe>SES SS >>>2Sb BEES 





Tonbridge ... 
Torquay .. 

Totnes . 
Trowbridg: 
Tunbridge | Welis one 
Ty h C.B 





hater (Salop) anne aa 
Uttoxeter U.D. ...... .A2 


Wakefield 
Wallsend B. 
Walsall C.B. 
Walsden 
Walton-on-Naze 


Wellteaton UD... 
Wells (Norfolk) 
Wel 

Welwyn Gar. City .... 
West Bromwich C.B 
Westbury 
Westcliff-on-Sea . 
Westerham 
Weston-super-Mare 
Weybridge 
Seer, 

Whitby 


Wilts. County of 
Winchester —.cseceses 
Windermere 


Woking (District) : shisutaian 
Wokingham 
Wolverhampton C.B. 
Woodbridge 

Worcester C.B. 
Workington 

Worksop M.B. 
Worthing 

Wrexham (incl. Cefn) . 
Wroughton 

Wylam 

Wymondham 


For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are: —Craftsmen, 3s. 103d.; Labourers, 3s. Sd. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 43d. t+ Plus 2d. per working day. t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
Women’s RatTes.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages rie women engaged in craft processes is 2s.'10$d. per hour. Women engaged on work other 


than craft processes, 2s. 64d. per hour. 


These rates took effect on January 3. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 196, 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


NORTHERN IRELAND MINING 


The Northern Ireland Ministry of Finance 
will shortly advertise for offers in respect 
of mining rights vested in the Ministry over 
a large area in the vicinity of Tardree, 
County Antrim. A London firm has recently 
been making borings in another area for a 
substance known as “ Perlite,” from which 
can be processed a new insulating material 
which, it is understood, has been developed 
considerably in the United States. So far 
as is known, the County Antrim deposit is 
cne of the few deposits of this mineral in 
Europe. 


EMPLOYEES IN HOSPITALS 


The Builders’ Committee of the Ancillary 
Staffs Council of the Whitley Councils for 
the Health Services has agreed that the tool 
allowance payable to carpenters and joiners 
employed in hospitals who provide and 
maintain all necessary tools as and when 
required in connection with their work, shall 
be increased from 2d. to 4d. per day as from 
October 4 last. It has also been agreed 
that the tool allowance for carpenter and 
joiner apprentices who are put to the expense 
of maintaining tools should be increased 
from 2d. to 4d. per day as from November 
15 last. The Builders’ Committee has also 
agreed that craftsmen employed in hospitals 
upon tiling (floor and/or wall), shall receive 
2d. per hour extra as from February 1, 1954. 
Details are given in ASC _ (Builders) 
Circular 9. 


BRIXTON SCHOOL JUBILEE 


To commemorate the jubilee of the LCC 
Brixton School of Building, Ferndale-road, 
SW4, the school has produced a booklet en- 
titled ““ The First Fifty Years.” The booklet 
records the history of the school in story 
and illustrations, as well as the development 
of technical education for the building in- 
dustry. Copies, price 2s. 6d., can be 
obtained on application to the school. 


EASTBOURNE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved with modifications 
the development plan for the County 
Borough of Eastbourne. 


FIRM PRICES FOR JOINERY 


The new president of the English Joinery 
Manufacturers’ Association, Lt.-Col. S. R. 
Sharp, JP, reported to his council that 
many letters from local authorities and 
architects and others had been received, 
expressing appreciation of the recommenda- 
tion made to members that, subject to any 
nationally agreed wages variations, they 
should quote firm prices, if possible, for 
orders to be delivered in six months. 

A further discussion took place on the 
grading of imported softwoods, on _ the 
question of the abolition of the derating of 
industrial premises and with 
certain recommendations to be made to the 
council on the Codes of Practice for Build- 
ings with reference to CP112 (1952). 


NOTTINGHAM SMOKELESS ZONE 


Plans to make the centre of Nottingham 
a smokeless zone have been announced by 
the city health committee. They say they 
will seek to establish an area of 170 acres 
of the city centre in which it will be an 
offence for smoke to be emitted from any 
premises. In ‘time similar powers will be 
sought for the whole of the city, which has 

population of 300,000. Corporation 


regard to. 
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officials sav it will be two to three years 
before the zone can be declared, because 
industrial and other premises will have to 
be adapted for burning smokeless fuel. 


A GOLDEN JUBILEE 


The Dorking firm of Geo. J. Arthur and 
Sons, Ltd., on January 13 celebrated their 
golden jubilee with a dinner at the White 
Horse Hotel. The late founder of the firm 
had, for some years previous to starting on 
his own, been a foreman bricklayer with 
Messrs. Colls and Sons (now Trollope and 
Colls, Ltd.). His three sons, George, Jack 
and Dudley Arthur, now carry on the busi- 
ness. During the evening gold watches were 
presented to the two oldest employees, Mr. 
Charlie Mitchell (44 years’ service) and Mr. 
Bert Collis (42 years). 


BONUS SCHEME AGREED 


A bonus scheme for employees of Birming- 
ham Corporation’s direct labour department 
was agreed at a meeting of the house build- 
ing committee, on January 20. Ald. A. F. 
Bradbeer, chairman of the committee, said 
that each building operation would have a 
maximum net wage figure based on the 
quantities contained in the bill of quantities. 
On the certified completion of an operation 
the total cost of carrying out the operation 
would be compared with the maximum net 
wage figure, and any saving would be divided 
between the workman and the Corporation, 
the workman receiving 85 per cent. and the 
Corporation 15 per cent. 


BLOWN SAND FOR SALE 


Thousands of tons of sand, blown across 
the promenade at Exmouth in recent gales, 
are being offered to builders by the Corpora- 
tion at a price of 3s. 4d. a ton loaded into 
builders’ lorries by council workmen. 


CAMBRIDGE PLAN UPHELD 


In the Queen’s Bench Division on January 
24 Mr. Justice Pearson refused an application 
by Cambridge City Council. to. quash the 
Cambridge development plan approved by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment in September last. It is hoped to give 
a fuller report of the case in our next issue. 


DIRECT LABOUR AT ROWLEY REGIS 


Rowley Regis (Staffs.) direct labour scheme 
has been found to cost an additional £100 
per house, compared with private enterprise 
building, stated Alderman S. Norwood, 
chairman of their House Building Com- 
mittee, in a recent discussion on the time 
limit set by the Ministry of Housing for the 
acceptance of tenders for 50 houses at Tivi- 
dale Hall Estate. Last August the Ministry 
authorised an extra 50-houses for Rowley 
Regis, but gave the Council until] only 
December to arrange contracts. The coun- 
cil received a tender amounting to nearly 
£75,000, but this was regarded as too high. 
The council, which considers that it has not 
had enough time to secure competitive ten- 
ders for the houses, is now to build them by 
its direct labour organisation. It is thought 
that the Town Council is now likely to lose 
several thousands of pounds on the scheme. 


INSURANCE BENEFITS. 


The dates for the payment of. increased 
pensions and other national insurance and 
industrial injuries benefits provided by the 
National Insurance Act, 1954, have been 
fixed by the National Insurance Act, 1954 
(Commencement) Order; 1955 (price 2d.). 
The order also fixes the date from which 
the higher weekly contributions will be 
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introduced. The appointed date pre- 
scribed in the order for the introduction 
of the higher national insurance and the 
industrial injuries contribution rates is 
June 6. 


ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE 
“Freedom from Frost Hazard” 


THE ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE has 
announced that its John Edward Worth com- 
petition will this year be devoted to an essay 
on “The thermal insulation of dwellings, 
and the design of water supply and waste 
drainage systems to achieve freedom from 
frost hazard.” 

The total prize money amounts to £100 
of which £25 will be awarded for the essay. 
A condition governing the remaining £75 
is that it will be used for a study tour of 
Europe. Two-thirds of ‘the latter will be 
paid in advance, and the remainder on com- 
pletion of the tour and the submission of 
a report. 


“ Noiseless” Sanitary Fittings 


AN AWARD of 50 gns. is also to be made 
by the RSI for a prize-winning essay on 
“The design and fitting of sanitary appli- 
ances to reduce noise and its transmission 
through buildings.” The award is being 
made in connection with the Henry Saxon 
Snell competition. 

Details of both awards from the Secretary, 
Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham 
Palace-road, London, SWI. 


MORE STEEL ERECTORS ON 
STRIKE 
“ Guerrilla Action” Decision 


THE Constructional Engineering Union 
decided this week to extend their 
“ guerrilla action ” and make plans for token 
strikes by steel erectors and mass demon- 
strations as a protest against the ban on over- 
time imposed by the Engineering and Allied 
Employers’ National Federation. ; 

Some 2,000 members of the Union from 
all parts of the country attended a demon- 
stration meeting in London on Monday and 
staged a march through the streets. It is 
understood that about 100 men have stopped 
work on different jobs during the past fort- 
night. -Twenty-six building sites in the City 
cf London were affected this week by the 
strike and all new work due to start in this 
area is likely to be held up. 

Thirty men were called out at the Margam 
steel works in South Wales, eight at Brown 
Bayley’s works in Sheffield, and four at the 
Firth-Vickers works, Sheffield. In Bristel 
steel erection work stopped on the £3m. con- 
tract for Lewis’s Stores, when 12 workers 
went on strike. 


TEES-SIDE STOPPAGE 


On Tees-side, 31 steel erectors went on 
strike. The firms affected are Matthew Hall 
and Co., of London, and the Tees-side Bridge 
and Engineering Works, of Middlesbrough. 
Mr. J. Rowlands, the Tees-side organiser: of 
the Constructional Engineering Union, said: 
“This is the first of a number of ‘similar 
stoppages which will take place in the next 
few weeks to emphasise the justice of the 
erectors’ claims.” 

A spokesman of the Employers’ Federa- 
tion stated that there was no intention to lift 
the ban on overtime and week-end work and 
no further negotiations were likely to take 
place before the strikers returned to work. 


H 
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TRADE NEWS 


INSTRUMENT EXHIBITION 


‘The. third British Instrument Industries’ 
Exhibition is to be held at Earls Court, 
London, from June 28 to July 9, next. It 
will show the latest scientific and electrical 
instruments, automatic controls and drawing 
office equipment. 


COMPANY'S OVERSEAS ACTIVITIES 


The amount of work being carried out in 
South Africa by John Laing and Son, Ltd., 
again increased during 1954. On all their 
work throughout that area, the company 
employed, together with Laing and Roberts, 
Ltd., about 6,400 men, production reaching 
a rate of 54 houses per day. An informative 
article reviewing the companies’ South 
African building activities is contained in 
the January issue of the monthly news 
sheet, “Team Spirit.” Copies from John 
Laing and Son, Ltd., at Bunns-lane, NW7. 


ALUMINIUM DOOR CANOPY 

A new aluminium door canopy has 
been introduced by Bainbridge Brothers 
(Engineers), Ltd., Woodhill-road, Bury, 
Lancs, as an aid to reducing labour costs 
on site. Manufactured in two sections, the 
first is built up from'2 by 1 by 4 in. metal 
members. Of these, three channel sections 
are welded at right-angles across two angle 
sections, forming a complete frame of which 
the front angle section fits on .the front 
of the wall’s brickwork to give the correct 
projection. The bearers have been shaped 
to stop the conductivity of moisture across 
the cavity. The second section forms the 
canopy itself, completely sealed apart from 
three slots at the back into which the 
bearers slide. Its aluminium sheeting is 
corrugated, and insulated with cork to pre- 
vent the drumming of rain. 


BRITISH FIRM WINS ASIA CONTRACT 
The ‘“Lee-McCall” system of _pre- 
stressed concrete. construction marketed by 
McCalls Macalloy, Ltd., of Templeborough, 
Sheffield, has been selected for the new 
Kallang Basin bridge at Singapore. This 
bridge, which will be one of the largest 
prestressed concrete bridges in Asia, con- 
sists of 25 spans.of 80 ft.,. making a total 
length of 2,000 ft.. with a width of 65 ft. 
It will, require some 500 tons of “ Macalloy ” 
steel, delivery of which will commence 
shortly.. A brochure describing the develop- 
ment of the “ Macalloy ” deformed steel bar 
for prestressed concrete construction is now 
available from the company. ' 


MULTI-STOREY DRY CONSTRUCTION 

Some methods of using ‘‘ Asbestolux ” in 
multi-storey dry construction work are de- 
scribed and illustrated in a useful booklet 
produced by the Cape Ashestos Co., Ltd., 
114, Park-street, W1, for the four-day con- 
ference held at the Building Centre from 
January 10 to 13, and now being distributed 
to the industry. Entitled ‘“‘ Asbestolux: Basis 
of a New Technique,” the booklet takes the 
form of an examination of an imaginary tech- 
nical college; and was written and designed 
by Mr. William Pack, ARIBA, in conjunc- 
tion with Mr. P. A. Denison, manager of the 
company’s board division. 


NEW TWO-POSITION TIP-BACK 
The lugs.on the back of the 14 cu. yd. 


bucket for the Allis-Chalmers H.D.5G 
‘Tracto-Shovel marketed by Mackay Indus- 
trial‘ Equipment, Ltd., Faggs-road, Felfham. 
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Middlesex, will in future have two sets of 
pin-holes. One set of holes will enable the 
bucket to be used in the standard position, 
giving an automatic return to digging posi- 
tion. The second set will enable the opera- 
tor to tip back the bucket at ground level 
to an angle of 25 degrees, to facilitate the 
handling of loose stockpiled materials, 


TILE SHOWROOMS 


New showrooms displaying a comprehen- 
sive range of clay roofing tiles, floor tiles and 
allied materials, as well as 30 roofing display 
panels, have been opened by Langley Lon- 
don, Ltd., at 163/5/7, Borough High-street, 
SE1, Adjoining the premises is Mermaid 
Court; where a decorative glass panel with 
mermaid design forms the back of a tiled 
fish pool, in which water runs down the face 
of the glass to create the illusion of an under- 
water scene. The general design of the 
showrooms was worked out in collaboration 
with Mr. S. A. Victor, then of Messrs. 
Frederick Sage and Co., Ltd., and that com- 
pany carried out the work. Schemes for 
glazed ceramic wall facings were prepared 
by Anthony Carter, MSIA. 


DIESEL DUMPER 


Details of their new four-wheel 15 cwt. 
dumper, the “ Roughrider,” are contained in 
a leaflet issued by the Liner Concrete 
Machinery Co., Ltd., “ Liner,” House, Abbey 
Orchard-street, Victoria-street, Westminster, 
SW1. A 28-day “hire with option to pur- 
chase ” scheme is being operated by the com- 
pany for this dumper, which has a 6 hp 
diesel engine and’ rear-wheel steering to 
reduce driving fatigue. The front axle is de- 
signed to carry a 15-cwt. load in the skip, 
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which will take a batch from a 14/10 con- 
crete mixer, and the fuel consumption is 
understood to be about two gallons of diesel 
oil per day, 


LIGHTWEIGHT DERRICK POLE 


A steel derrick pole, built up from standard 
length box. section units bolted together to 
give any desired height, is being manufactured 
by John Booth and Sons (Bolton), Ltd., 
Hulton Steelworks, Bolton. The units are 
14 ft. long, and there are ancillary lengths of 
6 ft. to cover most requirements. Cross- 
beams can be put through the openings of 
the units to carry platforms or staging. 


WASHABLE FABRIC 4 


The fabric “ Rydura ” being manufactured 
by Ryjack Productions, Ltd., 89 Oxford. 
street, is understood to be particularly suit- 
able as a decoration for walls, either by 
direct application or in the form of read, 
prepared panels. Combining contemporary 
designs with a washable “ Profilm” surface, 
the fabric is available in a range of designs 
drawn and coloured in the contemporary 
idiom. _Its special finish is claimed to erisure 
that soiling caused by ofdinary general use 
as well as fruit juice and other spillages, can 
be cleaned with a damp cloth. Further 
information on these panels, as well as on 
“ Rydura” bonded table tops, trays, and so 
on, is available from the makers of “ Ryma- 
lite” (““ Rydura ” bonded to boards), Mallin- 
son Bros., Ltd., Brown-street, Salford 3, 
Lancs. 


FIRM’S EXPANSION PROGRAMME 

A variety of activities, including bridge 
and constructional engineering, are - now 
being conducted by the Dorman, Long 
organisation in addition to iron and steel 
manufacture. A three-stage development 
programme has been carried out by the 
organisation recently, and the final and 
largest stage will involve expenditures of 
about £36,000,000. Details of these and 
other improvements can be found in a 
booklet entitled “ 1954 Illustrated,” available 
from Dorman, Long and Co., Ltd., GPO 
Box No. 1, Zetland-road, Middlesbrough. 


INDUSTRIAL NEWSPAPER 

The fibre building-board industry’s own 
newspaper, Fidor Log, is now being pub- 
lished by the Fibre Building Board Develop- 
ment Organisation, and 50,000 copies of the 
first edition are being circulated to ‘archi- 
tects, surveyors, builders and others inter- 
ested in fibre board. This first edition of 


what is expected to become a regular publi- 


cation has been written primarily for 
FIDOR’s subscribing members, and its con- 
tents include statistics of fibre-board con- 
sumption during the last 30 years as well 
as a review of publications., Subsequent 
issues will contain articles of interest to the 
building industry in general. A _ limited 
number of copies are available from FIDOR 
at Melbourne House, Aldwych, WC2. 


PERSONAL. COLUMN 


Mr. L. J. P: RENNIE has been appointed by Bow- 
maker (Plant), Ltd., agents for Caterpillar tractors, 
as depot manager at Fenny Bridges, Devon. 

Haywarps, Ltp., have appointed Mr. R. L. Duns, 
103, New Bridge-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1 (tel.: 
Newcastle 27609), as representative for the counties of 
Northumberland, Durham, Cumberland and West- 
morland. 

Due to the sudden death on January 4 of Mr. D. 
Goldberg, sales manager of Messrs. Keith Blackman, 
Ltd., who was with the company for over 38 years, 
certain staff reorganisation has become _ necessary. 
The following appointments become effective as from 
February 1: Sales manager, C..J. ATKINS; assistant 
sales manager, A. H. WoopLEy; contracts manage’, 
F. W. Goopce; and assistant to the chief engineer, 
D. HUMPHREY. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents} 


Cuba.—The Cuban Government have 
created’ a new national body known as 
ENCOP (or Entidad Nacional para la Con- 
struccion de Obras) to promote the construc- 
tion of public thoroughfares to be paid for 
by toll charges. This work is intended to 
supplement the $350m. development plan. 
The executive committee of ENCOP will be 
authorised to grant permits for the construc- 
tion of communications giving public access 
to industrial, agricultural or tourist con- 
cessions. The government will pay up to 40 
per cent, of the cost of such construction 
when it is undertaken by a private concern, 
end up to 60 per cent. when the work is done 
by ENCOP local committees, 


East Africa-—The further expansion of 
East Africa's rai!way system in Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanganyika is to be discussed 
in Washington by the East African Com- 
missioner of Transport, Major-General 
W. D. A. Williams. He hopes to negotiate 
for £74m. from. the International Bank for 
development and reconstruction for this pro- 
ject. Several millions more will be spent 
on this scheme this year. A model village 
is being built by East African Railways in 
the estate of Makongeni. The railway archi- 
tect is Mr. C. J. Crowe, LRIBA, PO Box 79, 
Nairobi, Kenya, 

Building sites worth more than £1m. have 
been set aside for commercial premises in 
the Kenya Government’s and Nairobi City 


‘Council’s development scheme for Nairobi 


City Square. The construction of a £m. 
luxury hotel, five office buildings and a 
luxury cinema has begun or is in the planning 
stage. 

Road development in Kenya and_ other 
East African territories is being studied by 
Mr. A. J. Van Dyke, a US road expert, who 
is now investigating the possibility of assist- 
ance by the Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion (FOA) for highway development. 
Kenya has asked FOA for the services of a 
road engineer for two years to study work 
being done by the road research laboratories 
of the public works department. Also re- 
quested is a highway economist to visit 
Kenya for three months to assist officials to 
develop an overall highway scheme on a 
priority basis. . 

The foundation of a new synagogue for the 
Nairobi Hebrew Congregation has been laid 
by the Governor of Kenya. The building 
will cost £17,000. ; . The Schlesinger Organi- 
‘sation of South Africa is to sponsor a num- 
ber of buildings in Nairobi. Nairobi cine- 
mas under the control of the company are 
to be renovated. The Schlesinger Organisation 
also plans to provide a chain of cinemas in 
the African tribal areas. The company is 
also interested in a new commercial centre 
in Nairobi which will cost betweeen £400,000 
and £500,000. Three reservoirs for the 
Mombasa water supply project to hold 18m. 
gallons of water are to be built at Mazeras 
near Mombasa. This project is under the 
supervision of the public works department. 
... This year Nairobi City Council plans 
to build housing for a further 7,000 Africans. 
About £50,000 has been set aside by the coun- 
cil for housing for Africans with a higher 
standard of living than average. Plans are 
now being studied by the government. Afri- 
cans of Nyaniza Province are to have their 
own adult education centre. The foundation 
stone of a new £25,000 centre has been laid 
at Maseno.... The UK has advanced 
£400,000 for the construction of houses for 
Afrieans under the framework of the Swyn- 
nerton Plan for African agriculture. 

Iran.—Iran’s Seven Year Plan Organisation 
and various government departments are 
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working on two sets of plans—one covering 
this year and the other covering the next six 
years. It will probably be some months be- 
fore the long-term plans are approved, but 
an announcement is likely to be made fairly 
soon about a number of projects which the 
government wishes to undertake as rapidly 
as possible. It is generally agreed that Iran 
will have to call on the advice of many 
foreign consultants. 

An increased output of cement is going to 
be one of Persia’s most urgent needs. A 
private group have ordered a factory to be 
built by a Danish concern near Teheran. In 
addition, several other factories will have to 
be set up by state or private enterprise. . . . 
Export Import Bank loans for development 
projects total $53m. 


Iraq.—The Iraq Development Board (after 
considering the report on the power resources 
of Iraq prepared by an American company) 
has now decided to go ahead with the con- 
struction of a 30,000 kw steam plant to be 
powered by the surplus gas from the Kirkuk 
oilfield. Sub-stations and transmission lines 
to serve other important towns in Iraq are 
also under consideration. It is understood 
that the development board will in due course 
invite consultants to submit proposals for the 
work in connection with the above-mentioned 
power plant and distributive schemes. 

The Basra Municipality is also producing 
plans for a five-year scheme involving drain- 
age, fldod control, new roads, bridges and 
town planning. Total expenditure on these 
plans is expected to exceed 4m. Iraqi dollars. 
. . . The veterinary authorities in Iraq are 
hoping to obtain a large grant from the 
development board for the construction of 
a modern slaughter house in Baghdad. 

USA.—A report issued recently by the 
National Citizens’ Commission for the 
Public Schools points out that school 
buildings estimated at $32 billion will be 
required within the next ten years... . 
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Shortly to. be advertised will be.the contract 
for the. building of. the Baltimore. Harbour 
Tunnel, said to cost inthe region of $130m. 
Sponsoring the. project is the Maryland 
State Roads Commission. The-contract will 
in. all probability include dredging of the 
trench tunnel, fabrication.of the tunnel tube 
sections, construction of ventilator shafts at 
each end of the tunnel, and finishing work. 
This contract will later be followed by a 
series of others all dealing with the tunnel. 
The last one will be issued about the end 
of 1956. 


Lester N. Lechter, of Boston, Mass., is 
the architect for a scheme, which envisages 
a $22m. residential development in Norwood 
and Westwood, in the State of Massachu- 
setts. Altogether 600 residences will be built 
for the Norwood Properties Company, of 
Boston. ... Detroit officials are consider- 
ing a $154m. parking programme for the 
city by providing off-street parking facilities 
for approximately 7,500 cars. A survey has 
been made by the New York engineering 
firm of Parsons, Brinckerhoff, Hall and 
Macdonald. The plan calls for building of 
four garages, one of them underground, as 
well as five parking buildings at the Civic 
Centre on Detroit River, a 660-car building 
at the Henry and Edsel Ford Auditorium, 
and other constructions at Convention Hall 
and Exhibits Building. 


A Civic Centre costing about $9m. is to 
be built at New Orleans on a site bounded 
by Poydras, Perdido, Loyola and La Salle- 
streets. Details are obtainable from Gold- 
stein, Parham and Labouisse, 811 Ameri- 
can Bank Buildings, New Orleans, who are 
the architects. ... At Columbus, Ohio, a 
$20m. development scheme is due to com- 
mence very shortly. The scheme includes 
housing, hotel and business premises on a 
140-acre site north of the Ohio State 
University. A five-year programme has 
been set up by the sponsors, University City, 
Inc., and calls for the construction of 2,000 
apartments, as well as a medical centre, 
hotels and office buildings. 


ECONOMIC SURVEY, PORTUGAL 


*“ Portugal: Economic and Commercial 
Conditions in Portugal, with annexes on 
Madeira and the Azores,” by W. W. 
McVittie, a new overseas economic survey 
on conditions in Portugal prepared for the 
Board of Trade, reports that since 1949 the 
United Kingdom, although challenged with 
increasing strength by Germany, has kept 
its position as the principal supplier of 
goods to Portugal. Of the wide variety 
of goods exported from the UK, the most 
important items included machines of all 
kinds, iron and steel manufactures, non- 
ferrous metals and electrical goods and 
apparatus. Regarding the representation in 
Portugal of UK firms the writer says: 
“Choice of agents is highly important where 
a market is of special interest to the manu- 
facturer. There is no substitute for per- 
sonal contact, personal investigation and 
constant following up in the relatively small 
competitive market.” 


The survey gives particulars of the six- 
year plan for the development of Portugal 
and Portuguese overseas territories. It 
emphasises that British suppliers should 
realise that this market is becoming increas- 
ingly competitive. The survey may be 
obtained from HMSO, York House, Kings- 
way, WC2, price 4s. 6d. 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. , 
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Road Bridge Campaign 


Ast OF SCOTLAND local authorities, 

chambers of commerce, the General 
Council of the Scottish Trades Union Con- 
gress, and the Federation of British Industries 
have been invited to send representatives to 
a conference on the Forth-road Bridge to be 
held in Edinburgh on February 11. The 
conference will be asked to pass a resolution 
impressing on the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land the urgency of an immediate starting 
date for building the bridge. 





Glasgow Building Project 


A 14-storey building, estimated to cost 
£900,000, is to be built in Glasgow by Little- 
woods Mail Order Stores, Ltd. The site is 
situated at the corner of Argyle-street and 
Queen-street and the building will incor- 
porate an underground car park with accom- 
modation for 100 cars. 

Planning permission has been granted by 
the Planning Committee of the Corporation, 
subject to the submission and approval of 
detailed plans. 


Reconstruction Work 


RECONSTRUCTION WORK valued at £3m. 
is projected by Scottish Agricultural Indus- 
tries, Ltd., of Leithin, according to their 
recent report. The first part of this pro- 
gramme—the reconstruction of the firm’s 
Abérdeen granary—is already in progress. 
The second large project is the complete 
rebuilding of the Nutrimol Mill in Glasgow 
to operate as the company’s main manufac- 
turing and distributing centre for the West 
and South of Scotland. The third and major 
project is the complete reorganisation of 
their Leith fertiliser manufacturing plant. 
The company has secured ground from the 
Leith Dock Commissioners adjacent to the 
existing works alongside the Imperial and 
Edinburgh Docks, 


Clydeside Quay Rebuilding 


ONE OF THF CLYDE quays near the centre 
of Glasgow is to be reconstructed in view of 
the new £20m. development scheme by 
Colvilles at Motherwell. When the work is 
completed at General Terminus Quay, two 
of the world’s largest ore-carrying vessels 
will be able to unload simultaneously. 

Approval of the plan was given recently 
at a meeting of the .Clyde Navigation 
Trustees. 


Loch Lochy Project 


THE Secretary of State for Scotland has 
confirmed a hydro-electric scheme estimated 
to cost £375,000, which will augment elec- 
tricity supplies in Fort William and district. 
The scheme will make use of the flow of 
water through the Mucomir Cut, an artificial 
channel constructed when the Caledonian 
Canal was built, to take the outflow from 
Loch Lochy not required for the canal. 

Water will be led from the cut by a short 
tunnel to a generating station with a capacity 
of 1,500 kws., to be situated on the north 
bank of the River Lochy. 


Glasgow Tearoom 


THE former city tearoom which Glasgow 
Corporation bought almost four years ago 
for £21,000 as a possible cultural centre is 


THE BUILDER 


to be stripped of its architectural fittings 
specially designed by the famous 
“modernist,” the late Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh, and the property placed on the 
open market for a long-term let. 

The property has remained vacant since 
the purchase was effected. The fittings are 
to be stored, and may, at some future date, 
be incorporated in a museum as a permanent 
memorial to the genius of the artist-designer. 


DSIR Liaison Information Service 


A SCHEME has been introduced in 
Scotland by the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research to make more 
speedily and effectively available to 
industry the results of research and experi- 
ment. It has been accepted that personal 
contact can provide a more effective flow of 
ideas and information than can be achieved 
by  pritited matter, -however excellent. 
Because of this the DSIR has arranged to 
have a liaison information officer available 
once weekly (or more often) at Hillington 
Industrial Estate, near Glasgow. Firms there 
can meet the officer, discuss problems and 
seek remedies. This policy will be extended 
to other industrial estates after the Hilling- 
ton scheme has had time to prove its value. 


Clyde Tunnel Progress 


Tue Ministry of Transport have approved, 
for grant purposes, the appointment by 
Glasgow Corporation of Sir William Hal- 
crow and Partners, as consulting engineers 
for the Whiteinch-Linthouse tunnel scheme, 
and have authorised the corporation to pro- 
ceed with the acquisition of property. 


East Kilbride Houses 


MORE HOUSES were built in East Kilbride 
last year than at any time during*the con- 
struction of the new town, according to Sir 
Patrick Dollan, chairman of East Kilbride 
Development Corporation, who states that 
the total of 1,113 equalled production at 
Aberdeen and was only a few houses short 
of the figures recorded in Paisley and 
Greenock. 

The 1954 figure was 241 higher than that 
in 1953 and brought the number of houses 
built at East Kilbride to 2,608, providing 
accommodation for about 10,000 persons. 
Most of the 1,639 other houses under con- 
struction should be completed this year, 


W. J. BROWN 


vA 5 a & CO. LTD. 
Long. Drive, Greenford, Middlesex 
TELEPHONE : WAX 2253 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES —** 
FFOLLOWwING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s, 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 
Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate 44 hours. 
. 

Ist 25 41 3 

2nd 334 55 0 

3rd 50 82 6 

4th 664 110 0 

5th 75 123 9 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) ” < 50 ba ae 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


end of probationary period) 0 














NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—Plans prepared and approved for Government 
offices at John-st. for the MoW. The architect is 
S. Sim (F), Ministry Offices, George-st., Edinburgh. 

Bannockburn.—Stirlingshire CC is to have plans 
prepared for a junior secondary school, and also for 
additions and alterations at St. Mary’s Catholic 
School. The Council. A is Alexander J. Smith (A), 
Education Offices, Spittal-st., Stirling. 

Bo’ness.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 
of 26 houses at the Maidipark housing development. 
The architect is J. Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston- 
pl., Westend, Edinburgh. ; 

Culross.—TC have agreed to 50 houses_ being 
erected in the Burgh by the Scottish Special Housing 
Association. . 

Dunfermline.—TC Housing Committee have 
approved plans by the Scottish Special Housing Asso- 
ciation for 50 houses on their Aberdour site. 

Glasgow.—Corporation intend to have a prototype 
block of houses incorporating Wilson pebble-faced 
cavity blocks erected at the Castlemilk housing site. 
The A is Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, 
The Trongate, Glasgow Cross. 3 Savile 
‘oGlasgow.—Corporation has received permission to 
proceed with the erection of a senior secondary school 
at Fleurs-ave., Nitsdale-rd., Dumbreck. The City 
Architectural and Planning Department, George-sq., 
Glasgow, has been instructed to proceed with the 
lan, é 
si Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
for the Union Cold Storage Co., Ltd., Weddle House, 
West Smithfield, EC1, have been approved for altera- 
tions and additions at 213 to 223, George-st. 

Glasgow.—Sketch plans have been prepared and 
approved for new police station which is to be 
erected (at an estimated cost of £50,000) at Elmvale- 
st., Springburn, by the City Architectural and Plan- 
ning Department, George-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for new building at their premises 
by John Laird & Son, Ltd., Albion Works, Carstairs- 
st., Bridgeton Cross, Glasgow. , Letts 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for alterations and additions at 
their premises by the Tyre Economy Co., Ltd., 
1531-1537, Paisley-rd. West, Shieldhall, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
Cathcart Laundry Co., Ltd,’s, new building at Cavin- 
ton-st. The architects are John Laird & Son (F&A), 
87, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for Adam 
G. Browe & Co., Ltd., Blythswood-st., for new 
building at Washington-st. The agchitects are Nodd & 
Wallace (A&A), 278, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for three- 
storey block and six terrace houses at Nicol-st. The 
architect is Robert L. Rankine, Master of Works 
Offices, Hamilton-st., Greenock. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for extensions at their engineer- 
ing works by David Adam & Co., Ltd., Captain-st. 
Engineering Works, Greenock. : 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
large extension to their Tollcross Works (designs by 
the firm’s own designers) for Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd.. 
41, Oswald-st., Broomielaw, Glasgow. 

Rothesay.—Plans prepared and approved for recon- 
struction, additions and alterations to the Buteshire 
branch of the Royal Bank of Scotland at the junc- 
tion of Victoria and Tower-sts. The architects ar? 
Gratton & Maclean (F&F), 21, Woodside-ter., Wood- 
lands-rd., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 2 
scheme of houses (320) at thé new housing estate a! 
Airfield, Grangemouth. _The architects are Wilson 
& Wilson, 39, Vicar-la., Falkirk, and J. Cc. Wallace. 
Master of Works Offices, Grangemouth. The Civ! 
entineers are Baptie, Shaw & Morton, 17, Blyths- 
wood-sq., Glasgow. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


How TO OPERATE EXCAVATION EQUIPMENT. 
By Herbert L. Nichols, Jnr. Pp. 150. 
Illustrated. (North Castle Books, USA, 
and Holborn Publishing and Distributing 
Co., London.) Price 25s. 

puis book, which comes from the USA, 

is exactly what its title implies—a 
straightforward guide to the operation of 
earth-moving equipment. It successfully 
avoids most of the pitfalls that commonly 
afflict this type of book. The temptation 
to be facetious is resisted both in the text 
and in the illustrations; the language is 

clear, essential jargon being introduced in a 

way that makes it easy to follow, and a 

glossary is provided at the end. 

The word “operate” is interpreted both 
in the narrow sense of handling the controls 
and in the broader sense of techniques for 
dealing with the various situations and prob- 
lems likely to be encountered by an operator. 
Both are fully dealt with for each class of 
machinery. The author obviously draws on 
long experience both of machines and opera- 
tors, and his views on what they can and 
cannot do are_ generally realistic and 
occasionally, as he admits, conflict with 
manufacturers’ recommendations. He nctes, 
for instance, that no amount of disapproval 
will stop shovel operators from levelling the 
ground ahead of them by “sweeping” it 
with the bucket, but suggests that no opera- 
tor should attempt to do so until he has 
acquired very precise control over the par- 
ticular machine he is driving. 

The book contains many warnings of 
potential dangers and explains how mishaps 
can be avoided by correct driving technique. 
It deals with points such as the handling of 
crawler tractors on slopes, behaviour of 
loaded trucks on turns and gradients, how 
to avoid tangled and kinked drag-line cables 
and how to sort them out when they occur, 
right and wrong methods of loading 
machinery for transport, the dangers of road 
grader operation on ground with rock out- 
crops, and so on. 

In addition to covering the normal range 
of excavators, bull-dozers, scrapers, graders 
and trucks, the book contains sections on 
conveyors, pump dredgers and winches, and 
a full chapter on tractor shovels that will be 
of particular interest to British readers in 
view of the growing popularity of this type 
of equipment. 

Very little is said about machine outputs; 
the only actual figures quoted are for a range 
of shovels, and will be thought by most 
contractors to be based on wishful thinking 
rather than recorded results. There is, how- 
ever, a great deal of sound advice on how 
to get high productivity by correct operating 
techniques, and it is in this continuous 
stream of practical information and advice 
that the greatest value of the book lies. 
Everybody—contractor, operator or on- 
looker—with an interest in earth moving 
should find it interesting and instructive. 

E. U. B. 


TECHNOLOGICAL ADDRESSES 


Copies of the addresses delivered at the 
sixth annual meeting held by the Regional 
Advisory Council for Higher Technological 
Education on July 15 last can now be ob- 
tained, price 2s., from the Council at Tavi- 
stock House South, Tavistock-square, WC1. 
The addresses included “ Training by Indus- 
try for Today’s Needs,” by Mr. P. H. St. 
John Wilson, CBE, and “ The Expanding 
Field of Technical Education,” by Major- 
General C, Lloyd, CB, CBE, TD. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 3. 

*+Ipswich CBC.—14 houses, Chantry estate, and 6 
houses. Maidenhall estate. BE&S, 19, Tower-st. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*+Ipswich CBC.—66 bungalows, Chantry estate 2a. 
BE&S, 19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
March 10. 

FEBRUARY 7. 


*+Cornwall CC.—Secondary school, Trescobeas, Fal- 
mouth. Lyon, Israel & Ellis (A&A), 26, Seymour-st., 
WI. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by March 7, 

*t+East Suffolk CC.—Police house, Little Bealings. 
E. J. Symcox (F), County A, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by March 4. 

*+tHampstead BC.—43 _ flats and 
Springfield-la., NW6. TC. 

*Holland CC.—Additions, Gosberton ESN _ school 
and Kitwood sec. mod. school for girls. M. 
Smith, County A, Boston, Lincs. 

*+Hove BC.—23 old people’s flats and con- 
venience, Sackville-rd. T. R. Humble, BS. Dep. 
£3 3s. Tenders by March 14. 

*+Wilts CC.—Additions, Wilton secondary modern 
school. P. A. Selborne Stringer, Clerk, Trowbridge. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 4. 


FEBRUARY 8. 


*+Leeds Reg. Hosp. Bd.—Extensions to operating 
theatre and alterations to block D, Seacroft Hospital, 
York-rd., Leeds. Architect to the Board, Park-par., 


maisonettes, 


Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by February 28. 
*+Southampton CBC.—School, Thornhill. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £1. Tenders by March 7. 


FEBRUARY 9. 

*t+Heston & Isleworth BC.—Lodge and_ shelter, 
Powdermill-la. cemetery, Twickenham. BE&S, 88, 
Lampton-rd., Hounslow. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
March 7. 

*Portsmouth City C.—Three 
modern school site, Paulsgrove. 
parade. Dep. £1. 


hutted classrooms, 
City A, 1, Western- 
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FEBRUARY II. 

*Bromley EC.—Additions, County Grammar School 
for Girls, Nightingale-la. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Durham County Police Authority.—Pair of police 
houses, Roseberry-rd., Salters-la. estate, Trimdon. 
G. R. Clayton (F), architect, Court-la., Durham. 

*Salford City C.—48 flats and three houses, Moss 
Meadow. City E. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Wembley BC.—Convenience and children’s shelter, 
Monks Park. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Wilts CC.—Additions, Headlands Grammar 
School, Swindon. P. A. Selborne Stringer, Clerk, 
Trowbridge. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 9 


FEBRUARY 14. 

*+Crawley Development Corp.—Extension to exist- 
ing factory. Chief A, Breadfield. 
*York City C.—Six garages, 
Chaloner’s-rd., and 6 houses, Tennent-rd. 
City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £1. 


FEBRUARY 17. 


*Harrow BC.—Dressing accommodation and public 
convenience, The Croft Open Space, Pinner. J. : 
Melville Richards, BE&S, 48, Uxbridge-rd., Stanmore. 
Dep. £2. 

*Malvern UDC.—Conveniences and garages on tour 
sites. C. C. Judson, S & Water E. Dep. £1 Is. each. 


FEBRUARY 18. 

*Howden RDC.—20 houses, Derwent estate. G. L. 
Thompson (F), Clifton-chmbrs., Park-st., Selby. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Sheffield City C.—Newfield sec. mod. sch. for 
boys, off Lees Hall-rd., Norton. J. L. Womersley 
(A), City A. Dep. £2. 


FEBRUARY 19. 
*East Grinstead UDC.—1I2 flatlets, Charlwoods- 
row. B. J. Cornelius, S. Dep. £3 3s. 
*March UDC.—20 houses. Badgeney-rd. 
Pickett, A&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 21. 

*Dover BC.—30 flats, 4 maisonettes, public house, 
etc.. Stembrook, Market-sq. BE, Brook House. 
Maison Dieu-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Exmovth UDC.—Extensions to ladies’ cloakrooms, 
Pavilion, Esplanade. R. J. Humphreys, E&S. Dep. 
2 2s 


Tudor-rd. and 
E. Firth, 


Wes. 


*+Isle of Wight CC.—School. Ventnor. County A. 
Newport, I of W. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by April 7. 

*Taunton BC.—Convenience, Kingston-rd. BE&S, 
St. Paul’s House. 


FEBRUARY 22. 
*Basingstoke BC.—Eight bungalows. Witichester- 
rd. E. Almond (A), Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 25. 
*Leyton BC.—Two shelters, Green Man-gdns., Ley- 
tonstone, Ell. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 28. 
*Hampstead BC.—134 flats, Harben-rd., NW6. TC. 


MARCH 1. 
*Rugby BC.—Six shops and 6 maisonettes, Bilton- 
rd., Buchanan-rd. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 7. 

*East Riding CC.—Ambulance station, Hornsea. 
County A, Beverley. Dep. £2 : 

*Hastings Corpn.—Extension, Hastings sec. mod. 
sch. for girls, Red Lake. BE, 37, Wellington-sq. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*Warrington CBC.—Secondary mod. schs., Orford. 
BS. Dep. £5 5s, 

MARCH. 8. 

*Lindsey CC.—Special day school, Bushfield-rd., 
Scunthorpe. A. R. Clark (A), County A, Lincoln. 

*Lindsey CC.—Infants’ school, Pelham-rd., Imming- 
ham. A. R. Clark (A), County A, Lincoln. 


NO DATE. 


*Wrexham Co-op. Soc., Ltd.—Alterations and ex- 
tensions, central furnishing dept., for Wrexham Co- 
operative Soc., Ltd. Sec., 3, Abbott-st. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING. 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 4. 

*+Southampton CBC.—Improvements to lavatories, 
St. Deny’s junior and infants’ school. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £1. 

FEBRUARY 7. 

*Coventry Corpn.—City E. (Materials.) 

FEBRUARY 9. 

*Southall BC.—External painting of 278 dwellings. 

BE&S. 
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FEBRUARY il. 


Southport TC.—Redecoration at the Law Courts. 
Boro’ A, 99-105, Lord-st. Dep. £1 Is. 


FEBRUARY 12. 
Ashford (Kent) UDC.—S. (Materials). 


City of Manchester EC.—Composition tile floor for 
College of Technology. Chief E & Works Superin- 
tendent, College of Technology, Sackville-st., Man- 
chester, 1. 


*Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—Dining room furniture 
for certain schools. Director of Education, Sleaford. 


FEBRUARY 14. 

Barnsley CBC.—BE&S (Materials). 

*+Cornwall CC.—Heating and electrical services, 
proposed County sec. sch,, Trescobeas, Falmouth. 
E. D. Lyons, L. Israel and T. B. H. Ellis, architects, 
26, Seymour-st., London, W1.. Tenders by March 14. 

Cowes (loW) UDC.—Council’s S, Northwood 
House (Materials). . 

*Esher UDC.—Baths, sinks, tube and fittings, etc., 
for 80 dwellings. E&S. |* 

*Great Yarmouth CBC,—Improvements 
houses. Housing Manager, 11, Hall Quay. 

King’s Lynn BC.—BE (Materials). 

Lowestoft BC.—BE&S (Materials). 


Thingoe.—Repainting of 137 ¢duncil houses on 11 
sites. Clerk of C, Northgate%t., Bury St. Edmunds. 


FEBRUARY” 15. 


*Brighton CBC.—Heating installation, Whitehawk 
sec. mod. sch. BE&S, 26/30, King’s-rd. Dep. £1 Is. 

*Brighton’ CBC.—Interior decoration and minor 
alterations, Whitehawk sec. mod. sch. BE&S, 26/30, 
King’s-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Walsall CBC.—Dormitory and 
modation, Beacon School, Lichfield. 
shon. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 17. 
*Brentford and Chiswick BC.—T.C. 


, FEBRUARY 18. 
Chislehurst and Sidcup UDC.—E&S (Materials). 


FEBRUARY 19. 
Macclesfield BC.—BE (Materials). 


Northumberland CC.—County S. Newcastle upon 
Tyne (Materials). 


to 48 


lavatory accom- 
M. E. Haber- 


(Materials.) 


FEBRUARY 21. 
*Bootle CBC.—Roof “rae floor tiling and plaster- 


ing to 56 dwellings. BS. os 
Jarrow BC:—BE (Materials). 


*Littlehampton UDC.—Furniture and equipment, 
public library, Maltravers-rd. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 28. 


Heston & Isleworth BC.—Additions to sanitary 
accommodation, Grove-rd. inf. sch., Hounslow. 
BS, 88. Lampton-rd., Hounslow. Dep. £2 2s. 


*t+York City C.—Work in connection with mainten- 
ance of school buildings. E. Firth (F), City A, 8. 
St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £1. 


NO DATE. 


Jarrow BE.—BC. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 9. ; 
ee Bay BC.—Road surface dressing works. 


FEBRUARY 11. 

Barnack RDC.—Water supply to Thornhaugh and 
Wiltening. Pick. Everard, Keay. and Gimson, 6, 
Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 

Bromley BC.—Tar dressing of dbout 10,000 sq. 
yds. of roads. BE. } 


FEBRUARY 14. 
Barnes BC.—Surface ‘dressing of 90,000 sq. yds. 
of carriageway. BE&S. 
Dartford BC.—Sewerage 
neighbourhood unit, site 7; 
TC. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 15. 
Loxden and Winstree RDC.—West Bergholt 
sewerage and sewage disposal. Elliott and Brown, 
Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s. 


_. FEBRUARY 16. 
Hastings CBC.—Sewerage at St.. Helen’s Down 
and St. Helén’s Park-rd. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 18. 


Luton RDC.—RC ‘service reservoir of about 
130,000 gal. capacity, about 8,500 yds. water mains, 
etc. Sir Arnold Waters, MICE, 25, Temple-row, 
Birmingham, 2. Dep. £5 5s... 


FEBRUARY: 22. 


Harborough RDC.—Water supply to 
Laughton, ‘Gumley, '  Theddingworth, 


works, Temple Hill 
and Joydens wood-rd. 


Market 
Mowsley, 
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Husbands Bosworth and North Kilworth. Pick, 
Everard Keay and Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. 
Dep. £5 5s. 
FEBRUARY 24. 
Birkenhead CBC.—1,200 lin. yds. of sewers at 
Thingwall, Birkenhead. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 14. 


Wexford CC (Republic of Ireland).—Reinforced 
concrete bridge. Sec., Wexford CC. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Battersea.—FLats.—Plans prepared by Boro’ A for 
the erection of 56 flats in one seven-storey block on 
a site in Latchmere-st. are recommended for BC’s 
approval by Hsg. Com. 

Bermondsey.—APPOINTMENT.—IP Com. recommend 
the appointment of Messrs. W. G. Edwards & A. 
Avery Hall, 9-10, Blackfriars-rd., SE1, as QS for erec- 
tion of garages on the Creasy Estate Extension. 

Bermondsey.—Loan SANCTION.—MH and LG have 
approved borrowing by BC of £35,100 towards the 
erection of 16 dwellings on the Silwood-st. site. 

City.—Orrick&s.—Working drawings are being pre- 
pared for the erection of an office block in Falcon- 
ct., Fleet-st., by Ansell & Bailey, PP.FRIBA, 12, 
Gray’s Inn-sq., WC1; also for the proposed erection 
of offices on a site in Austin Friars, EC2, the second 
at an estimated cost of about £150,000. QS for the 
schémes are John Leaning & Son, 28, John-st., WC1. 

Croydon.—Houses.—By-law and TP approval given 
to proposals by Sargent & Co., 55, Jasmine-gr., 
Penge, SE20, for the erection of five houses on the 
site of Nos. 13-25, Rockmount-rd., Upper Norwood. 

Croydon.—HousinG.—The erection of 10 houses 
and garages on land between 454 and 464, Wickham- 
rd., Shirley, proposed by J. G. Cronk (Streatham), 
Ltd., 407a, Brighton-rd., South Croydon, has been 
given by-law and TP approval. 

Croydon.—BuNGALOwS,—Proposals by Bennett, 
Worskett & Bennett, 90, Belsize-la., Hampstead, for 
the erection of 12 bungalows at Inwood-cl. and seven 
bungalows at Wickham-rd., Shirley,s,have been given 
by-law and TP consent. 

Croydon.—SHoPs AND MaAISONETTES.—By-law and 
TP approval given to proposals by R. Mountford 
Pigott & Ptnrs., 3, Cromwell-pl., SW7, for the 
erection of 14 shops with maisonettes over on a site 
in*Central-par., Lodge-la., Addington. 

Croydon.—Houses.—The erection of five houses on 
plots 1;,.2, 3, 4 and 5, Violet-la., Waddon, proposed 
by Sagos Builders, Ltd., 28-30, High-st., Merton, 
SWI19, has been given by-law and TP consent. 

Croydon.—BUNGALOWS.—Proposals by Glenholm, 
Ltd., 286, Portland-rd., South Norwoed, for the 
erection of three bungalows at the rear of their 
premises has been given TP permission. 

Croydon.—Houses.—The erection of 28 houses in 
Featherbed-la., Addington, proposed by Camberwood 
Properties, Lt¢., and Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, London- 
rd.,*Norbury, has been given by-law and TP approval. 

Croydon.—PLANNING Proposats.—TP permission 
has been given to proposals by Corpn. for the erection 
of 69 flats and nine houses at Canterbury-rd., 
Stdanley-rd. and York-rd., West Thornton; three 
housgsan the site of Nos. 14-22, Leslie-gr., Addis- 
combe; and 96 lock-up garages at Redstart-cl., 
Kennelwood-cl., Netley-cl. and Calley Down-cres., 
Addington. 

ackney.—MAISONETTES AND FLats.—BC _ are 
recommended to approve of the development of one 
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block of dwellings on a site in Ferron-rd. providing 
two maisonettes and 14 flats at a total estimated cost 
of £37,050, including the cost of site acquisition. The 
plans were prepared by E. M. Joseph, FRIBA, 10 
Lowndes-sq., SW1. 

Hackney.—FLats.—Proposals have been made by 
TP Com. for the erection of 12 flats on the site of 
Nos. 22-38 (even), Glenarm-rd. at an estimated cost 
of £27,750; also for the erection of 12 flats in a 
similar scheme at Nos. 111-125 (odd), Glenarm-rd. at 
an estimated cost of £27,550, to be let in the same 
contract, at a total estimated cost of £55,300. Plan: 
prepared by BE. 

Holborn.—Orrices.—Plans are being prepared by; 
Ansell & Bailey, PP.FRIBA, 12,, Gray’s Inn-sq.., 
WC1, for the erection of a block of offices at th 
corner of Ely-pl. and Charterhouse-st. QS for. the 
scheme are John Leaning & Son, 28, John-st., WC1 
and the estimated cost of the scheme is about £70,000 


Islington.—PusLiIc-HOUSE.—MH and LG approva 
has been given to proposals by Whitbread & Co. 
Ltd., Chiswell-st., EC1, for the erection of a PH 
called the ‘* Independent Beerhouse” on a site on 
the Bingfield-st. frontage of Naish-ct. 

Islington. — DEVELOPMENT. — MBC propose the 
acquisition of the site of St. Matthew’s Church an 
Nos. 231-255 (odd), Essex-rd. for the erection of 79% 
dwellings, included in the 1955 programme. 
addington.—Civic CENTRE SiTeE.—-Gen.. Purpose: 
Com. recommend that negotiations ‘be carried. ou: 
on behalf of MBC for the isition of the Church 
Commissioners’ freehold interest in the property com 
prising an area of approximately 3 acres bounded or 
the north by Porchester-sq., on the east by Porchester- 
ter. North, on the south by Bishop’s Bridge-rd., anc 
on the west by Porchester-rd., for the eventual 
erection of a new civic centre. tus : 

St..’: Marylebone.—OrrFices.—A scheme for «th: 
erection of offices on the sites of Nos. 7 and 9, 
Portland-pl. is being carried out by Ansell & Bailey 
PP.FRIBA, 12, Gray’s Inn-sq., WCl. The estimated 
cost of the scheme is £100,000, and quantities are 
being prepared by John Leaning. & Son, 28, Johnzst., 
WCl1. The contractors are Higgs & Hill. 7" 

Uxbridge. — ScHoot Extension. — Middlesex CC 
recommended to approve the erection of an instal- 
ment of the extensions to Uxbridge, Ickenham. 
Breakspear Primary School at an estimated cost of 
£10,305. 

Middlesex. — EpucaTionaL BuiLpDING. — CC are 
recommended to approve revised proposals for the 
erection of St. Gregory’s RC Primary School at 
Ealing; Breakspear Primary School in North-West 
Middlesex; and Glebe JM and I Primary School. 

Westminster.—Orricrs.—The erection of offices om 
a site in Conduit-st. is proposed by Ansell & Bailey, 
PP.FRIBA, 12, Gray’s Inn-sq., WCl. QS for the 
scheme are John Leaning & Son, 28, John-st., WC1. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alfreton.—UDC propose erection of “40 Gregory- 
type flats on Pease-cl. housing site, £49,211 est. 
Aspull.—UDC received allocation 20 houses for 


* 1955 programme. 


Barnard Castle.—RDC to build-80 more houses to 
be allocated between Cockfields, Evenwood and 
Etherley. A. J. Lawton, Galgate. 

Bedlington.—E. V. Tweedy, 84, St. Mary’s Field. 
Morpeth, plan erection of new inn at Stead-la. 

Birkenhead.—Boro’ A to prepare plans for improve- 
ments and extensions at Laird-st. Depot. To invite 
new tenders for reinstatement of war damage at 
Slatey-rd. Police Station and Price-st. Mortuary. 


Birmingham.—House Building Com. approved 
placing of contract for three six-storey blocks of flats 
at Jiggins-la., Bartley Green, to contain total of 105 
dwellings. 

Bishop Auckland.—UDC received allocation 110 
houses for this year, also to build 12 aged people’s 
houses with flats above. Plans by S. J. Ford. 

Blackburn.—TC propose extensions to public library, 
museum and art gallery. Private architect to be 
engaged. 

Blaydon-on-Tyne. — UDC received approval to 
build 50 houses at Winlaton and 40 at. Rowlands 
Gill, total cost £113,618. Plans by S. 

Bury.—TC received allocation 160 houses for erec- 
tion in 1955. 

Buxton.—TC approved plans, extensions to garage, 
workshop and erection of car saleroom at London-rd. 
Garage for West; petrol service station, show- 
rooms, stores at Cote Heath, London-road, for Mortin 
Bros. (Motors), Ltd. 

Carlisle—Metal Box Co., 
London, WI, negotiating for site 23 acres at 
Botcherby for erection of factory, cost £700,000. 
Scheme will take about 18 months to carry out. 

Carlisle.—City C recommended to include £10,000 
in estimates for first instalment of proposed com- 
munity centre at Harraby.—Additions, cost £63,000 
planned at Carlisle and County Girls’ High School. 


Ltd., _Portland-pl., 


City E, L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st. 
Castleford.—Carters Knottingley Breweries, Ltd., 
propose erection of new hotel at Fryston. Archi- 


tects, Samuel Jackson & Son, Ocean-chbrs., 32-34. 


Piccadilly, Bradford. 


Cheshire.—CC to invite tenders shortly for Ought- 
rington Hall County Grammar Sch., Lymm. Plans 
by County A. : . 

Chester.—RDC propose 22 houses and 4 flats at 
Christleton. Architect, T. C. R. Eaton, ARIBA, 16, 
Whitefriars, Chester. 





Janua 


Cover 
Coventr 
Approve 
sery, mi 
la.—Pro 
Farm ¢ 
nursery 

Crook 
of 55 h 
at Willi 

Cumt 
Cockerr 
Workin; 
posed a 
Haugha 

Cumt 
of libra! 


commor 
prepare 
Lanes 
gramme 
Sec. M 
Sch., £ 
£93 500 
tion: V 
tations 
Auths. 
progran 
three-fe 
comme! 
progran 
Leeds 
storey 
Infirma 
Parish 
Leeds. | 
Westfie! 
Leeds 
in The 
10-year 
will hav 
Leeds 
in Wes 
manufa 
six Stor 
hoped 
1957. 
and Ge 
contrac 
Liver 
clinic a 
Speke.- 
pose et 
by owt 
Blooms 
Ltd., 1] 
despate 
49, Re 
Ltd., £ 
st. A 
Liverpe 
Man 
sion te 
Archite 
Manc 
structic 
offices 
tects, ] 
chester 
Exchar 
mixing 
rear O 
Wharf, 
Mid 
coveres 
Archit 
Manch 
Mid 
childre 
Mid 
hall an 
PC. 
Albert. 
New 
Forest 
New 
> t 
or pe 
Recha 
St. 
New 
purcha 


8 1955 


providing 
mated cost 
tion. The 
RIBA, 10, 


made by 
the site of 
nated cost 
flats in a 
arm-rd. at 
the same 
00. Plan: 


epared by 
s Inn-sq., 
ces at the 
S for: the 
-st., WCl 
ut £70,000 
 approva 
d & Co. 
of a PH 
a site on 


pose the 
hurch anc 
tion of 7% 


Purpose: 
atried. our 
he Church 
erty com 
munded on 
orchester- 
e-rd., anc 

eventual 

for the 
7 and. 9, 

& Bailey, 
estimated 
Ntities are 
, Johnsst., 


lesex CC 
an instal- 
Ickenham. 
d cost of 


-CC are 
s for the 
School at 
lorth-West 
hool. 

Offices on 
& Bailey, 
S for the 
t, . WET. 


Gregory- 
est. 
ouses for 


houses to 
ood and 


y’s Field. 
ad-la. 

- improve- 
To invite 
amage at 
ortuary. 
approved 
ks of flats 
al of 105 


ation 110 
A people’s 


ic library, 
ct to be 


roval to 
Rowlands 


for erec- 


O garage, 
ondon-rd. 
on, show- 
or Mortin 


ttland-pl., 
acres at 


out. 
> £10,000 


rr Ought- 
1. Plans 


| flats at 
IBA, 16, 





January 28 1955 


Coventry.—TC appointed Mr. J. E. C. Powell, 
Coventry, as QS for proposed retail market.— 
Approved sketch plans for erection of new day nur- 
sery, maternity and child welfare centre at Aldermoor- 
la.—Propose erection of aged persons’ home at Halls 
Farm estate, £35,000 est.—Approved new residential 
nursery for 30 children at Humphrey Burton-rd. site. 

me and Willington—UDC approved building 

f 55 houses at Crook and four shops and 12 flats 

at Willington. Plans by S, Council offices, Crook. 

** Cumberland.—EC plan erection of new school at 
Cockermouth, cost £194,000, and extensions to 
Workington College of FE.—Temporary school pro- 
posed at Whitehayen Valley, £20, — County A, J. H. 
Haughan, 15, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Cumberland.—CC to spend £12,000 on provision 
of library in Lawson-st., Maryport. County A, J. H. 
Haughan, 15, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Darlington.—TC to build library at Harrowgate 
Hill. A. E. Tornbohm, BE. 

Darlington.—Dev. Com. granted outline applica- 
tion for building of shops, offices and flats on 160 
acres, Mowden Estate. 

Daventry.—TC approved plans for new factory at 
London-rd. for Kneller Instrument and Tools, Ltd., 
Caldecot-rd., Rugby. 

Felling (Co. | aS —Grand Cinema, Ltd., 
Pelaw, propose cinema with 800-1,000 seats on Leam- 
la. housing unit.—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., New- 
castle, and J. Calder and Co. (Brewers), Ltd., Pil- 
grim-st., Newcastle, propose public-houses in town 
centre and on Leam-la. housing estate. —UDC pro- 
pose building shops under its development pro- 
er. imme by direct labour.—Ravenseft Properties, Ltd., 

Charles-st., Berkeley-sq., London, WI, to begin 
a ‘rk in May or June on erection of shopping centre 
at Leam-la. Company’s A, Fewster and Ptnrs., 22, 
Conduit-st., London, WI. 

Flintshire—EC propose new hall, stage and class- 
room at Sealand Cty. Prim. Sch., £10,000 est. 

Lanes.x—CC propose new lecture hall and joint 
common room at Hutton, £10,031 est. County A to 
prepare plans. 

ianes.—EC to include following in 1955 pro- 
gramme:—Extensions to Dalton in Furness Dowdales 
= Mod. Sch., £25,000 est.; Garstang Sec. Mod. 

£93,500 est.; and Skelmersdale Sec. Mod. Sch., 
£53 “500 est..—Following projects for further educa- 
tion: Worsley Tech. College, £52,500 est.; and adap- 
tations to Leigh Technical College, £25, 500 est. RC 
Auths. to bring following —- forward to 1955-56 
programme: increase size of Ormskirk ‘RC Sch. to 
three-form entry, £31,185 est.; C of E. Auths. to 
commence Cark-in-Cartmel C of E Sch. in 1955-56 
programme, £94,000 est. 

Leeds.—United Leeds Hosp. Board propose five- 
storey extension to out-patients’ wing at General 
Infirmary, £175,000 est. Architects, Kitson, Ledgard, 
Parish and Pyman, Lloyds Bank-chbr., Vicar-la., 
Leeds. TC approved in principle erection of library at 
Westfield Estate. 

Leeds.—Schofields (Leeds), Ltd., department store 
in The Headrow will be completely rebuilt under 
10-year development plan. When completed, store 
will have new basement and three new floors. 

Leeds.—Work to start on new head office building 
in Westgate for. Brotherton & Co., Ltd., chemical 
manufacturers. Building, est. cost £335,000, will have 
six storeys above ground level and basement. ‘It ‘is 
hoped to have building completed by January 1, 
1957. A, Victor Bain, FRIBA, 3, Queen-sq., Leeds, 
and George Wimpey & Co:, Ltd. :, appointed -gerieral 
contractors. 

Liverpool.—TC propose maternity and child welfare 
clinic at Dam Wood-rd., Parade-cres. and -South-par., 
Speke.—Co-op Permanent Buildng Society, Ltd., pro- 
pose erection of office building at 75, Dale-st. Plans 
by own architects’ department, New Oxford ‘House, 
Bloomsbury-way,. WC1.—W. and ‘Jacob..& Co., 
Ltd., Long-la., Fazakerley, ~~ new office aid 
despatch building. Architects, Ormrod and: Banister, 
49, Rodney-st., Liverpool. —Threlfalls Brewery ‘Co:, 
Ltd , propose erection of transport depot at Naylor- 
st. Architects, Medcalf ‘and Medcalf, 3, ,Stanley-st., 
Liverpool. 

Manchester.—J. Cohen proposes two-storey exten- 
sion to Marine. Stores at 107, .Fairfield-st., Ardwick. 
Architects, W. T. Gunson & Son, 10, Marsden-st., 
MancheSter, 2.—Martins Bank, Ltd., propose recon- 
struction and extension of war-damaged bank and 
offices at 25-31, Cheetham Hill-rd., Cheetham. Archi- 
tects, Harry S. Fairhurst & Son, 55, Brown- st., Man- 
chester.—Hilton Gravel Co., Lt d., 480, Royal 
Exchange-bldgs., propose erection of ‘office, concrete 
mixing plant on site of Staffordshire Warehouse at 
rear of buildings bounded by Liverpool-rd., Potato 
Wharf, Rice-st. and Duke-pl., Manchester, 3. 

Middleton.—BC approved plans for laboratories and 

covered car park at Rhodes Works for Geigy, Ltd. 
Architect, Benjamin Waterhouse, 134, Deansgate, 
Manchester. 


Middlesbrough.—TC propose to erect number of 
children’s homes. Plans by BE, J. Kenyon. 

Middlesbrough.—It is proposed to erect church 
hall and vicarage near Lodore-gr. for Acklam Church 
PC. A, Garbutt. Archibald and Archibald, 23, 
Albert-rd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Public library to be built at 
Forest Hall. Plans by County A, County Hall. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne.—James Deuchar. Ltd., Eldon- 
sqg., to apply to Licensing Justices on February 8 
for permission to erect new ‘‘ Lochside Inn’”’ in 
Rechall-dr. A, Marshall and Tweedy, 36, Blackett- 
St. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C to seek compulsory 
Purchase order relating to 15 streets in Scotswood- 
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rd. and Noble-st. area to be cleared under C’s slum 
clearance programme. City A. G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth 
Market. 

North Riding.—EC to proceed with erection of day 
special school at South Bank, Middlesbrough. Plans by 


County A, County Hall, Northallerton. 
North Shields.—W. Reid and Co., Ltd., 
brewers, Newcastle-on-Tyne, to apply to Licensing 


Justices next month for permission to convert former 
vicarage in Mes ae ae rd., Percy Main, into licensed 
premises. F. R. N. Haswell and Son, 77, Tyne- 


st. 

Oldbury.—TC approved plans for new Prim. and 
Inf. Sch. at Brennand-rd., Quinton.—Received alloca- 
tion 200 houses for erection in 1955.—Approved in 
principle Jayout' for Whiteheath estate providing for 
1,067 dwellings, shopping centre and two schools. 

Oldham.—BC approved plans for single-storey fac- 
tory at rear of Manchester- ~. ns for Smith 
and Nephew (Manchester), 

Preston.—BS to prepare —_ “for erection of crema- 
torium. 

ne Regis.—TC received allocation 100 houses 
for o. 

reid: —UDC to start with building of 27 
houses by contract. Plans by S. T. Charlton. 

Scarborough.—TC propose erection of new crema- 
torium at Woodlands Cemetery in 1955 programme, 
£36,175 est. 

Seghill (Northumberland).—James Deuchar. Ltd., 
Eldon-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose new licensed 
premises to be known ‘“ Blakes Arms ’”’ in Station- 
rd. A, Marshall and Tweedy, 36, Blackett-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hosp. Board propose extensions to 
laboratory at St. Helens Hosp.; provision of_ staff 
accommodation at Ashburton Maternity Home; 
physiotherapy and outpatients’ department at Alford 
and District War Mem. Hosp.; extensions to dis- 
pensary at Leicester Gen. Hosp. 

Smethwick.—TC approved plans for new office 
— at Corbett-st. for Scribbans Kemp (Bakeries), 


Ltd 

South Shields.—Additions proposed to Town Hall, 
cost £98,000, but no detailed plans yet prepared. 
BE, John Reid. 

Stafford.—Charles Clarke & Sons, Ltd., Chapel Ash, 
Wolverhampton, propose new garages and works. 
Architects, Harry W. Weedon & Ptnrs., 45-47, 
Calthorpe-rd., Hivminghen, 15. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., 
Haymarket, Newcastle-on-Tyne, seek sanction of 
a Justices to build new inn at South Stan- 

A, P. L. Browne,: Son and Harding, Pearl 
Buildines, Northumberland-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Stretford.—BC ‘approved revised plans for new 
crematorium at Carrington-la., Sale, £47,500 est. 

Sunderland.—EC to ‘extend oe cliriic in 
Vilette-rd. Plans by Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop. 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC approved a by S for erec- 
tion of community hall and branch library at Falcon 
Lodge ‘estate. 

Tow Law (Co. Durham).—North-Eastern Hsg. 
Assoc., © Metrovick House, Northumberland-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect 42 houses at Dan’s 
Castle. Tow Law. Negotiations proceeding — for 
acquisition of land. 

Tynemouth.—TC_ been allocated 200 houses for 
1955. Plans by BE, 16, Northumberland-sq., North 
Shields. 

Werreth (near Oldham).—Platt Bros. propose re- 
construction of their Hartford Works, £750,000 est. 

Whitby.—RDC to consider ‘provision of shopping 
facilities at Staithes. : 

Wigan.—TC to erect 210 dwellings this year. Plans 
by: BE. 

Wrexham.—TC seek ‘loan £113,920 for erection of 
Guildhall. 
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Alfreton.—Houses at Pease-cl. site, for UDC: (16) 
*H. S. Bye, Ltd., Kilburn, and *H. E. Bowring, 
Somercotes; (14) *J. & K. P. Haigh, £14,966. 

Bangor.—16 houses at Maesgirchen, for TC: *E. 
Jones, Bangor, £23,535. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—140 dwellings at Abbotsmead 
Estate, for BC: *Direct labour (extensions to contract). 
Extensions to central library: *Direct labour, £11,037. 

Birmingham.—Following houses for TC at Rubery 
Farm and Dowry Farm sites: (160) *Geo. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., London, £234,957; 96 houses at Bristol-rd. 
South: *C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., Birmingham, £145,800; 
99 houses and a doctor’s house at Egghill-la.: *A. 
Langley, Birmingham, £147,322. 

Pas gy oe houses, for Amesbury (Wilts) RDC: 

J. Dunning & Sons, Ltd., £14,730. 

“pledge eeeonelban and adaptations to ‘* Gorse 
Hill ’’ to form résidential home for aged persons, for 
BC: *Holgate Bros., Ltd., Field Top Saw Mills, 
Fence, £13,850. 

Carlisle.—10 houses in Beaver-rd.: 
Ltd., Lowther-st., Carlisle. 

Cheadle and Gatley.—105 dwellings at Orrishmere 
Farm Estate, for UDC: *Vessey, Ltd., Stockport-rd., 


*A. S. Nixon, 


Marple. 

Chester-le-Street.—81 houses at Scorers-la., Lumley, 
for the RDC. F. Bowman, Housing A, Estate Office, 
Birtley: *Direct labour. 


Conway.—Adaptations to ‘‘ Oakwood Park” to 
provide accommodation for mental defectives, for 
Welsh Regional Hospital Board: *J. W. Owen & 
Hughes (1947), Ltd., Deganwy, £45,000 (approx.). 

Dewsbury.—110 houses at Overthorpe Estate, for 
BC: *Harlow & Milner, Ltd., Warren-yard, Warren- 
gate, Dewsbury, £138,534. 

Droylesden.—60 flats at 
UDC: *Wm. Chappell 
Chappell-rd., Droylsden. 

Durham.—Infants’ school at South Stanley, for CC. 
County A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham: 
*William Leech, Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £34,650. 

Ellesmere Port. —Stage 1 of new factory, for Cabot 
Carbon, Ltd.:*John Laing & Son, Ltd., London. 

Felling.—Bottle recovery warehouse at Brandling- 
park: *Gill & Nicholson, Ltd., Saville-row, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Gateshead.—23 houses at Fountain View, for the 
TC. Boro’ E., G..F. Winters: *W. D. & R. Allison 
& Sons, Whitburn, Co. Durham, £29,130. 

Glasgow.—Protestant ‘primary schdol (site No. 3) at 
Balarnock housing scheme. John Macnab (F), Council 
A, Education Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow. *Brown, 
Frazer & Co., Ltd., Durward-ave., Dinmont-rd., 
Glasgow, £110,766. 

Glasgow.—Seven-storey, building at 98 to 104, West 
Nile-st. for John Menzies & Co., Ltd. (wholesale 
stationers, etc., of Edinburgh): *R & J. M. Hill, 
Brown & Co., 41, West George-st., Blythswood, 
Glasgow. 

Guisborough.—56 houses at Lazenby, for the UDC. 
S, A. T. Pallister: *Tarslag, Ltd., Bowesfield-la., 
Stockton-on-Tees. ; 

Hampstead.—Seven houses, Kemplay-rd. housing 
scheme: *S. Varney & Co., Ltd., £13,670. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.— Block of ‘shops, for the UDC. 
S, R. C. Bestow: *Direct labour. 

fran go eee houses at 
*Direct labour, £79,118 

Kendal.—New office ‘building for Provincial Insur- 
ance Co., Ltd.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston- 
rd., Carlisle. 

Knutsford.—Dwellings at Shaw Heath, for UDC: 


Gloucester-rd. site, for 
& Sons (Builders), Ltd., 


Shiney-row. 


24 flats, *Kemps (Contractors), Ltd., Althincham, 
£28.470; 28 houses, *P. Bracegirdle, Glaze Estate, 
Cadishead, Irlam, £35,130; 44 houses, *Hankinson 


(Northwich), Led., Northwich, Cheshire, £54,353. 

Leamington Spa.—Extensions to factory at Tach- 
brook-rd., for Lockheed Hydraulic Brake Co., Ltd.: 
*Turiff. Construction Co. -»’ Ltd., Budbrooke-rd., 
Warwick. 

LCC.—Pelham School, Wandsworth: *Gee, Walker 
and Slater, Ltd., £196,476. Blocks Nos. 34-40 of flats 
and maisonettes and other work at Quadrant estate, 
Islington: *W. J. Simms, Sons and Cooke, Ltd., 
Westminster, £161,579. 


(London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts over 
£1,000 in value:— 

Hants: Installation ‘of thermostatic controls for 
centralised steam heating, Norris Warming Co., Ltd., 
18, Hampshire-terr., Portsmouth. ‘ 


{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry ‘of 
Works for week ended January 8:— 

London: Hythe House, 53, Brook .Green-rd., W6, 
occupational services, Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Bentley 
House, 225, Streatham High-rd., SWI16; Parkwood 
House, Soho-sq. co: Wes internal decoration, South 
London Decorators, Ltd., 9, Streatham High-rd., SW16. 
Bedfordshire: Thurleigh Airfield, NAD Stage 3, addi- 
tional work, John Laing & Son, Ltd., Bunns-la., 
NW7. Cornwall: Trevol Admiralty Housing Site, erec- 
tion of. 21 offices’ houses .and 40 ratings’ houses, 
Aubrey Long, ‘‘ Auburndale,’’ Uplands-ter., Torpoint, 


Cornwall. Essex: Tilbury (Grays), erection of T. ex- 
change, Richard Costain, Ltd., 111, Westminster 
Bridge-rd., SE1. Nottinghamshire: ROF Ranskill, 


project No. -8, new extension and rehabilitation work, 
John Laing & Son, Ltd., Bunns-la.. NW7. ‘Stafford- 
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shire: ROF Swynnerton, erection of new range build- 
ing and site works, G. 4 Poole, Ltd., 37, Liverpool- 
Wa hire: Stonehenge, erec- 


rd., Newcastle, Staffs. 
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THIS interests YOU 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


has branches at 


BERWICK-UPON-TWEED 
DURHAM : HEXHAM : MORPETH 
NEWCASTLE- UPON -TYNE 
TYNEMOUTH 


This organisation offers unrivalled and 
expert services, including an advantageous 
Insurance Scheme. 


INCLUSIVE SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 per annum 


ALL ALLIED TRADES WELCOMED 





Phone or write to: 
The Northern Area Secretary 
123/125 Clayton Street 


NEWCASTLE - UPON -TYNE 
Tel.: 20353 







THE BUILDER 


tion of new public lavatories, A. J. Dunning & Sons 
(Weyhill), Ltd., nr. Andover, Hants. Middlesex: 
Faggs-rd., Feltham, construction of national ship, 
hydredynamic laboratory, Sir Robert McAlpine & 
Sons, Ltd., 80, Park-la., London: Ealing PO 
garage, Matlock-la., W5, alterations and adaptations, 

& F. Doughty, Ltd., 119, High-st., Teddington, 
Miade. Cheshire: Post Office, Ellesmere Port, exten- 
sion to sorting office, R. Costain & Sons (Liverpool), 
Ltd.,. Barlows-la., Fazakerley, Liverpool, 9. Derby- 
shire: Court Restaurant, Beetwell-st., Chesterfield, 
adaptations, Hugh Cox ’& Sons s, Ltd., Fletcher-st., 
Heanor, Derbyshire. Gloucestershire: Chalks Hill, 
Redfield, Bristol, erection of te enty branch post 
office, Lee Beesley & Co., Ltd., Twyver Works, Mill- 
brook-st., Gloucester. Hertfordshire: Building Re- 
search Station, Garston, nr. Watford, alterations to 
carpenter’s shop, Payne Bros. (Leavesden), Ltd., 
Watford, Herts. Lanarkshire: MoW, 3, Charles-st., 
Springburn, Glasgow, adaptations, Thos. Stewart, 
Ltd., 24, Lochleven-rd., Glasgow, S2. Warwickshire: 
Essex-st:, Birmingham, erection of temporary sorting 
office, James Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., Spring Vale, Edg- 
baston, Birmingham, 15. 

GLondon (War Dept.).—Contracts greet by War 
Department for week ended January 15:— 

Berkshire: Building work, Liddelow, Ltd., Wembley. 
Brecknock: Building work, T. F. Howells, Ltd., 
Caerphilly. Cumberland: Painting, Reid Bros., Car- 
lisle. Glamorgan: Fencing, Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss, 
Ltd., Wolverhampton. Hampshire; Painting, Arnold 
Sharrocks, Ltd., Ash, nr. Aldershot. Lancashire: 
Roadwork, J. . Bradley, Farnworth. Somerset: 
Roadwork, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., Exeter. Surrey: 
Building work, James (Builders), Ltd., Slough; Paint- 
ing and decorating, Harold G. Oates, Ltd., Bradford. 
Warwickshire: Roadwork, Norman W. Dunn & Co., 
Ltd., Warwick. Worcestershire: Hutting, Coleman 
& Tyas, Ltd., Bidford-on-Avon. 

Manchester.—60 houses for Prison Commissioners 
at Queen’s-rd: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Brook- 
st., Knutsford. 

iddleton.—30 aged persons’ bungalows, for BC: 
ickup, Middleton, £37,825. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Shops, storerooms, etc., in 


Wéest-rd. and Broadwood-rd., for Newcastle Co-op. 
Society: *Society’s Works Dept., Claremont-rd., 
Newcastle. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Warehouse in  Blandford-st. 
and Churchill-st.: *Gill & Nicholson, Ltd., Saville- 
row, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne.—10 houses at Ridgeway, Kings- 
way and Lindale-rd. Architect, A. Waring, 36, 
Jesmond-rd., Newcastle: *Wesley H. Oliver (New- 
castle), Ltd., Oliver House, Shields-rd., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions to alternator shop 
at the Heaton Works of C. A. Parsons @)\Co., Ltd., 
electrical plant manufacturers: Building work, *Stephen 
Easten, Ltd., Westgate Grange, Newcastle-on- yne; 
Steelwork, *A. Finlay, Ltd., .Motherwell, £350,000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations to Walkerga:: 
Hospital to provide ear, nose and throat unit, for 
Newcastle Hospital Board, ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd , 
Newcastle. P. Knighton, Board’s Chief A: *John 
Jackson & Son, Corporation-st., Newcastle, £14,358 

Perthshire.—Perth and Kinross County Junicr 
Secondary School, Stanley. Ian A. Moodie (A), 


Council A, County-bldgs., Yo:k-pl., Perth. Excavu- 
tion, brick, building, concr..e and allied works: 
Wardrop & Watson, Ltd., Preston-rd., Bankfoo:, 


Perthshire; plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied 
works: J. Macgregor & Co,, Westlin, Luncarty, 
nls ang joinery, Pens? ironmongery and allic j 
works: P. Torbot & Co., Viewfield Contracting Works, 
Perth; glazing and allied works: P. and:'F. Macleod & 
Co., Lt d., St. James-pl., Perth; stee} ¢Onstruction and 
allied works: The Lothians Structural Development 
Corporation, Ltd., Macmerry, Tranent, East Lothian. 

Rowley Regis.—50 non-traditional houses, for TC: 
*Direct labour, £74,095. 

Sheffield.—148 ‘‘ Bellrock’’ houses.,for Gleadle:s 
Valley Estate: *W. J. Simms, Sons &.:Cooke, Lid., 
Nottingham, £200,247. 89 ** Bellrock ’’ houses» for 
Greenhill-Bradway Estate: *M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., 
Sheffield, £119,678. 108 maisonettes for Greenhi'!- 
Bradway Estate: *Reeves Lane, Ltd., Sheffield, 
£148,050. 

Stafford. —Baptist Church hall at "John Amery- dr., 
Risingbrook, for Baptist Authorities: *Lewis & 
Watters, Ltd., Stafford. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—New inn for Vaux” & 
Associated Breweries, Ltd., The Brewery, Sunderland. 
Architect, E. M. Lawson, Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridgc, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Snowdon Brothers, Bedford-rd., 
Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Proposed canteen at Hendon Dock, 
for W. & C. Robson, Ltd.: *G. H. Plemper, Ltd., 
St. Hilda’s Works, Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—20 houses on the High Barnes Estate. 
Architects, W. & T. R. Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., 
Sunderland: *J. W. Ridley, Ltd., Sheepfolds, 
Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Primary school, Broadway, Sunder- 
land: *A. V. Clerey & Sons,.14, Frederick-st. 

Sutton Coldfield.—29 dwellings at Falcon Lodge 
Estate, for TC: *Butler Bros., Ltd., 150, Sutton-rd., 
Birmingham (recommended). 

Whitley Bay.—Eight houses at Seaton Sluice, for 
the TC. £. Roberts, Boro’ E: *J. W. Urpeth, ‘‘ Fair- 
holme,”’ North Ridge, Bedlington. 
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